23 September 2008

To Parents of ALL Lower Fifth Form Pupils

Dear Parents

I am writing to inform you about the development of the GCSE Science curriculum for your son/daughter over the next two years. 

As a result of a slight change in the distribution of teaching periods in the Sciences, it has been decided to enter pupils for examination as follows:

Your son or daughter has already taken the module listed below

June

2008
Units B1a, C1a, P1a



(already taken in IV Form)

It is planned the remaining modules will be sat at the following times:

November
2008
Units B1b, C1b, P1b (+ any 1a retakes)

(to be taken as LV)*

March

2009
Units 1a/1b (retakes as necessary)

(to be taken as LV)

June

2009
Units B2, C2, P2



(to be taken as LV)

January

2010
Units B2, C2, P2 (retakes as necessary)

(to be taken as UV)

May/June
2010
Units B3, C3, P3 (+ any Unit 1/2 retakes)

(to be taken as UV)




(B in May; C  + P in June)
 

*changed from the previously advertised March 2009 to place it nearer to the completion of the teaching for this Unit.

The guiding principle in deciding upon these dates is that pupils should take the examination in a particular Unit at the time offered by the AQA that is closest to their completion of the appropriate material, that is when they are best prepared for entry.

As a reminder, Unit 1 (Core Science) for each of the three Separate Sciences is examined through two 30 minute objective (multiple-choice) papers, Biology (B1a), Chemistry (C1a) and Physics (P1a), worth 12.5 % of the total mark for each of the Separate Sciences, and B1b, C1b, P1b, worth another 12.5 % of the total mark for each of the Separate Sciences. Unit 2 (Additional Science) is examined by a 45 minute written paper in each of the three Separate Sciences and is worth a second 25 % of the total mark for the same. Unit 3 (Separate Science), is examined by another 45 minute paper and is worth a third 25 % of the total mark for each of the Separate Sciences. The fourth 25 % of the total marks is derived from the Centre-Assessed Unit (CAU) which comprises Practical Skills Assessment (PSA), carried out as part of ordinary practical work, and an Investigative Skills Assignment  (ISA), which is externally set but internally marked.

All pupils do have the Revision Guide and Workbook, published by CGP and dedicated to the AQA specification.












/over

Remember too that should you wish to investigate the details of the AQA GCSE Science Specifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics for yourselves, these can be found on the AQA website at www.aqa.org.uk and on the Solihull School website under Curriculum Science – Middle School.

Obviously there will also be an opportunity to discuss the progress of your son or daughter at the Parents’ Consultation Evening.

However, if you do have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me at school by e-mail at jonesa@solsch.org.uk.

With best wishes for a rewarding academic year.

Yours sincerely

Andrew Jones

Head of Science

