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450th ANNIVERSARY

Solihull School embarked on its 450th anniversary year with a bumper series of activities, events and presentations.

A commemorative bronze medallion was presented to all pupils and teachers, a St George’s Day mass was held at St Alphege Church,

and a new £3 million music school was opened by a world famous pianist. Pupils past and present could also reminisce at an exhibition

about the history of the school in Solihull Central Library and at a special 450th Open Day.

Solihull News
March 5th 2010

School to mark
its 450th year

SOLIHULL . School has unveiled
plans to celebrate its 450th anniver-
sary.

A billbeard, announcing the landmark, has
been erected in Solihull town centre and a
number of events are planned between now
and the end of the year,

Former teacher John Loynton will be pub-
lishing an updated history of the indepen-
dent school - which counts comedian Stew-
art Lee and Top Gear's Richard Hammond
among its former pupils.

An exhibition - following the school's
history - will also go on display in Solihull
Library.

Philip Griffiths, headteacher, said: “Hav-
ing served the local community for 450
years, Solibull School prides itself on its
rich heritage and tradition as well as on be-
ing forward-thinking, which has enabled
our boys and girls to achieve their potential
in & caring and supportive environment.

“Even throughout the recession the school
has continued to prosper and 1 believe it will
continue to do so0.”

Built in 1560, the school began life in a
building near St Alphege Church - long
since gone. Towards the end of the 16th
century, it moved to a new premises - later
known as Malvern House.

Finally, in 1882, it relocated to its current
site oh nearby Warwick Road and it has
been there ever since.

Changes in recent years have seen the end
of Saturday and board in school and the
launch of full co-education in 2005.

B Front row - Max Penney, seven, Ria Pandey, eight, William
Thompson, seven, Anna Mitchell, eight (back row) Clivia O"Malley
and Michael Hawkes - both 17




450th ANNIVERSARY

The Observer, Thursday April 15, 2010

Pupils’ memento

wwwesolihullobservercoul

SOLIHLL School's 1,000 pupils
forged an historic bond with their
. school when they each received a
medallion to celebrate its 450th

Birmingham's
vaellﬂyﬂuarberand bear the school
motto ‘Perseverantia’, were presented
tuallmebuysandmhyI'mﬂmas-
ter Phillip Griffiths.
The presentation was one of a

series of events that are taking place
this year to commemorate this mile-
stone in the history of the schoaol,
which was founded in 1560,

The events will include o 5t George's
Day service that will take place simul-

téltnenmly in_the school chapel and
BlrMPuun,gl'mns Symphmur Hall this
autumn featuring current and former
musicians from the school.

Other activities to look forward
this summer are an exhibition at

Soﬂnuﬂubmqmmpuhlicaﬂwof
a new history of the school.
Headmaster Phillip Griffiths said:
“The medallion should provide a
source of pride to all those pupils
whe are lucky enough to be part of
muhistnryhmrma]uramwemaqr

ﬁulllllll Sr.:h;:-ul tpluéou i I..wutt
oo an a

rwum tgnalr 450th anniversary |
medallions from Headmaster
Phillip Griffiths. (s) *

Solihull Observer
April 15th 2010




450th ANNIVERSARY

Solihull News
April 30th 2010

School celebrates 450th anniversary
SOLIHULL School cele- B Fictured: Mayor of Solihull,

brated its 450th anniversa- Morman Davies, headmaster

ry with a celebratory mass Phillip Gaiffiths, Bishop of

on 51 George's Day. Aston, Father Tim Filkinglon,

Two services were held chair of governors Graham

in 5t Alphege church and Hughes, Mayoress, Brenda

the school chapel with 500
pupils attending each. The
31 Alphege service was
conducted by the Bishop
of Aston.

Councillor Norman Da-
vies, Muyor of Solihull,
attended alongside the school's hesdteach-
er and head of the board of governors.

Sixth formers and middle school years
walked from the school to St Alphege,
while junior and kwer school remained in
the chapel on the schools grounds.

The school's foundations began in 1560
in a small room alongside St Alphege
church, today the school’s cresi stands on
the Mayor's pew donated by the school in
1954, ns a symbol of its heritage.

Headmaster, Phillip Griffiths, who is

in his final year at the school zaid: “1 am
delighted 1o celebrute the school’s 450k
anniversary in 51 Alphége Church where
the school criginates and also to have wel-
comed the Mayor 1o the service, symbolis-
ing our strong links with the borough.™

This is one of several events to commem-
ormate the schools histary. A grand open day,
in July, and o concert at Symphony Hall in
October will continue the year-long cel-
cbration. Each pupil has received o com-
memoralive medal made specially st the
Jewellery Quarter.

Davles

Solihull School Trumpeting

Touchbase
June 2010

450 Years Of Excellence

th a full complement of
pupils, record nurmber of
apolicants, and a brand

new music schoal, Salibull Schoat
has advanced into its $50th year

i stylbe,

The £3 millicn addition to

its Warwick Road campus

has crosvned the annbwersary
celebrations for the independent co-
educational school, whose alumni

range from local entreprenewurs to
award-winning rmusicians, scientists
and TV celebrities.

