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Pupils urged to
join cadet force
by school head

mmmmwmr(m

gained as a cadet - self-
discipline, loyalty and

A SOLIHULL headmaster
is backing the Govern
ment’s call to increase the
number of cadets in
schools by encouraging
pupils to join the force.

David Lloyd, headmas-
ter of Solihull School, said
he believes youngsters
who join a cadet lorce will
stand a better chance of
gaining employment.

“Employers are always
seeking that something
exira In}ohappi:c—anm Mr
Lioyd sal

Thry vulm: the qualities

Tespect, ip, team-
work and resilience.”

The government wanis
1o increase the number of
cadet forces in schools
five-fold by 2020, giving
£50 million in the last
budget to create cadet
forces in 500 state schools.

The government's Cadet
Expansion  Programme
aims to instil values in
young people that will
help them get the most out
of their lives, and to con-
tribute to their communi-
ties and country

“Our CCE founded in

1838, is one of the oldestin
Britain,” added Mr Lloyd.
“It is a purely voluntary
organisation thal meets
after school and we have
120 cadets - boys and girls

across both the Army
and Royal Air Force sec-
tons.

“It is open to pupils
between 12 and 18 years
old and I'm encouraging
others w consider joining
up. Arguably, the greatest
attraction of the CCF is the
leadership roles given 1o
young people who are

trained to coach, motivate
and inspire others. We
seek 0 develop self-reli-
ance, initiative and leader-
ship and I know from
employers that these are
ities that count for a
lotin a job interview.
“Also, participation in a
vast range of outdoor skills
should fully encour-
age prolonged active and |
healthy lifestyles at a time
when [nactivity and obesi-
ty in young people are
becoming increasing con-
cemns’

=i
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On England duty

SCHOOL pupils Tegan and
Fintan Bristow, from Solihull
Junior School, represented
their age groups at a national
level when they competed
in the Pony Club of Great
Britain’s Inaugural Home
Nations International for
Polocross.

Selectedto play for the England
U12 and U16 mixed gender teams
respectively, siblings Tegan and
Fintan each took part in the two
day event in Cheshire which saw
England dominate over Northern
Ireland, Wales and Scotland —
winning each of the four sched-
uled games,

Having played the sport -
which combines the skills of
polo and lacrosse - since the
age of four, ten-year-old Teﬁa.n
plays goal defence and

already celebrated several suc-
cesses including being named
as the first ever female winner
of the national shield for Most
Outstanding Under-14 Player in
both the 2013 and 2014 National
Championships.

Similarly Fintan, 13, who plays
goal shooter, was selected to join
the UK U186 squad at age 12 and
has already achieved national
awards for Most Sportsmanlike
Player and Best Open Junior
Player in 2014.

He has also been in training
with UK World Cup squad cap-
tain Debbie Harris.

Their mother, Nadine Bristow,
said: “The children thoroughly
enjoyed the tournament, and the
training camp which began on
Wesday
“The competition was really
tough as each country put their
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September 2015

www.solihullo

Tegan
Bristow in
arecent
Polocross
game.

best players forward, but in the
end Fn'gla.nd won by a clear
margin.

Tegan and Fintan were
coached by female international
Emily Kate Gilfillan in prepara-
tion for the weekend's event.

Both pupils also train at Rugby
Polocrosse Club which hosted
the Polocrosse World Cup when
it came to the UK for the first
time in 2011.

Mark Penney, head of Solihull
Junior School, said: “We encour-
age our students to strive for
greatness both in and oulside
of the classroom and so we're
extremely proud of what Tegan
and Fintan have accomplished.

“Having not one but two
nationally-ranked players in one
family is incredible and Solithull
School is behind them 100 per
cent.”

Solihull News
October 2015
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Pupil is wild

TV V presenter

his minforest, the documen-

A 10YEAR-OLD boy rom
Solihull has been playing
the pan of popular televi-
sion  presenter  Richard
H Yinad

and inspired
a lfelong interess in pho-
tography.

The documentary fol-
lows Hammand from his
childhood o the present
day, whene he lives out his

tary about the celebrity's
childheod ambiton to be
a wildlife photographer.

Salihull  Schoal  pupdl
George Brown has been
playing the pan of e
former Top Gear star s a
schoolboy in te wo-par
Sky 1 decumentary callod
lungle Quest.

George, from Dorridge,
is playing the part of Ham-
mond as a boy ar Sollhull
School where, a5 an elght
year-old, he received his
first Children's Encyclo-
paedia of spark-
ing a passion for wildlife.

‘The crestures of the

www.sHihullohserveroouk

The chair during their BEC performance.

[antasy of
wildlife in the Amazan,

George spd: “The flm-
lng of feckasd Hammuond's
Jungle Quest was exhila-
ruting,. To have the chance
10 ploy such o famous per-
0 is spretacular. It was
brilliant  experience  for
me”

Solibull-bormn Hiin-
mond, wha attended Soli-
bl School, hax said wild-
life has always been hix
passion,

“Until  cars, women,
martiage and  children
ok me in a different
direction,” he said.

