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ALEX TOWNSEND
LAMBCHOPS

ALEX WARBURTON
Ms BELL AMELIA BOGIRA
MISS SHERMAN

ANNABEL BAGSHAW
MRS MYERS DANIEL LANGFORD
JOE VEGAS




FRANKIE DEEHAN
GOODY

FREDDIE TRUMAN
NICK PIAZZA

DANIEL YOUSSEF
SCHLOMO

HIBA SANDHU
SERENA KATZ
GEORGE FINNEY
MR SHEINKOPF




JACKSON MASIH
TYRONE JACKSON

JENNY STOREY
IRIS KELLY

SHRIYA SHARMA
MABEL WASHINGTON

This is my first time in a Musical. | have
been singing with the CBSO since 2012 and
dancing since | was 3 years old. Since it is
my last year at Solihull, | decided to break
out of my comfort zone and audition. | really
enjoyed the show and playing such a fun
character. | am so grateful to everyone who
put this show together. | hope you enjoy it!

LAUREN McDAID-MEEHAN
CARMEN DIAZ
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The Actors

The Dancers

The Musicians

The Teachers

Ensemble and Dancers
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oDuCT TEAM BAND

Director Clarinet and Saxophone
Musical Director Flute
Choreographer Trumpet
Production Design Manager Trombone
Production Manager Guitar
Stage Manager Bass
Deputy Stage Manager Drum Kit
Assistant Stage Managers Percussion
Keyboard 1
Keyboard 2
Technical Assistant
Sound Operator
Sound Assistant
Lighting Operators
Hair and Make-up Design
Assistant Costume Designer
Wardrobe
Thanks:

Assistant Set Designer
Taxi and Set Construction

Set and Furniture Decoration

Fame Logo Design
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Hard Work - Company
| Want to Make Magic - Nick
Can't Keep It Cool - Joe, Students
Tyrone’s Rap - Tyrone
There She Goes! / Fame - Carmen, Students
Let's Play a Love Scene - Serena
Bring on Tomorrow - Schlomo, Carmen
Teacher’s Argument - Ms Bell, Miss Sherman
Hard Work Reprise - Company

CTT

The Junior Festival - Nick, Joe and Students
Think of Meryl Streep - Serena
Mabel's Prayer - Mabel, Students
Dancin’ on the Sidewalk - Tyrone, Students
These Are My Children - Miss Sherman
In L.A. - Carmen
Love Scene Reprise - Nick and Serena
Bring on Tomorrow Reprise - Schlomo, Company
Finale: Hard Work / Fame Reprise - Company
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Kirsteen Stafford

After being so close to performing Little Shop of Horrors last
year and Twelfth Night the year before, we started Fame with
so much excitement and enthusiasm, which has grown
exponentially throughout the rehearsal process. Most of us
have fond memories of Fame, whether it is the original 1980 film,
the subsequent TV series, the stage musical (I saw the original
UK tour as a teen and loved it!) or the more recent 2009 film.
The musical has a toe tapping score, high energy numbers,
numerous speaking roles, large chorus involvement, a range of
dance styles and a serious message underneath... beyond that it
is really good fun - there really is something for everyone!

However, there are several challenges performing Fame - one is
the multiple scenes that happen in quick succession, containing
only short sections of dialogue. The danger is these scenes are
short and choppy and don't flow due to scene changes, with
the pace of the show dropping. This was a real challenge for
Mr Hunton, as we were really keen to design a composite set
which enabled multiple locations within the school setting
and the ability to change between them quickly and smoothly.
Mr Hunton's fantastic design certainly does this! Another
challenge is the huge chorus numbers. The opening, for
example, is approximately 12 minutes long, containing dialogue,
storytelling, acting through song, complex staging and a full
blown dance break. Personally, | really enjoy setting large
chorus numbers and the challenges they contain and it has
been wonderful to see the numbers grow and develop each
week, watching the performance journey of our amazing cast.
Adding tables on wheels and a lunch hall full of chairs has been
a particular challenge for the cast (and stage crew), but they
have risen to it admirably and now can add ‘table’ography’ to
their list of skills - which has been so much fun in rehearsals!