The David Turmbull Music Schoel,
narmed after a former head of
music, offers some of the most
atvanced learning, practicing and
performing facilities in the region,
Fhillip Griffiths, Solihull School
Headmaster, said: “Applications to
read music have increased by a third
since the launch of the music schoaol,
which is the latest of 2 number of
new fadlities designed to maximise
oppartunities for our pupils.”

The investrment has come nat from
fees but the schoel's endowment

fund, which has also paid for new
teaching, performing arts and sports
Excilities opened over the past ten
years and pays for its assisted places
and scholarships.

"As a true reflection of a changing
society, it has made owr boys and

girls better prepared for the world
of business and for life in general ™

The entire school recently
celebrated the milestona at a
spedial St George's Day service
held simultaneously at St Alphege
Church in Salinull and the school's
chapel, which in turn is marking its
S0th anniversary,

The chapel was also the venue last
week for a special 450th annhersany
ital by former pupi lain
awoarld leading organist
and current Music Director of the
Academie Vocale de Paris in France,
Other events will include an
exhibition In Solihull Library from
May 17 to July 2 and the publication
of a new history of the school by
former teacher john Loynton,




450th ANNIVERSARY

Medals
to mark
school’s
450th
birthday

————

ByGregybvams

smum I cele-

Witk s Full com u ol pupila
recurd nimhet of applicants and
raped new mmsic school, the inds-
proen school has entered fis mils-
wirme year on & Bigh nate

Last week, 1,000 pujils fomgsd an
historle bond wilh the lsading
sl wisen they ssch received &
mweriallhm 1o celebraie s fascinst
ity fmat
o identical biehes memsnos
ilch wers siruck in Birming:
harm's pewsllary Quarior and basr
the school ot “Peissverasiia)

—— e ]

were phwimnted 10 ey papll by
eadmaster Phillip Griffiths

Bt {he celebratbons will noi siop
there hecause the peesenlation
i iiw) one of & serle ol svents
thai are tsking plece this year in
cnmmermotals he opening of il
icletea] |5 1560

Foeging aheid Fugshs Ande Hooper and Ge0egs Lieet] ietewe B R
iy meciiors ham Solul Schoal headmasier il Cif i

The schioil fa plicning 4 5
Coamge’s Day mevice and & conoesn
In Birmingham's Symphony Hall

ilkls suitumn feeturing carrent snd
foriner muicians fromm the school
This chajiel will alio be 1k vesus

Notr weortly. Py in Sobbst Schees new £3 milen e whool

om April 30 Bor & special dioik
ARNVersary recits] by
former papll fin Simoeck, &
world-lesding orgamist asd our-
mant maile ditectos of the Acade-
mla Vocals de Paris |s Francs

her evesls will isclode an
hibition n Solibull Lik
May 17 i fuly 2 and (ke pob-
jcation of a new histesy of e
schaes]l by [oemsr isacher folkn

ana, sports-
3 TV cinlistatil o

The ackliblon. named afier David
Tarmbe] il ooff mmnbe,
niers v et gibvapoed
lomrning, practicing sl purlons-

ing fmcilfties n the meglan. Hesd
mdited M G said- “Applics
thons fa read meeie hive | momassd
by u third simce the lsanch of the
music schaol, which s the lniest ol
ramber of rew dreeloposents
s opjeiini

s
bwartenimg 10 heve o Tull

eomplemest 1008 pupils i
sich circumstances |n or 45000
i

Ho
v vl Tally co-educaticaal

RATY YOUT.

Birmingham Mail
March 23rd 2010




RETIREMENT

HEADMASTER Philliy Grifiths
gy put up with B o
play wihon Fis hood boy choss
s Four-foold approach 10
casbsbrmting his canser

Frank Prilipe rohsd Bk in
im0 enerches an arckend rAght
ol 450-year-old Sollll School
o et Futated Excvy Ly gracee his
e whils in lessons on e
fupaacimasion’s e,

Birmingham Press
June 25th 2010

A ol e o B achools
ol for @ dary, “Bracien” was
Eroducd fol o
miaater bul to sl 1,000 boys and

Sehoel, which ha joened in 1972

o ol o |

Pucharn e WWarmm

3 o hislory amsiyinnt

Phillip sald; "Thom ks alvays
a place for iradktion al Sothul
School i wa colebinle our
4508h annivamany but othor an-
el priviliges of the kol
il vy, whiich include
e onky pupl umr 'IJTl;‘
8 g, will T lockisd
Fisiony.”

Headmaster Phillip Griffiths retired after an illustrious 38-year

teaching career spent entirely at Solihull School.

With interests in all aspects of school life, he held many posts
including Housemaster;, Warden of the Sixth Form Centre, Third
Master Second Master and eventually Headmaster in 2005.

THLUILL Fesndrmasior
e Ssirma
5 endirg Jg-vear
:.-a.-n v GRS s Daan

Harving played Firt
rughy i dn undege

Az officar-in=change of the
ammy section during his 24
yoars in the Comitined

I
i T a5 an assistant
o1 the Adivel history

Balh his sor
a kraeyor, and
Harw

wnil hae weorics in B Cusen's
privaie colloction, compisied

Birmingham Press
July 16th 2010




RETIREMENT

A life time of teaching

As Solihull School celebrates its 450th year, headteacher
Phillip Griffiths looks back on his 38 years of service to the school,

hen Phillip
Griffichs
joined
Solihull
School in
1972, it was ﬂlvl'ru].':, pupils were
addressed by cheir surnames,

masters wore gowns and Victorian |3

wooden school desks were still in
use. Today, the 1,000-pupil school
is fully mixed, there are no
boarders and the manual
duplicavor thar covered teachers
in purple ink has long been
consigned 1o the rechnology
history books.