Filmed in the Brazilian

L

tary charts Hammond's
journey along the mighty
Amazon River and deep
into the jungle as he
atempts o photograph
the creatures that capi
vated him all those years

ago.

Along the way, he’s
treated to unique wikdlifc
encounters as he enters
the tiver with pink tiver
dolphins and rescues an
entangled sloth. It's not all
plain salling, though, as he
battles heat, humidity and
torrential rain. He also
confronts personal phobi-
as when he comes face-to-
face with giant spiders,
feels the wrath of bullet
ants urd must conguer his
[ear of heights when he is
hoisted high into the forest
canopy.

‘The  documenta

available on %ydemml mmmwmmmnamhmmmmwm

Headmaster
" and
Reception

Solihull Observer October 2015
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In fine voice

MOEE than 250,000 listeners were crtertained by Solihull School's
Boys’ Choir when they were broadeast on BBC Radio 4 following
& visit to 5t Emmanuel Church in Didsbary

The choir performed pheces inchuding ‘For the Beauty of the

Earth' by Amdrew Carter and ‘Glora” by Peter Nardone for two

— one live, and one pre-recorded.
services, which were themed sround "God's Kingdom' and

Ciond's Bounty', also saw the 25 boys, aged between nine and 14,
perform an additbnal fowr hymns acpompanied by fellow student
Madeleine Browse on the fhae

Oliver Walker said- “I'm 1J1r.illrd that our choir was once again

sebected to perform on BBC Radio 4 - and =0 early in the school
“ar.

“As il the pupils were a credil 1o Salibull, espectally soloksas

-Fild'-::Jl-il Kermaode, Jacques Barker, Benedict Barker and Aymibngjan
Srijothy.
“This is anly the begimning of what
choral music pro
Ing detalls of further perfanmances "~

promises to be an exciting
me for 200518 and we look forward to shar-

Tir Ml Gl mcire =]|-n.r| choral music af Solimdl Sehool, sisit

www, sl sch org. ik
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Anne Frank sapling

A SAPLING taken from a
tree viewed by Anne
Frank from her hiding
place in Amsterdam has
been planted at Solihull

| Sehooel by an Auschwitz

Survivor.

Mindu Hornick, aged
85 and from Birming-
ham, was the same age
as Anne Frank when she
was sent to Auschwitz.

Anne Frank died in
Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp a fewweeks
before it was liberated in
January 1945,

The sapling was plant-
ed on Remembrance
Day, at 10am, an hour
before the nation
stopped to remember
the fallen.

Mindu, from Edgbas-

Mindu Hornick planting the Anne Frank tree at Solihull
School watched by (from left) school chaplain Rev Canon

ton, was just 12 years-old
when she was sent to the
notorious Nazi extermi-
nation camp with her
mother, sister and two
younger brothers.

She arrived at Ausch-
witz in a cattle carriage,

e L - butsurvived along with

her older sister Eva
after a Polish prisoner
advised the girls to lie
about their ages and
claim they were skilled
seamstresses.

Her mother and two
brothers were killed.

Andrew Hutchinson, Victoria Newbery, Arjan Baines,
headmaster David Lloyd, Leticia Salmon and Holly Krober

Solihull School pupil
Holly Krober came up
with the idea of planting
the sapling after the
17-year-old was moved
by her trip to Auschwitz
concentration :‘amp,

“1 was so overawed by
what I saw that I wanted
to educate others of my
generation and future
generations that we
might all learn from the
lessons of the past,” Holly
said. “My pledge was that
I would buy a tree that
would be planted at

is planted at school

| ANNETTE BELCHER
| annette. belcher@trinitymimar.com
T TR TR

school in remembrance
of the Holocaust and all
vietims of racial hatred
and genocide.

“It was then 1 heard
about the Support Anne
Frank Tree Foundation,
which has grown sap- '
lings from the original
horse chesmut tree that
Anne could see through
the attic window and I
thought it would be won-
derful if we could have a
sapling from this original |
tree.

“But with so few to go
round T thought it was a
very long shot”

Solihull School bec-
ame custodians of an
Anne Frank sapling after
Holly contacted the
foundation and asked if
there was a possibility of
receiving a  treasured
sapling. Only a handful
of these saplings exist,
mainly in the United
States,

Anne Frank became
famous for the diary she
kept while she was hid-
ing out from the Nazis
with her family during
the Second World War.

