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4 5 0 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Solihull School embarked on its 450th anniversary year with a bumper series of activities, events and presentations.

A commemorative bronze medallion was presented to all pupils and teachers, a St George’s Day mass was held at St Alphege Church, 
and a new £3 million music school was opened by a world famous pianist. Pupils past and present could also reminisce at an exhibition 
about the history of the school in Solihull Central Library and at a special 450th Open Day.  

Solihull News
March 5th 2010



4 5 0 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Solihull Observer
April 15th 2010



4 5 0 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Touchbase 
June 2010

Solihull News 
April 30th 2010



4 5 0 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Birmingham Mail
March 23rd 2010



R E T I R E M E N T

Birmingham Press 
June 25th 2010

Birmingham Press
July 16th 2010

Headmaster Phillip Griffiths retired after an illustrious 38-year 
teaching career spent entirely at Solihull School. 

With interests in all aspects of school life, he held many posts 
including Housemaster,  Warden of the Sixth Form Centre, Third 
Master Second Master and eventually Headmaster in 2005.
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R E T I R E M E N T

Warwickshire Life
May 2010



A C A D E M I C

Birmingham Press
September 17th 2010

Solihull Observer
August 16th 2010

The School achieved a record-breaking A-level 
pass rate of 85 per cent at grades A*/A and 
B with 60 per cent of all A level exam papers 
awarded A* or A grades.

Seven students gained 28 A* grades between 
them in the fifth successive year that the School 
has recorded a 100 per cent A-level pass rate.  



M U S I C

Solihull Observer
August 12th 2010

Birmingham Press
April 23rd 2010

Solihull School’s 450th anniversary year hit the high notes with the official opening of the 
David Turnbull Music School. World-leading pianist Peter Donohoe unveiled the £3 million 
professional-standard facility that has reinforced the School’s arts and performance quarter.

A series of recitals by internationally renowned organists continued with one by former Solihull 
pupil Iain Simcock playing the instrument he trained on before its £220,000 restoration.
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M U S I C

21 Century Schools 
January 2010



A R T S

Totally Society
Spring  2010

Solihull News
July 23rd 2010

A record seven drama productions (not including those by Theatre Studies students) were staged at all levels for the third successive year.

Highlights included the Junior School’s performance of the popular musical Ye Ha! and a spectacular revival of South Pacific involving more 
than 100 pupils and directed, in her first musical, by Head of Drama Jean Wilde.

Birmingham Press
July 16th 2010



R E M E M B R A N C E

The Sun
November 12th 2009

Birmingham Mail
November 5th 2009

All 1,000 pupils attended the annual 
Remembrance Day service at school, 
with former pupil and Sandhurst officer 
cadet Richard Miller laying a wreath in 
honour of past pupils who had died for 
their country.



C H A R I T Y  P R O J E C T S

Solihull News
March 19th 2010

An unceasing commitment to helping others 
resulted in pupils raising more than £30,000 for a 
range of local and international charities.

Among the landmarks was the success of the 
Junior School in raising the £7,650 needed from 
a five-year Sightsavers campaign to pay for its 
450th operation for children with cataracts.

Solihull News
December 4th 2009



E N R I C H M E N T

Solihull Observer
May 13th 2010

Solihull News
November 13th 2009

Pupils enjoyed a wide 
range of experiences and 
challenges in the Sixth-Form 
Enrichment Programme.

A-level students tested their 
French language skills in a 
debating session with other 
European students at Alder 
Biesen in Belgium. Closer 
to home, the School voted 
their own hustings at the 
time of the General Election 
an unqualified success.

A growing number of Sixth-
Formers also extended 
their academic experience 
by undertaking enrichment 
modules for the Open 
University’s first-year 
undergraduate programme.



E N R I C H M E N T

Birmingham Press
June 11th 2010

Solihull Observer
January 7th 2010



S P O R T

Birmingham Mail
July 6th 2010

Solihull School made history 
on the playing field when it 
helped to amass the highest 
aggregate score in a 50-over 
match between schools in 
English cricket history.

Captain Chris Williamson 
scored 263 in a Solihull 
Score of 408 for 5 to beat 
Nottingham High School who 
were bowled out for 401.

Cricketers throughout the 
School were supported 
by their coach former 
Warwickshire batsman and 
Glamorgan captain David 
Hemp who started training 
in October.

Thirteen-year-old tennis 
player Alannah Griffin 
began the year with the 
Warwickshire title under her 
belt and finished it as national 
champion.   



S P O R T

Solihull Observer
April 1st 2009



S P O R T

Birmingham Press
May 21st 2010

Solihull News
March 19th 2010

Solihull News
April 9th 2010



S P O R T

Birmingham Press
May 28th 2010
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