Phillip took the job as history
assistant at Solihull with the
intention of staying two or three
years. Thirty-cight years later he is |§
retiring from the school, “1
applied 1o Solihull School because
my wife Belinda was warking in
the area. T had che idea that [
would stay for two to three years
and then move on sumewhere else 1o
become a head of department,” he

says. “1 never left because I found the

school very pleasant, the pupils
agrecable and intelligent, and cach
time | discussed leaving the head
'E' would offer me a new role.”
School life has changed
w considerably since 1972, “le wasa
£ very conservative school then, so
Y much so that my first class list
showed only surnames and initials,
My first step was to find out
2 everyone’s first name and address
& them by it — and now you will find
2 thar all pupils from seven oo 18 are
E addressed by the staff in that way.
5 “[ believe chis has helped 1o make
8 the school more civilised, although

discipline remains important and the

6A thousand girls
have now passed
through the school,
Co-education has
made the school more
relaxed and frisndly®

common courtesics of pupils
standing up when a teacher enters a
room and addressing them as 'sir’ or
'ma'am" has continued.”

Technology has also changed
schooling. “The weaching process was
very 'hands-on” and almost
unrecognisable from today’s world of
interactive computer boards and
overhead projectors. | remember

having to use a manual duplicator
to print off worksheets for classes
- and getting covered up to the
elbow in purple dye,” he says.

Afier schooldays in Coventry,
Phillip studied history ac
Liverpool University, where he
played for the First XV rughy
ream. A masters degree at
Birmingham Universicy, then
teacher training in MNorwich,
followed, On jeining Solihull
School he taught Alevel history,
waorking his way up as
housemaster and then Warden of
the Sixth Form Centre. After that
he became Third Master, then
Second Master, and in 2005 he
took over as headmaster,

Ower the years he has been
involved in many of the changes
such as the move from O'Levels
o GCSEs and more recently, the
incroduction of extended project
qualifications for the most able
Sixth Formers.

“The Open University Young
Applicants in Schools (YASS) scheme
strerches our best A-level studens by
enabling them ro study a range of
undergraduare modules under their
own sceam,” he says. “Ir helps o
differentiate them from other pupils
when it comes to applying to
traditional universities.”

Saturday school ended in 1976 and
the last boarders left ten years larer.
Since then the Warwick Road sive,
which the school has occupied since
1882, has been improved with new
teaching blocks, sports centres and
theatre buildings. The latest to open
this year has been the £3 million
Dravid Turnbull Music Schoal,
named after a former head of music.




RETIREMENT

Phillip says his proudese
achievement has been the move from
an u”-lm_\_.'n school to one with |11:-:.-':.
and gi.rl'.- in equal measure, The
process began in 1973 with the first
intake of girls in the Sixth Form and
was finally completed this year with
girls moving up to all levels after the
Junior School went co-educational
in 20

“A thousand girls have now passed

through the school. Co-educarion
has made the school more relaxed
and

competitiveness in the classroom and

-I:I-I:“_'r' while mainta

our excellent academic resules. As a
true reflection of a changing society,
it has also made our boys and girls
betoer prepared for outside life.”
Phillip’s owo children were
educated at che school. Hannah, now
octor, joined in the Sixth Form

CCF Centenary 19548

and returned las
in the

pear to ger married
hool chapel.

M 1 Simon is pow a successhul
lawyer but was none too excited 1w be
rold thar he would have o face an
academi ar "":illg I!.nlg!ﬂ! h:r me,”
said Phillip. “"He even put in an
officizl protest because he thoughe it
was unfair on him = bur was rold by
his head of department that he would
have oo put up with id™ »




RETIREMENT

Ourside the classroom Phillip has
coached rughy o all ages from Under
13: to Second XV, As officer-in-
charge of the army scerion during his
24 years in the Combined Cader
Farce, he organised the CCF
centenary celebrations in 1998,
Philip has also been Master of
Terriers, an organisation that
prepares pupils for the CCE and was
warden of the school's mouneain
contage in Wales,

“The eorrage was somerimes the
farchest that a pupil would travel on
a sehool erip when | first joined the
school. Now rugby tours two Australia,
geography visits to leeland, and

science trips to America have
become commonplace.”

Phillip has alse been proud of
Selihull School’s commitment 1o
baoth the local community and the
wider world. “Whether it's painting
fences in the local park in association
with Solihull Council or raising
money for earthquake relief in Chile,
with which we have a school
exchange programme, our
respansibilities have grown from the
links we have developed.”

50 has he achieved everything he
set out to achieve? Yes. . . almost, is
the answer.

“I've had loads of fun, from

abseiling our of a helicoprer 1o
watching the school in a rughy final
at Twickenham, bur I've regrerted
never learning a musical instrument,
The opening of our new music
school has helped inspire me vo learn
to play the piane and fortunately my
daughter has just bought one. I'm
l‘u.'||:|il'|gI thar afier | retire she will find
the time to teach her Dad," m

Solihull Central Library is to host
an exhibition celebrating Solihull
School’s 450th anniversaryuncil Znd
July. A new history of the school is
to be published by former veacher
John Loynton this summer.