SOLINULL NEWS SOLINULL NEWS

‘Our sixth-form centre we called a common
room and that pretty well summed it up

Solihull School old boy Michael Buerk launches new building

ANNETTE BELCHER
| armete bekergvmimaLom
——

| MICHAEL Buerk was the
taf honour at Solihull
g:wl to officially open
the new sixth-form cen-
e,
The newsreader and
former  Solihull - School

ence outside the new
Coopes building last week,
recalling fond and humor-

pupll addressed an audi- §

ous memories of when he  Warwick Boad and doesn’t
weas a pupil bear much comparison,
*Wegeninghard tothink  “Common. pretty well
mysell back intg my young,  summed it up - & tow of
| Self, roaming around here, broken lockers, a couple of

more than half a century benches and a handful of

ago” he said. uncomfortable, ]smmhly
“Our sixth-form centre, }

d it a eommon

wom, was in the old ferent world bur we el

School House building on  privileged to be here then.

P

we call

“I is not just how i
looks, the wonderful facili-
ties, magnificent buildings
of which this is merely the

munity with high
and big aspirations,
dent without conceit”
‘The occasion was also
‘marked with the unvelling

of a sculpture by Matthew
Sanderson.

The four-floor bullding
includes teaching rooms
and private study areas
incorporating the latest
multimedia  technology.
with the top floor providing
pen plan space for teach-
1, examinations and
social events, along with
an external terrace garden
with panoramic views.

The centre is named

Cooper Building, in mem-
ary of the headmastes, the
Rev Arthur Cooper, who
led the school during the
First World War.

Headmaster David Lioyd
said: “Our new centre will
reinforce our standing as
one of the Midlands’
leading  independent
schools”

Fu-mrsnlimlsmwnﬂmlmmnumns
:udn\i% new sixtt-form centre;

emmwmnmnmlm mﬂl ] .
oot right, MP‘S ‘
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A FOEMER pupil at Solihull
School has swapped his studies
A for a career in chocolate.
Solihull Observer Joseph Vaughan (16) lefl
school in the summer after sitting his
November 2015 (7SEs to embark on a career as a :‘.I'gmco-
latier with a shop on the High Street in
hiz hometown Enowle,

His old school chums dropped in at
1683 Chocolate Place to sample some of
his goodies. ;

Joseph's interest in making chocolate
started when he was on a chocolate mak-
ing course his mother bought him for his
14th birthday.

“Matching different chocolate from
all over the world to different flavours is
really exciting and I am constantly trying -
to develop new combinations. It has end-
less pu:a:sleJﬂ.l&s and that is what makes
it so much fun,” he =aid.

His former hr;-arlmastpr David Lioyd
added: "We (ry to encourage an entre-
preneurial spirit in the school and we are

delighted that Joseph has followed his Ghumlatler Joe Vaughan with former schoolmates

dream and set up his own business. We  ag tg right) Charlie Hadley, Harry Peachey and
wish him every success. Llalandar I-)olland

10  NOVEMBER 27, 2015

Talented trio hit the right
note playmg with the best e

November 2015

ANNETTE BELCHER Charlotte and Dominic
aanetie beicheristrmitymingg com have also recently been
——— made members of the City
TWO talented musicians of Birmingham Symphony
have eamed spots in the Youth Orchesira, where
National Youth Orchestra they are joined by fellow
of Great Britain. Salihull schoolboy Ben
Charlonte  Sasse and Lyons.
Dominic Martens, both  Tim Kermode, director
music scholars at Solihull  of music at Solihull School,
School, were selected to  said: “This is a very excit-
join the 165-strongensem-  ing apportunity for these
ble following a competi- three players
tive audition process an orchestrs
which saw them beat off thrilling experience, but to
suff competition from be playing alongside the
youngsters across  the bestof the best at this level
couniry will allow them to develop
‘The pair were expected their skills and challenge
to play from prepared themselves by performing
pieces and sight-read dur- at a very high level and
ing the audition. under internationally
The National Youth renowned conductors.

November 2015

Orchestra, which takes
musicians between the
ages of 13 and 19, meets
three times a year and per-
forms in iconic venues
such as Royal Albert Hall
and Barbican Hall in Lon
don, Manchester’s Bridge-
water Hall and Symphony
Hall in Birmingham,

“Both orchestras are
ambitious and dynamic
musical groups and must
rank amongst the highest
level of youth orchestras in
the world, We are hugely
proud of their success,
which comes after years of
hard work and regular
individual practice”
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HAVING
ALAUGH

Comedy writer, Tim

Reid, author of the
hit series Car Share,
starring Perer Kay,
hosted a creativity
masterclass at his
alma mater, Solihull
School. Reid, who
was impressed

b the students’
enthusiasm,
emphasised the
value of thinking

ively in our

everyday lives.

