23 September 2008

To Parents of ALL IVth Form Pupils

Dear Parents

I am writing to inform you about an important feature of our curriculum in Science for the IVth Form. Since the IVth Form cohort of 2006-2007, it has been our policy to enter this Year Group for half (1a) of the Unit 1 (Core Science) of the Science GCSE in June of that academic year. As a result of the success enjoyed by this year group since our introduction of this policy, it is our intention to continue this with the current IVth Form.

However, I believe that it is important to understand the context for this curriculum policy and to that end I provide the following background information. For teaching from September 2006 all Awarding Bodies (‘exam boards’) issued new GCSE Science Specifications in line with changes laid down by the Government Body, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA). At Solihull School the specification (syllabus) being used is that of the Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA).

At its introduction, each of the three Separate Science Departments at Solihull School realised that much of what we teach to the IVth Form as part of our Key Stage 3 course is examined in the first half (1a) of the Unit 1 (Core Science) of the Science GCSE. Examination of Unit 1 is through objective (multiple-choice) questions. Furthermore, in many instances it was the case that the material was being covered in more detail in our IVth Form course. It was also realised that without too much in the way of adjustment, the extra material that was not currently taught in the IVth Form could be included, so that all of the material for the first half of Unit 1 (1a) could be covered in the IVth Form. The advantage of doing this is that the GCSE material can be taught over a longer time frame, thereby allowing more time for the development of important skills.

It was therefore decided that with effect from the IVth Form beginning in 2006, this year group would be entered and prepared for their first objective (multiple-choice) GCSE Module Test in Biology (B1a), Chemistry (C1a) and Physics (P1a) in the summer of their IVth Form year, that is June 2009 for the current IVth Form. This is worth 12.5 % of the total mark for each of the Separate Sciences. The second objective GCSE Module Test in each Science (B1b, C1b, P1b) will then be taken by this cohort when the pupils are in the Lower Fifth Form (Year 10) in November 2009. This is worth another 12.5 % of the total mark for each of the Separate Sciences. These two objective tests make up Unit 1 (Core Science) in each of the Separate Sciences. Unit 2 (Additional Science), examined by a 45 minute written paper and worth a second 25 % of the total mark for each of the Separate Sciences, will then be examined, also when the pupils are in the LV Form, but in June 2010. Unit 3, examined by another 45 minute paper and worth a third 25 % of the total mark for each of the Separate Sciences, will be examined when the pupils are in the Upper Fifth Form (Year 11) in June 2011. The fourth 25 % of the total marks will be derived from the Centre-Assessed Unit (CAU) which comprises Practical Skills Assessment (PSA), carried out as part of ordinary practical work, and an Investigative Skills Assignment  (ISA) which is externally set but internally marked.

Although we are confident, and the results from the last two year’s cohort bear out this confidence, that our IVth Form pupils will be able to cope with the GCSE material in the first Unit in order to be successful at examination level, it goes without saying that we will be mindful of their slightly younger age and our preparation of them will be constructed appropriately, including the provision of specific 
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revision materials and the practice of past examination questions. Having said this, can I also reassure you that, should it be necessary to do so, it is possible to retake these Unit papers.

A Revision Guide and Workbook, published by CGP and dedicated to the AQA specification is being issued to the pupils in the IVth Form.

You have also had a letter from me recently, advertising the possibility of subscribing to the GCSE Science magazine ‘Catalyst’. This too will support the studies of your son/daughter.

Should you wish to investigate the details of the AQA GCSE Science Specifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics for yourselves, these can be found on the AQA website at www.aqa.org.uk.

There will also be an opportunity to discuss the progress of your son or daughter at the appointed Parents’ Consultation Evening.

However, if you have any queries before that date then please do not hesitate to contact me at school by e-mail at jonesa@solsch.org.uk.

With best wishes for a rewarding academic year.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Jones

Head of Science