Warwickshire Life
May 2010




ACADEMIC

Region's schools achieve impressive results in this year's exams UUT3 SEe) EhlE7ee] B (e A i g ST

Class of 2010 enjoy their
moment of celebratlon

pass rate of 85 per cent at grades A*/A and
B with 60 per cent of all A level exam papers
awarded A* or A grades.

Seven students gained 28 A* grades between
them in the fifth successive year that the School

has recorded a 100 per cent A-level pass rate.

a, =
il sbieving Bore or e
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oot

Hasd ik Marm [laylas
IS, Tp———
(T

Wi would all Bk & aew
wchool, b thin just chows
(8 I-liqp doa't ki 8

Wich Englich s i o
chudod. B pusn rein row wy-
o pasonings poims s &1L
e
Hed  meacher  Tracey
Camphall il “We v de-
Bighind wifh Shown romts i,
et pna, gt o Chulimgs  Washvars King Bebwanis Comp (801
cPeved il Gt ATIS ) | kil \, J— i e of puming  Oids s Kings Feiih arw 20
8wl 80 e ot ol 1 [ e or more A% i C grde  pugils schirey b o mer A
el s begawarte) | Chaofs A it o ren passts heling Englich el gredes

s o e 9y running. St T

& ecrg-Ermaing 85

Birmingham Press
September | 7th 2010

SEVEN students who each clinched
four A* star %rgdas have led Sofinull
School to a 100 per cent A-level pass
rate for the fifth year running.

A record-breaking BS per cent of
passas weara achieved at grades A*/A
and B with 60 per cent of all A-
Level exams being awarded A* or A
grades.

The seven that gained a total of 28
A* grades batween them will be taki
up places at thelr first cholce univers
ties as follows:

Jamaa Adie (Physics - Imperial

London), Charlotte  Allso
Medicine-StJohn'sCollage,

bri David Ellict
- Quag%ﬂ é)ambﬂdgal

Michael Goodwin gg:eﬂnary Medicine

- Clare College, Cambridge), Daniel
Hurst (Chemical Engineering - Jesus §

College, Cambndgﬂ .ﬁbigaulh'lclntoﬁh
M { UTBJ ?MGSF'H'"
oonan alury- niversity ege,
London

).
Headmaster Phillip Griffiths said:
*l am delighted that our 450th anni-
versary year has been crowned with

‘.-’at annlhar racord-breaking set of S‘ﬂﬂhﬂﬂlEﬂ 28 i_":.t.}l;pal?grnﬂ ,E. t‘?‘éﬁ‘ﬁrﬂ
i am are (seate [ av . (Seate
"%The splendid schiavement of 85 Michael Goodwin, and (standing left to right) Rolsin

er cont of grades at A*/A and B is a
Noonan, Ablgall Mcintosh, James Adle, Danlel Hurst
Biite by the: v work and techicetion i e m'::g by )

Solihull Ob
OHnY Server of our pupils and staff.”

August [6th 2010




MUSIC

Solihull School’s 450th anniversary year hit the high notes with the official opening of the

David Turnbull Music School. World-leading pianist Peter Donohoe unveiled the £3 million

professional-standard facility that has reinforced the School’s arts and performance quarter.

A series of recitals by internationally renowned organists continued with one by former Solihull

pupil lain Simcock playing the instrument he trained on before its £220,000 restoration.

The Obnerver, Thursday Asgesi 12, 2010

Pianist opens music centre
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Solihull Observer
August 12th 2010

ONE OF the world’s most ac-
claimed organists will be re-
turning to his musical roots to
help Solihull School celebrate
its 450th anniversary.

lain Simcock, a renowned so-
loist, recording artist and cho-
ral leader who was a pupil at
the independent co-educational
school from 1976 to 1983, is to
give a free organ recital in its
chapel on Wednesday, April 28
at 7.30pm.

He will be playing music dat-
ing from when the school was
founded in 1560 to the pres-
ent day on the instrument on
which he trained following its
£220,000 restoration.

The works will include The
Queen’s Alman by William
Byrd, based on a dance
that became popular, in the
English courts in the 1560s,
three pieces from JS Bach's
‘Clavieruebung’, Jean-Philippe

Organist to celebrate school’s 450 years

Rameau’s *Air des Sauvages’
from Les Indes Galantes, and
Cesar Franck’s Pastorale Opus
19.

Free tickets for the Iain
Simcock recital at Solihull
School Chapel in Warwick
Road, Solihull are available by
calling the school on 0121 705
0958 or by sending an email
request to admin@@solsch.org.
uk

Birmingham Press
April 23rd 2010
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. | Case Studies

School of rock

The new music building at Solihull school offers its students
professional-standard facilities. From wall panels that can
adjust a room’s acoustics, to the ‘rock and percussion’ rooms

for budding student bands, the building has changed the

school, says Jayne Howarth.

hen Birmingharm architects Makalm Payne
Group weve tasked with deskgning a £3
mallion music centre at 2 West Midlands
schiool, the beief was clear: it had 1o be the bestin
the region.