School House Magazine

January 2016

20 | SCHOOLHOUSEMAGAZINE.CO.UK | String/ Summer 2006

Edge Magazine
January 2016

EdgeMagazine

What's On Food & Drink Entertainment

SOLIHULL SCHOOL CHILDREN RAISE FUNDS FOR
CATARACT OPERATIONS IN SRI LANKA

Home & Garden Life & Style

Front Page Feature

for Assist Resettlement & Renaissance (A

Pupils

]

staff from Solihull junior School have rais
arion which aims to relieve the poverty of vi

fwar in Sri Lanka by assisting and enhancing their

Solihull
Junior School

ontinued supp

junior School Head, Mark Penney, ch a= our Juni
2 Junior and Senicl

VIiNng charites. We look forwart

€ 3Cadermic year.
For more information about Selihull School, please visit www.selsch.org.uk or call 0127 705 0958,

Share this page with your friends
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Holocaust survivors premlere film

Cnrls w\llmcll

le\l\nka of Auschwitz and
Bergen-Belsen concentration
ted Solih I for

Joyce Weinrib, Leticia Salman
(Head Girl), Tomi Reichental, Gerry

regg, Holly Krober and Mark
Penney.

Solihull Observer
February 2016

GROWING PLACES

BACKTO

skhull School ha buned a time capeade dn be
opezned in 2060 - Hhe year ol s SO0t
annrversary The capsule, buned outsde the
mew Cooper Duldmg, waas donafed by the Gld
Sthitans” Assacalion Tt I oonlors mom
dhary SO iaer Tram the scheol year, ndudieg a
eeramie pEppry e mark 100 pearg of

(Lo e, ithstaps Feor The Feadashin,
SUTHTHS bermms didry ol ool BD dag.

3 fowmaed, Ben Kneltkam, Labciz

12iman 2nd Momas BEaioe mey Be czpsee

Solihull News
February 2016

Tennis teenager serves up
a debut dehght on ﬁrst tnp

winning thiee  saiches
i competing within the
i dhraw.

Charley ssick “Pharying

T

Birmingham Living
February 2016
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Quick-thinking
gets royal praise

A SOLIHULL girl who rushed
to the aid of a stoke suf-
ferer while white water raft-
ing in Kenya has been rec-
OENisec for her actions at
ace.

m, head girl at
as commended

Le
in Solihull School’

the school trip when a major suf-
fered a stroke.

Her quick-thinking actions.
identifying the stroke, meant she
could call for additional assist-
ance from other boats.

The major was then rushed
a two-hour trip to a hospital
in Nairobi

Lt Col Richard
in charge of the

res, who was
erall expedi

2016

www.solihullobserver.co.uk

Solihull School
head girl Leticia
Salmon at
Buckingham
Palace.

BELOW: Leticia
Salmon proud to
be at the pres-
tigious event. (s)

tion, said Leticia was ‘a credit
to her family, the CCF and her
school’

The young first aider v-.h
then invited to attes
Achievers Recep
al event primarily for St Jo
Ambulance cadets who have
made outstanding contributions
to society using first aid train-
ing.

Leticia said: “For me, being
recognised is not about me. It
is about recognising the impor-
tance of first aid and the need

for e » receive train-
ing - wcially as 1 know that
s0 many young people perform
hilll at go unacknowl-

I'rlm ess Anne took the time
to speak cach of us individu-
nlt\ pnrlh'l arly the cadets from
or ACF who had put
l'|r.~| ..::1 into real life practice.”

Solihull Observer
March 2016

Solihull Observer
March 2016

The Observer, Thur

Tay March 31, 2016
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Peru trek hikes up £3,000 for charity

The duo raised over
£3,000 for charities
Sense and Latin
American Foundation
for the Future (LAFF). s

* (i Skan and tiz

Whitfield trekked
South-Ameris

A PAIR of intrepid Solihull
explorers have raised more than
£3,000 for charity by trekking
through South America.

Julia Skan, head of careers,
and Liz Whitfield, parent and
former president of the Solihull
School Parent's Association,
completed a four day hiking
challe in Peru 1o raise vital
tunds charities Sense and
Latin American Foundation for
the Future (LAFF).

The pair followed the Inca
Trail to the Lost City of Machu
Ficchu in aid of the charities
which are ciose to their hearts
- Sense working with deafblind
children and adults in the UK,
and LAFF supporting margin-
alised children in Peru, helping
them 1o create independence
through education and knowl-

55

ia said: “While in Peru wa
visited the LAFF charity in Cusco
where we handed over cloth-
ing and school equipment, as
well as a cheque which will go
towards providing children with
the chance to make it out of

rly.

“We're extremely grate-
ful for all the donations we've
received,”

Solihull School has raised
almaost £55,000 in the last aca-
demic year - and nea,rlr £15,000
since September or local,
national and international chari-
ties.

