September 2008

Fourth Form and Fifth Form Pupils and Parents

Dear Pupil and Parent

I write to inform you about a publication aimed at students of GCSE Science, and to invite you to subscribe to the same.

‘Catalyst’, ‘Secondary Science Review’, published by Science Enhancement Programme, funded by The Gatsby Charitable Foundation. ‘Catalyst’ now entering its nineteenth year, is a magazine written specifically for students studying Science at GCSE. The aims of the publication are simple: to increase students’ enthusiasm for science and help them achieve higher grades.

For a subscription of £7.50, students receive four full colour 22-page issues a year, published in September, November, February and April.

Each issue of ‘Catalyst’ features up-to-date articles covering core topics in biology, chemistry, physics and earth sciences. The articles are often tied to science in the news and include carefully selected web addresses that illuminate each topic further. Contributors include, teachers, examiners and scientists engaged in research. The April 2008 (Volume 18, Number 4) issue contained articles on body sensor networks (next generation computer technology for healthcare and sports), the work of the British Antarctic Survey, careers in ecology, the Earth’s early atmosphere, probiotics, prebiotics (manipulating bacteria in the gut for health), the planet Mars.

You may subscribe individually at a cost of £16.95, but if we place a bulk subscription you will be charged just £7.50.

This publication provides what science textbooks are not designed to provide and I believe that it is a valuable accompaniment to your child’s education in science.

A display board in the Science Block at school (corridor via entrance opposite the K-Block) gives copies of some of the articles from the April 2008 issue for your son/daughter to examine.  Should you wish to find out more for yourself you could visit www.sep.org.uk/catalyst.

If you would like to subscribe please complete the reply slip overleaf and return it to me together with a cheque for £7.50 made payable to Solihull School before the end of school on Friday 22 September. I will then place a bulk subscription order and ensure that the magazines are distributed as they become available during the year.

Yours sincerely

A Jones

Head of Science

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr A Jones, Head of Science, Solihull School, Warwick Road, Solihull B91 3DJ.

I/We wish to subscribe to ‘Catalyst’ magazine on behalf of my/our son/daughter ………………………………………………

of Form……………..   and enclose a cheque for £7.50 made payable to Solihull School.

Signed:……………………………………………………..(Parent/Guardian)