Saolihull School, a co-educational independent
school, is remowned for the music provision it delivers
its 1000 pupils. The school wanted to consolidate its
reputation for excellence with a showcase building
with kntevior featunes that matched the promise of
tha exterior,

And Malcalm Payne, wha founded the sichitecs’
practice, was keen to incorporate as many
professional-standard music facilities a3 he could
within the Diavid Turmbull Music School' (named afver
aformer head of music at the schoed,

“This ks o just a school with a long and prowd
trafithon., It has & very strong music depanment and
that was our prime focus,” he said,

| Vighurme 4:2

“Although the independent education sector
s an Important part of our portfolic, this was the
first dedicated music school we designed.”

The music school, which opened in September,
wis completed in two years from initial instruction
o hand-aver. It provides a high-guality learning
environment specifically designed to attract
young musicians and prepare them for a massical
CArEeT.

The scale and the materials of the bullding
wera chosen to reinforce the character of the
campus, but the stand-slane building itsell is
baight, modern and airy and designed to maxdmise
daylight in teaching areas.

Payne said hewas keen to design a centre with a
strong sense of identity. it is arranged on the axis
of the existing theatre at the school, the radiating
form echoing its curved fagade to complete the
performing arts quarter,




MUSTIC

And the Bnear plan form means that, should the
school decide to expand the teaching areas and recital
space, it con o 10 eadily Moy the axis of the atrium.

Facilities

But it i thee Encilities within the dedicated centre that
aremost striking and show the school's commitment
to music education and performing ans excellence.

The building comprises roned teaching and
practice and performance spaces amangad around
a double-height atrium, It uses under-floor heating
A thenmostatically-controlied roof lights to prevent
heat build-up,

This central circulation space functions as an
“intemnial street’ - and provides reception, exhibition
ard social spaces.

"We wanted it to foster a vibrant, creative
atmosphere, We bebeve we have achieved that very
well” explained Malcolm.

"It is purposely paved to form a continuation af
ther sumrounding paths, The most satisfying aspect of
the accupied premizes for me is the atmosphere that
s, been created in the “street” running through the
building.

ks we imended, the space has become a lively
meeting place for music scholars across the rangs
of ages and discipiines, It has the fesling of a
srnall arts ceritre, with displiys of paintings from the
art deparoment and theatre posters from the drama
department.”

Case Studies

e learrIncire

Thee layout comprises a series of rectangular and
nan-rectangular spaces that are designed to enhance
acoustic performance. An absorption panel system
allows the acousthe progerties of each space to be
quickly Tuned’ to provide optimum conditions for
EVery NStrment.
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Case Studies

Each space is acoustically insulated. The dedicated
pupll rock band practice rooms and percussion
spated are physically separated from sdjoining areas
Thie school's reckers are encowraged to explore
thelr oreathvity just like the classical students = but,
presumably to the relef of parents, ot st home in the

Because of the school's need for high-quality
production, the design also intorparates a recording
studio, which links to the atrium and other main spaces
10 allow performances 10 be networked,

And would-be composers have access to a fully-
equipped ICT suite,

Stephen Perring, hiad of music, said the rew centre
wiaes baullt ot & mrinute 100 soon.

“Tha gowemorns decided that our pupils’ enthusisem
for mutsc had vastly cutgrown its accommodation.
Theewe were nol enough roomes for pupils to practise o
For szaff o teach in” he eplained,

“Thee faciiities for rebearsing the various onchestras/
bands and cholrs were insufficient and also had to serve
&t classrooeTis,

W wordenful to have theee purpose-built dassrooms,
e Jusst fior that purpose.

“Wie hanve o rebiearsal roomd, which means we can
operate twa different mushe groups sienultaneousty in
Eght, spacious conditions.

“We are completely theilled with this new facility - a5
e the pupils and pasenits. Rightly so - thas ransfoemed
o we delitver music throughout the school,

(e

n n

"It i stunnirg, spacious and light. We feel incrediloly
lacky to have these facilities.”

“The school’s facillities for music teaching and
performance have been greatly expanded, inoneasing
cpportunities for pupllsacross the musical spectrum.®
wxid Py,

layne Howarth is & freelance journalist who bas
wiritten fof several architecture publicaticns.

4

2| Century Schools
January 2010




ARTS

A record seven drama productions (not including those by Theatre Studies students) were staged at all levels for the third successive year.

Highlights included the Junior School’s performance of the popular musical Ye Ha! and a spectacular revival of South Pacific involving more

than 100 pupils and directed, in her first musical, by Head of Drama Jean Wilde.