Daily Telegraph
March 2016

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

RESPONSIBILITIES

Jobs to set them up for

life: the best school roles

Becoming a chorister or
eading t ing team
st your child's
—and CV.

choirs to Quidditch teams fwell,
almast), children have never
had so many rhamu tolead

1. But how much
do sbenefit pupils
and university applications?
Is

Lucy Higgi weighs
up the pros and cons

egan Lioyd, president
of debating at Sallhull
ssed 1o be

shy. But now, she
can talk confidently
in front of a hundred people.
“With 22 fixtures a year I do
give up weckends sometimes,
but Lenjoy itso much.” sho s
anged how [write my
i'.ss.A} to0, making me think
things through from different
perspectives”
‘With schools now running
everything from chamber

ce typical,
orcan prvilege bring with it
100 much pressure?
Chris effery. head of The
Grange in C] ‘heshire, is a fan
of extra responsibilities. He
estimates that 75 per cent of his
senior sixth have some kind of
eadership ol ranging rom
head boy or girl to outdoor
ruits captain, There's even
a school laureate who arranges
creative writing sessions and may
pena poem for Leavers Day.
These are not i
roles;” says Mr Je
don't describe them as
curricular’, but ‘enrich
Tardcularly noteworthy isthe

‘and we
o’

Striking the right not
Eton boys practise
i ight ol
senior pupils at The
Grange in Cheshire,
50me three-Guarters
of whom take on extra
responsibility (below)

pastoral captain, who helps
connect younger pupils with
older*buddies’ especially if

ogalingly
pupils. \)pnd\l) att
events, lead tours, wri 3
read in chapel, attend governors
and alumni meetings and more
My duties as a depul

the 19805 were limited to
changing the daily hymn
number at assembly.

Online forums abound with
parental debate about whether
prefectoral privilege merits the

complains one head giri s mother.

ronlcally - and niaddeningty,
for many heads - Oxbridge can
e uninteresid i these kinds
of achievements. B

EdgeMagazine

What's On Food & Drink

Home & Garden Life & Style

SOLIHULL STUDENTS SET FOR OXBRIDGE

Entertainment

THE COOPER
pUI lNl.»

Phato Captian: 1sobel Fuller, Daminic Martens, Laticia Salmon (head girl), Ben Northam (head boy),

L,m. Stephens, Zershanneh Qutuhl ].ck ldlu and Luke Shi

cel dlﬁrrruth
“We do look at wider relevant
skills” says Angela Milln,
Bristol's director of admissions.
lebating might be
ing for law.."
vays hot for
ese*top job' even if ihe perks
don't extend miuch beyond
pel badge. But how are the
mmmu.wlm.-‘
The Grange is not untypical
2 pupils’ and teachers
dewing for the

useful
i

Iuwsl mlu Failure teaches

university

experience disap

the secure environ
In terms of cos

nothing compares o being

achorister, some of whom are

only eight. Though their schaal

ed, wi

ractic
With Sunday eucharist being
\'1\II\]ML\4\Iy Tt can be a hard sell
“For the right child and family
it's a wonderful opportunity,

Edge Magazine
March 2016

MARCH 2016

Saturday 5 March 2016 Saturday 5 March 2016

but it isn't right for everybody.”
agrees Alex McCullough (himself '

work alongside professionals.

“It's about stepping up:” he
continues, "When you're doing
alive BBC broadcast, theres
nowhere to hide”
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Jacob and Bianca from Solihull School's Vote Leave society chat to Solihull locals.

Students have a
go on EU issues

BOROUGH students took time
out of the classrc last week
to mingle with the Solihull pub-
lic and voice their reasons why
people should vote to leave
the EU.

Six students from Solihull School
took to the high street ahead of the
referendum on Thursday (June 23)
re the UK will decide whether
to stay or leave the European
Union,

Talking about their time on the
Solihull streets, Jacob Gilbert and
Bianca Oberheim said: “It’s great
to be able to get out and see

campaigning at grass roots level

Even though we can’t vote in
the referendum, we feel strongly
about the decision that lies ahead

slationship with .-ur Eur
neighbours and what it will n
¥ ant Lo encour-
results will
on in years

is just over tem weeks
to go until the referendum, which
means that by the time we finish

school for the summer holiday a
decision will be made.”

Tom Huxley, midlands cam-
gn co-ordinator, said: “People
ere receptive mm the |r1m of

overnight but it
students out
school and ha
will be a crus
“It’s all pness and
making that the
result of th n-ﬂ-n'mllm\\nl.l poten-
tially have a big impact on them.”

epresenting their
say in what

PAGE 28 www.solihullobserver.co.uk

Schools & Colleges

Carousel proves a sell-out hit show

THESPIANS from Solihull School wowed
sell-out audiences with their perform-
ance of the hit musical Carousel

Bringing the Rodgers & Hammerstein
classic to the independent school on
Warwick Road, the cast of over 50 senior
school pupils delivered five perform-
ances of the award-winning show.

James Hammond, head of drama at
the school, said: “Carousel is a wonder-
ful show which includes a number of
well-known musical numbers most
noteably You'll Never Walk Alone.

“I'm incredibly proud of our students
who showcased their fantastic talent for
both drama and music.

“I'm sure that the audiences would
agree that they equalled - if not sur-
passed - the quality of many profes-
sional performances.”

For more information about upcom-
ing performances and events at Solihull
School visit www.solsch.org.uk/calendar
or call 0121 705 0958.

Solihull School's production of Carousel. s

Solihull Observer
April 2016
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ALL BLACKS legend Sean
Fitzpatrick was at Solihull
School this month for a
sportsman'sdinnerorganised
by the Parents’ Association.

Widely regarded as one
of the finest players ever to
come out of New Zealand,
Fitzpatrick won 92 caps and
captained the side from 1992

until his retirement through
injury in 1997,

A familiar face as a pun-
dit on television, he is also
founder and director of the
Front Row group of compa-
nies, which includes Front
Row Leadership.

Headmaster David Lloyd
said: "It was a very excit-

The Observer, Thursday May 19, 2016

The Observer, Thursday May 26, 2016

School impresses All Blacks giant gy

ing evening, especially for
rugby fans, and Sean gave
an excellent motivational
talk about leadership, atti-
tude and legacy. One of the
giants of the game, he was
very impressed to learn that
the school has no fewer than
four current rugby interna-
tionals.”

ull School’s international rugby players (left to right) William Cutbill
(England prop), William Talbot-Davies, (Wales full back), Tom Serie

(Scotland scrum half) and Charlie Morgan (England second row). (s)

Observer
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Twms set for a bright future on court
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TENNIS: TWINS Tom and
Harry Smith are among a

{ Year 4 Solihull
boys thriving a

Soli huLI
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head
PET
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¢ 1 star, which means they have secured the high-
group
were also uurl of a group to recently meet Jamie

n rej ;‘Iul'ld training. Alex and Freddie will also go

1 in the Junior School at the moment is incred-

iis rank is an entirely |n|1 vidual feat.

Solihull rugby stars
have bright futures

ll'l GBY UNION
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THIS season’s Six

all
tional rughy
beginning

IIH r in our cap
high quality of
hard work by

supported by volunteer match offi
es from the North
y

cials and re
Midlands Re
The boys L
has just hosted the o
rughy sevens tour
region, with almost
] pu;ulx from 30 schools taking
n the four-day festiv: rughy

both play biggest \fh.
Under-18s
Davies players
and Tom Serle is
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county
ickshire County’s training, with Tom,

the final of the under 9 boys county finals

will Junior School. “The boys’ persever-
impressive, espec ially given that achiev-
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Trailblazing

history at local school

A GROUP of Solihull School  that they have achieved.
sixth formers have made Since girls first arrived in the
their mark by becomingthe  sixth form in 1973, co-edu-
first girls to have gone allthe  cation at Solihull has been
way through the school mnce an unrivalled success and
ith fully co-ed quality in every sense runs
al in 2005. through our veins.”
The six teenagers, who Two of the six pupils, Head
joined the Junior School Girl Leticia Salmon and
aged seven or eight, were Lydia Stephens, have heen
the trailblazers of the new Oxbridge condi-
system, which had previously ~ tional offers this year.
only taken girls in the sixth Leticia said: “Despite the
form. small numbers of girls at the
Headmaster David Lloyd beginning I never felt out of
said: “We are extremely place. Solihull has always felt
proud of these girls and all welcoming and inclusive.”

Solihull News June 2016

girls make Wi %5

e o —
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All creatures great and small...

A SCHOOL'S chapel

Solihull
Observer
June 2016

congregation has been

booste

of some furry friends.
Solihull Junior School

by the presence

pupils were invited to
take along their pets or
favourite cuddly toys
to be blessed at the
school’s annual chapel
pet service.
Youngsters from the
independent school
didn’t disappoint, as
pets varying from stick

insects to a very vocal

chicken joined the serv-
ice. Around 40 animals
enjoyed the blessing,
which was taken by

the school’s chaplain,
Reverend Andrew
Hutchinson.

Hymns for the service
were the appropriately-
themed All Things Bright
and Beautiful, Rise and
Shine and If | Were A
Butterfly, while read-
ings were also geared
towards the animals who
were being blessed.

Goldendoodle Alfie was one of the pets
taken to be blessed at Solihull School’s
annual chapel pet service. (s)

www.solihullobserver.co.uk
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Cold Feet writer Mike Bullen returned to teach a screenwrmng workshop at Solihull School. (s)

Perfect story for
TV drama writer

THE WRITER of ITV drama
Cold Feet has returned to
his old school to deliver a
ing workshop to

Mike Fill||t.'!1 who wrote all
five ics of the 1990s drama
currently working on its
upcoming revival which airs
on ITV in the autumn, based a
number of the leading charac-
ters on himsell and his riends
from Solihull School

Returning te the independ-
ent school on Warwick Road,
Mr Bullen worked with drama
and theatre studies students,
talking about his ecarcer in
the industry and sharing fond
memories of his time at the
school.

He said: “When I left school
T didn't think screenwriling
would be my future, and it

wasn't for some years, but the
seeds were definitely sown with
drama at Solihull School.