Totally Society
Spring 2010

W Maik Livrence, Wiliem Jeve, Masw
Grogan; (kneelngh Abigail Humphreys and
Thiarma Mitchall

A Wild West winner

SOUHULL Junlor School

recroated

of the Wild West in the
el Ye-Hat

s from

Hubbard, by
Thomas and
Calamity Jane-llke Billle-do

Briske, played by Abigall

Janet Humphreys, Head
of Janior Sehool English
& Drama and the show

and Hamme

to right)
mile de Becque
and Philippe (Lt Jo

including (le
and John
.. Lucie (Liat)

ph Gable)

Solihull News
July 23rd 2010

By Thorl My kingdom for a Norse

@ Cameron Hemp and Harrier HISTORY came dramatl- Thor's hamemer,

Toogeod come face 1o fee with cally to e for Solihull Junier | . ey was part of &

Thorgil the Viking 5‘“‘ .mﬂpr;"““m“ drama workshop by
Thes 7-B year cids. were which Ixhudod e charce.
isited by Thorgih @ Viking | for the Year 3 boys and
o the way from his conical SRR AG N LR Ve
mﬁmw - Micola Alkins., Hislory Co-
Theegll told them about ordinator af Solhuldl Junior
his Srducus journey from Sehool, said: “The chiidre
Denmark, his tamiy's daly mmmnmmm
chares and the of | e activilios as
the community court of Law brawght the Viking age to
kngwn as “The Thing', “The warkshop was one of a
The Iendly Viking alse rumber of mears thal we use
showed ofl his fortune-tel tor ecite and inspine pupls
skills with magical runes aboul history & Solihull Junior
recounied tha axnciing saga of | School.”

Birmingham Press
July 16th 2010




REMEMBRANCE

Cadet back in the classroom

Poigrant refum: Richand hiller

Birmingham Mail
November 5th 2009

November [2th 2009

By Tony Collins

A FORMER pupll of Solihull School
wha Is now tralning to be an army
oificer is to make a polgnant
return to his old classroom 1o

honour past puplls who died for
thelr country.

Richard Millor, aged 26, who Is
an officer cadet ot the renocwned
Sandhurst Academy In Surmey, will
lay a wreath on behalf of tha
armed forces at the school’s
Remembrance Day senvics this
Wednesday.

Tha soldier, who left Solihull
School in 2007 sfter completing
his A-levels, will perform the
wirealh-laying ceremony in front
of the school’s own war memorial.

Al 1,000 pupils of the co-

PRAYERS

The Sun I

educational indepandent day
school, aged seven to 18, will be
In attendance,

' Richard, who was 8 member of
tha RAF cadets at Solihull School,
will finish his training at
Sandhurst next month befors
jeining the Royal Signals as
Second Lisutenant.

His fathar, David, former
commanding officer of the
Combined Cadet Force at Solihull
School, sald the family was
honoured and proud that Richard
was irvited to blead the wreath
laying.

Mir Miller sabd; "He was
delighted 10 be ashed and is wvery
much looking forward to
riturning to Solihull School for

Our 5||

All 1,000 pupils attended the annual
Remembrance Day service at school,
with former pupil and Sandhurst officer
cadet Richard Miller laying a wreath in
honour of past pupils who had died for
their country.

thanks to

the fallen

e LAST WWI VI:TS REMEMBEIIED

THE natiss Pell allewl yealerdsy 8wy ousces Lo

racogaition of Be Snsl pessiag ol
s Wikl Wi Divs o i,




CHARITY PROJECTS

An unceasing commitment to helping others
resulted in pupils raising more than £30,000 for a

A milestone in
sight for puplls

SOLIHULL Junior School pupils
have reached = major milestone by

range of local and international charities.

Among the landmarks was the success of the
Junior School in raising the £7,650 needed from

a five-year Sightsavers campaign to pay for its

450th operation for children with cataracts.

lwsmmmmmmmmxump:nmqhmmm“
peogle in the Thid

No card rule hoost

VOUNGETERS w1 Salk
hull Sehool woa't be sendiag
Christmsas cards ts one snather
ihiks yoar = bl W' all S 8 poed

causn

The pupili snd il &l the oo
School oY nsisy morey for Saphl
mvrr Chrismas Wishen Appos] snd
¢ hopuag 0 genérate eovugh cah
o el mve the wghs of eir 450
child - 18 mark the indapendens
wharels A3 i veTary.

11 i thha filh ywar tha the § 70 popils
have nuppodied e chasify, which
heign o combety B isdness i devel
Uplrg consnires s prosido £y carn
il wiEdtEeT

To-dass, Solikull School pupils huve

Thdsedd e than L7000 far the char
. whiach s Bl b puty i cma-
ract apesations for 417 chilieer,

ey dbrmbemher ARt Prooe
mid “For me, the icestve of mp-
poring s woabertisl chaniy o e,
or o pelavely msagr s, the life of
w child et jin Eamily cam change dm-
mitacally for the bottes ™

“With Selilull Schood ivaching o
very ipecial £50th silestons, we o
hoping 0 mark the omson wilh i
sl wignilicamce of oar e -
ing thr wight cur of ur 830 chile -

The el ia alsa Tha
Raotary Chsb of S8 Alphage, Solhell's
appeal oo reise maney Tor Pallogle,
il mints 1o et ol

Solihull News
December 4th 2009

saving the sight of their 450th child
and lannching their support for a sec-
ond children’s charity.

The 7-11 year olds donated £606 1o Sight-
savers in their school’s 450th anniversary
year &8 part of o five-year campaign. It has
browght to E7,650 the amount they have
raised for the charity - enough to pay for 450
operations for children with catarscts,

The boys and girls also presented a chegque
for £1,150 wlh-.- Rotary Club of 51 Alphege,
which is mising funds for Rotary Imema-
tional's *End Polic Now' campaign.

Buoth donations resulled from pupils send-
ing a singhe cand rather than multiple cands o
their class amnd teachers ot Christmas.