“My fondest memory of my
time there was probably when
we did a sixth form play — the
school’s first, I believe.

“We were encouraged by the
headmaster at the time but
it was all organised by the
students; the teachers had no
involvement. As I remember it,
it was pretty good.
great to see that the
students today are still just as
passionate.

“One of my favourite
moments in the workshop was
when the pupils were discuss-
ing a piece they'd written
They were talking about their
motivation and 1 saw the spark
suddenly u;lch fire — it was
i satisfying.

Solihull ‘w.hnol has gone

through many changes since
Mr Bullen attended in the
18970s,

“I's a very lorward-thinki
place,” he said. “While mar
schools will focus on churn-
ing out kids with good grades,
Solihull encourages its students
to think, and looks to develop
them as people.

“It provided me with a great
sense of community, which 1
think translates into what I
write about, and gave me the
confidence to have courage in
my own convictions. It means a
great deal to me."

David Lloyd, headmaster,
added: ‘It was a pleasure to
have Mike return to the sch
“His passion, both for 8
and his career, is extremely
evident. and T am certain that
our students have learned a lot
from "

T
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® Darren Maddylmwmg for Berkswell in the Birmingham League, and right) batting for England

TOM PAYNE

FORMER Warwickshire
and England cricketer is
flourishing in his role
helping  develop the

ume’s next generation

of stars - even if it means sometimes
beingthe 'tea boy!

Darren Maddy led the Bears fram

2006 ta 2008 following a mave from

“In the yea
vew my retirement was immine

leading up t0 20

ke
said Maddy, 1 had options to possi- 3

bly explore playing county cricket
elsewhere but I just felt it was coming
to the end of my chapter and it was
time to move on.

“I was very lucky, | was club captain
of Warwickshire and won the county
championship, | won two champion
ships and two Twenty20 cups with

going o1
to play at Fd;ﬂﬁahm il i rtire.
ment in 2013, when he was appointed
master of cricket at Solibull School

ear-old, who played three

120 internationals, took over from
fellow former Bear David Hemp and
has built on the foundations laid by
him to catapult Solihull into a posi
tion as one of the country’s leading

ight one-day and five Twen- retin

and played for Eng-
land, so | had a wonderful 23 years
playing the game.
“At that stage. | still envisa
part of the professional gam
Talmost had an oppx
nity 10 go 10 Westemn Australia as
assistant coach to Justin Langer but T
just missed out in that process.
“A month on from having
announced my retirement, 1 had

d being

lights in cricket

Under Maddy’s guidance, Solihull's
under-13s team has swept the board
this summer, winning every competi
tion from the Solihull 6s - a six-player
version of the game introduce
Maddy and contested by 20 schools
across the Midlands - (o the ESCA
nat

inte
linle unsure about which
would take following retirement.

e simple steps to bu

affers, including one
from Leicestershire as strength and
conditioning coach, which I thought
long and hard about. Then I found out
David (Hemp) was leaving Solihull to
maove fo Australia. After meeting the
head master and going through the
interview process, I started in 2013,
“What David had done previously
was outstanding and it wasn't a case
of seinventing the wheel, just some
on what was
created at the

there. What we've

school now is an environment for the
y succeed in and improve
ely, (o enjoy

‘term is 2 very shortone
and can obviously be affected by
exams, so it does become quite
intense. You have 10 weeks of cricket
in which we play 130 fixtures. It has
opened my eyes from being the player
who med up and concentrated on
myself and my performance, to now
ammanging everything from the fix-
tures to the kit and the groundsmen.

“I've been the mini-bus driver, the
tea boy, drinks bay, umpire, coach
- it's an all-encompass-

the biggest turning point in the crick
eting s the school, The schol
bit of psychology
and nutritional advice, extra fitness
sessions, along with one-to-one men
toring and guest speakers

- becoming crick
eters and that's not necessarily what

crual cricket
we had talented
the Lusn are
way and that

two go on (o become pro-

ericketers that would be out-
standing, of course, but even if 1 can
get these boys playing club cricket
until the age of 40 then that's a suc
cess.

While his role at Solibull keeps him
busy, Maddy still finds time to play for
Berkswell in the Birmingham League
Premier Division, while .also being
part of PCA Masters sides and the
Lashings World X1

He said: “I still find myself thinking
about batting again or what the lads
are doing, and miss being in the
changing room. in that professional
environment, | have been 1
with Berkswell since my
Warwic
playing professionally, | never e
aged myself in club cricket but they
are great lads and | really enjoy it
» also had great ooporhunkies o
play for the PCA Masters and L
ings. Being back in a changing room
with those type of characters s great”

b find out more information
about cricket scholarships at Solihull
School, call 0121 705 0858 or email
admin@solsch.org uk

Sunday Mercury
July 2016
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Pupiis at Sdlihull Junior School en}w takmg part ina chanty decathlon

Youngsters’ top ten effort

KIND-HEARTED pupils from
Solihull Junior School have raised
more than £5,000 with a charity
decathlon.

The youngsters, aged between
seven and 11, competed in events
including relay races, miniature .
hurdies and skipping in aid of Bir-
mingham Children’s Hospital, Can-
cer Research UK, The British Heart
Foundation and The Motor Neurone
Disease Association (MDNA).

Michael Jones, deputy head of the

Junior School, said: “Many pupils

spoke of their personal experiences
of family and friends suffering from
various forms of cancer.

“Two pupils shared stories of fam-
ily members who had lost their lives
to heart disease and motor neurone
disease.”

Solihull Scheol will be hosting its
next open day on Saturday, Septem-
ber 24, with junior school entrance
exams taking place next year on
Saturday, January 14.

M For more information call 0121
705 0958 or visit www.solsch.org.uk
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Solihull School head girl Leticia Salmon is off to Cambridge while head boy Ben
Northam is going to Oxford

The Sun August 2016
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HOME MNEWS SOLIHULL SCHOOL STUDENTS CELEEBRATE RECORD GCSE RESULTS

Solihull School students celebrate
record GCSE results

Written by Published
Chris Willmott 7-30 am, Aug 31. 2016

UPDATED: 3:45 pm, Aug 30, 2016 ®; 0 Comments =5 Oshares

PUPILS at Solihull Schocl are celebrating the best GCSE results on record with 79 per cent
of this year's grades at A*/A

The independent school on Warwick Road saw a record-breaking 40 per cent of all grades at
A* with 10 students receiving 10 A*s or better.

21 pupils received eight or mare A*s, and 70 pupils (well over half the year group) received

eight or more A%

grades

Headmaster David Lloyd said: "This represents a fantastic achievement from all of our
pupils. My heartfelt congratulations go to them and the teaching staff for their hard work
and dedication which has definitely paid of f"

m 202 peopie Mke Mis. 52 Me frstofyour Hlends.
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Solihull sees excellent A level results

STUDENTS have been celebrating A level success across Solihull with an outstanding
crop of results.

ooe@ SHARES o COMMENTS

Enter your e-mail for our daily newsletter

Delighted students at The Sixth Form College, Solihull celebrate excellent A level results (L-r) - Asad
Butt, Alice Bennett, James Mason, Ned Tilling and Gabriella Kelly

At the independent Solihull School mere than 55 per cent of all grades achieved were A®-
A with over one third of the year group celebrating three or more of these tep grades and
eight students gaining places at Oxbridge universities.

David Lloyd, headmaster, commented: *I'm incredibly proud of all of the students - the
hard work and determination they have shown throughout the year has resulted in 2

fantastic set of grades.”

Solihull

Serving the borough since 1930

A SOLTHULL schoolgir heroine
has gained a coveted place at
Cambridge - despite suffering
from severe dyslexia.

Leticia Salmon, who made
headlines when she rescued a
man in = rafiing drama, was
originally advised not 1o take
A-levels because of her condi
tiom.

But the Solihull School pupil
is celebrating after getting
straights As and being offered a
place at Homerton College
read the History of Education.
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Two years ago, she saved the
life of an adult helper who had
suffered a stroke during a Com-
bined Cadet Force expediton
o Kenya. The good deed exmed
Leticia an invitation 1o the
annual Young Achievers Recep-
tion at Buckingham Palace,
where she met Princess Anne.

The head girl at Solihull
Schouol, frunded in 1560, wasn't
even expected to get enough
GUSEs to eam a sixth-form
place. But, Leticia, from Hamp-
ton-in-Arden, worked tirelesshy

The Observer, Thursday August 25, 2016

Dyslexia no bar to top uni for Leticia

with the school's Learning Sup-
port Depanment to improve
beer spelling and writing.

“I'm absolutely thrilled 1 got

the place at Homerton,' she |

sald. “W's been a long hard

e but, even with dyslexia,
I've proved that if you are pas-
sionate enough about some-
thing and want it enough, with
bots of hard work, you'll find a
wiay toachieve ic”
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pages of
property

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2016

Solihull News
August 2016

www._solihullobserver.co.uk

It’'s a family affair on results day

harlie. Picture by

Headmaster David Lloyd with daugh-
ter Megan, and deputy head Sean
Morgan with son
Dave Warren

SOLIHULL School is once again cel-
ebrating an outstanding crop of A Level
results from the current cohort.

120 students at the 455-year-old inde-
pendent school received their resulis
— with 85 per cent of all grades achieved
at A*-B.

More than 55 per cent of all grades
achieved were A*-A, with over one third
of the year group celebrating three or
more of these top grades, and eight
students gaining places at Oxbridge
universities.

David Lloyd, headmaster, said: “I'm
incredibly proud of all of the students

the hard work and determination they
have shown throughout the year has
resulted in a fantastic set of grades.”

Solihull Observer
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