Mark Penncy, deputy head of Solihall Ju-
nior School, said: “We are delighted o be
able 10 celebrade our 450th anniversary by
restoring the sight of our 450th child and to
lnunch our suppart for another special glabal
charity this year, With the cost of an oral po-
lio vaccing costing just 50p, our pupils want
1o help the Rotary organisation in its cfforts
to help consign a condrtion thal condemnns
children 1o lifelong paralysis 10 the history

M Scarlett O'Maley (lefi), deputy head gir

of Solihull Junior School, and  Abigail
Humphreys, head girl, present the cheque

to Les Hardy of Sightsavers.
baoks."

Solihll Junior School has already raised
£2,400 for Save the Children to help refu-
gees in Sri Lanka, as well as £1.200 for the
Edward’s Trust, which supports families at
Birmingham Children's Hospital, since the
start of the academic year.

It has also contributed £3.439 to Soli-
hull Schoal’s Charity Week callection of
E2,821, which has been split between West
Midlands Adr Ambulance, [Habetes UK,
The Children's Trust and Macmillan Can-
cer Support, and donated 148 gift boxes 10
help rehef efforts in Haiti

B Solibull School’s Senior and Junicr
Schools mised £2,460 between them For
Haiti following a sponsored non-uniform
day, bringing to more than E30,000 the
amount that the school has raised for chari-
thes since Seplember 2009,

Solihull News
March 19th 2010




ENRICHMENT

show off their skills

FRENCH-speaking sixth
formers from Solihull School
have proven their debafing
and language skills after tak-
ing part in a Europe-wide
ovent.

A total of 13 A level students,
all of whom are studying French,
spent a week in the Flemish area of
Alden Biesen, Belgium, with stu-
dents from Spain and Belginm, as
part of the European Classes event,
which is run four times a year.

As well as leaming about lan-
guage and culture iting Mans-
tricht, Aachen and Brussels and
taking part in sporis events, they
alsa had to present a 30-minute
lecture in French on an aspect of
European law they would like to
see changed.

proposed that a French law,

which allows unmarried couples

5 biting in order to receive legal pro-

on should they separate or ong partner die and to

protect children either born within the relationship or
adopted, should be extended across the EUL

Libby Campbell, who teaches French and Spanish
and organised the trip, said: “Cur students had to pre-
pare weeks in advance to create their presentatiom in
French, and then have the confide gel up on stage
and deliver it to a room [ull of relative strangers.

Solihull News
November |3th 2009

h formers fn;:m Solihull School at the European I"IaSGE's event in

Alden Biesen.

and simply have a go, not worrying about making mis-
takes, in order to have their opinion heard,
“They soon realised that everyone was in the same
nch not being anyone’s mother longue, dnd
ell. I was very proud of them.”
headmaster at the independent school
¢ They set themselves a s
cant challenge nnd n.m.' o it magnificently.”

Solihull Observer
May 13th 2010

AS THE Generl Elsction
duscondid into faror, ane
Solibull school's mock election
wns vobed & winner after poy
o of the

hedr e ehec-

Wfl.idl has sesn
ithir ebection fall from beimg tho
closest rup In & generstion, to
a mational farce of
talks in fust a few digs, Solihull
Sehood have pul the countny to
shaane by debating the issies of
ihe day with democracy.

Ten cawdldsies from ihe slxih
form at the independent co-ed
debated with ench other In o
mmemblies after issaing thedr
rwn marnifestos, ghvisng

speeches
and holiling rallies throaghaout

the schial,

Phillip Griffiths, b, sl
probisg qusstions wene put to
each of the candidaies on ove-
rything from ithe economy and

:|r|.1.|:| defence spending
and malional detil.

“They it in & bol of effor and
time Lo their campaigns and kol
researched the ssipes extnemely

“They were able to give seri-
s answeTs 1o some excellent
uurﬂi:nu pul! o them by the

e,

M ot
HII|I&|. E'l’:rln

Pupils enjoyed a wide
range of experiences and
challenges in the Sixth-Form

Enrichment Programme.

A-level students tested their
French language skills in a
debating session with other
European students at Alder
Biesen in Belgium. Closer
to home, the School voted
their own hustings at the
time of the General Election

an unqualified success.

A growing number of Sixth-
Formers also extended
their academic experience
by undertaking enrichment
modules for the Open
University’s first-year

undergraduate programme.




ENRICHMENT

Birmingham Press
June ['1th 2010

SIX SOLIHULL School pupils Applicants in Schools Scheme. Earthquakes and Tsunami,
have boosted thelr chances of . oo while Sarah McCabe chose the
winning the university places of Emmlts I':'I.I;Iddl.dﬂs iwnelha module Understanding Human
their Ehﬂ?ﬂ-& aftar testing them- Open University's first-year Mutrition.
S, Viin undergraduate-ievel | undergraduate programme in | The pupils pictured. from lef
: insir own time alangside thelr | 1o right, are Abigail Mclntosh,

They are the first sisth-formears | £7/2VEI COUSA. Sarah McCabe, David Elliott,
from the school to complete Abigail Mcintosh and Sarah Sarah Adcock, Peter Bailey and
the Open University's Young Adcock studied Volcanoes, Andrew Turner

Solihull Observer

Top author visits school

CREATIVE young- works include Ghoul
sters at Solihull School  School and Qur

January 7th 2010

Author Adam Guilllain passes on some
tips to the Solihull School youngstars. (s)




SPORT

Solihull School made history
on the playing field when it
helped to amass the highest
aggregate score in a 50-over
match between schools in
English cricket history.

| : ; Captain Chris Williamson
scored 263 in a Solihull

8 PAGES OF NEWS YOU MAKE Score of 408 for 5 to beat
*® & ® ®# &% & & & & & # ® & ®F & & & & & & °© @ @ Nott|nghamH|ghSch°°|who

were bowled out for 401.

5{: Oun i TR Cricketers throughout the
_ ANV School were supported
v . | by their coach former

4
hrlsjs : 4 I, T Warwickshire batsman and
( ,j 3 P ' F NAo Glamorgan captain David

Hemp who started training

TeCcOrcl RS o

Thirteen-year-old tennis
player Alannah Griffin

began the year with the
Warwickshire title under her
belt and finished it as national

champion.

By Gregg Evans

SOI.IIILFLL School’s First Xi
cricket copiain hes rewrittsn
the record books after scor-
ing & dowble century inthe school's
i sore

Birmingham Mail
July 6th 2010




SPORT

Keen to get started

CRICKETERS from Solihull School have
set a new record in the run up to the forth-
.coming season by starting pre-season
training earlier than ever before. ¥

The keen youngsters from the co-
educational independent school began
training last October - three months earlier
than they have ever done before.

Players at all levels from the ui2s to
first Xl have been inspired by their full-time
cricket coach David Hemp.

The former Warwickshire batsman,
who captained Glamorgan two years ago

and is the current captain of Bermuda and
a regular player for Knowle & Dorridge,

has been holding weekly training sessions

for all age groups.

_many games as possi

~county and national school cricket com-

“The interest has been ve
ing given that many of the pupils have been
wrapped up in either hockey or rugby or in
some cases both,” said Hemp. -

“While we naiurallgl want to win as

encourag-

e, the extra train-
ing should help to put ourselves in win-
ning positions more often than not and to
make ourselves hard to beat.”

Solihull School will be entering all

petitions as usual and adding a new local
fixture against Bromsgrove School.

Solihull School's cricketers have been getting plenty of pre-season training with
the help of their coach David Hemp. Picture by Dave Warren.

Solihull Observer

April st 2009 |
== =]




SPORT

wrlth ber swccess. Her coach s now
tamgeting Munior Wisibledon for
"] the wibein alve ks 16"
sacond year ard dinchid the UTE Coached by Gary Naughton at
tiths in the same year. She also Solibull Arden Tennis Chub, Alannah

coanpertes recontly repredented tha county at

with the 5 14, i5 mow LR levved T the Tirss times in the 12
vl Fing Cosumthes oven
player in tha Under-14 age group. “We don't know where Alsnnsh
The ranking has resuited in o L s har shilk ki she dossn't Alannah, whn took up tennls at

Teninds Assochatio Lartionm 10 i C b.fkqn.-un-:l . sin, hﬂrnd‘-ullmﬂl School fwe yean
regularty as both an individual a virtheer ago fromm 51 Alphage Infant and
a natlonal squad member at the n rnlkld [T} ilrlhi mc-di"#!l-d Rinksr Scheooli,

Solihull News
March 19th 2010

Fencers targeting success

TIICER: ferscers B Solibadl Schood are target- Fhaggurd, 14, . s g for it insly
| x g d ronlnl Db 1

] winh them 5w bowl o fur st loned

Solihull News
April 9th 2010

SOLIHULL School has sel & Anthony Szamach and Oliver Haley who scored
now recond on the orickel fisld | smashed his way o 156 103 ot out and 129 sgainst
wilh na lesa than four pupds runs for Solihull School's Princethorpe College and
nolching up o canbury in knted- | Under-13A baam against Tuder Grange School respec-
schocl maiches befone the ‘Wotverhampion Grarmmar CHivi oliiy®
and of April el 3 Warwickshir Under 145

Tha foal is beleved bo b C
a firsd for the school which s S . Wornasbe lefi o n¢1L El:hn opler
el introduced it earfiest-aver ch, Ciiver Hayley,
Blrmlngham Press gtan to pre-geason redning Thi Uindor- 154 side kad 0
May 2 | st 20 | O st Delobar: canburkons in Joa Halbort Trusman
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SOLIHULL School’s rounders
players are claiming to be the
biggest hitters'in town after
reaching the half~way point of
the season undefeated at all
levels.

In a first for the school since
it went co-educational in
2005, the Under 12, 13, 14,

Big h_itters Rounders girls run ring

15 and senior teams have all
won their inter-school fixtures
as they enter the Solihull
Borough Tournament stage of
the season.

The Under 12s, 13s and
14s notched up a staggering
104.5 points between them
against St Martin's School

s around the rest of them

and Bablake School. -

@ Pictured are: captains,
(back left to right) Amy
Middleton, Ellie Davis, Olivia
O Malley, Emma Noone,
Victoria Beech, Sally Farrant,
kneeling from left, Laura
Dalglish, Amy Lewis, Harriett
Woolley, Poppy Eales.

Birmingham Press
May 28th 2010
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