The cast have risen to every challenge we have posed them and
approached rehearsals with enthusiasm and professionalism.
I have been so proud of the way they have persevered through
rehearsals, worked so hard and had so much fun along the
way. They have been such a pleasure to work with and it has
been a privilege to see them grow and develop alongside their
characters and the production.

As always, this production has been a real team effort.

A huge thank you to all involved, in whatever capacity and to
the school community for being so supportive and helping us to
ensure that with a lot of ‘hard work; we will all be able to ‘make
magic, leaving the theatre ‘dancin on the sidewalk; and ‘flying
high'!

Kirsteen Stafford

Head of Drama
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MUSICAL DIREC ECTOR
Tim Kermode

The Solihull tradition of an annual musical, which began over
25 years ago, has been noticeably interrupted by the pandemic
- at least in performance. Even though we were cut short of
bringing Twelfth Night to an audience (2020), and Little Shop of
Horrors (2021) was only seen by part of the Thirds year group
in a single performance, both companies had the wonderful
experience of working on the productions and engaging with
the drama, music and staging. | am sure that all involved will
still have very happy memories of the journey we all had
working together towards a shared goal.

That has certainly been true again this year, and | would like to
pay tribute to the wonderful enthusiasm, skill and musicianship
that everyone has brought to all the rehearsals; | hope that, if
you are reading this, it means you are sitting in the Bushell Hall
eagerly awaiting a live, face-to-face performance.

Almost 42 years since the original film, 39 since the TV show,
and 33 since the theatrical version was first staged, it is
beginning to look as though ‘Fame’ really might live forever.
'Fame’ is all about belting tunes and dance moves, leotards
and high kicks. Perhaps you have even entered into the spirit
of the evening and come dressed in your own 80's lycra and
legwarmers! The musical score has something for everyone
- energetic 80’s funk and Latin grooves, along with rap, rock
and roll, and more sentimental numbers with warm saxophone
solos. If the mood takes you, please do tap your toes to the
energy of the music - or perhaps even get up on your feet and
boogie! Whichever you decide, | really hope you leave with a
huge smile on your face.

Tim Kermode
Director of Music
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Kevin Hunton

With the design for ‘Fame, we strived to visually combine the
streets of New York with the inside spaces of the Performing
Arts School, to create a single world on stage. The concept was
then also spread to the costumes, with 1980s influence and
elements of ‘street art’ used in the set decoration.

Its truly brilliant to have seen an influx of enthusiam from both
staff and students getting involved, with many backstage roles
in set and costume design, scenic art, props, construction and
make-up.

Notably, Hermione Hoopper, Sophie Storey and Shaya Moeini
have devoted time to shadow the entire design process from
‘page to stage. This is the first time we have seen students
taking these levels of responsibility for principle design roles
on a Solihull musical!

The Theatre Design Team and Academic Enrichment Theatre
Design groups have once again grown in strength. Students
of Thirds, Shells, and Fourths were involved in every aspect of
backstage production work, in particular the painting of the
‘graffiti’ scenic panels for the set.

A personal thanks go to all the staff who have given up
time to offer support with design clubs and backstage jobs.
There are so many hidden talents and amazing skills within
our school community!

Kevin Hunton
Design Production Manager

‘Ablﬂudge’

| have worked on a number of musicals with Mrs Stafford,
being the choreographer for productions of The Wizard of 0z
and Legally Blonde. After a turbulent couple of years for the
Arts, and returning from maternity leave, it has been good to
come back with a high energy musical such as Fame.

We are treated to technical ballet scenes with Iris and Tyrone
performing pirouettes, arabesques and jetes across the stage,
in contrast to our hip hop and jazz dances that pack a punch
with technically demanding actions, lifts and jumps that are
full of energy. This, of course, is a big challenge, and the whole
cast of dancers have taken on each genre with determination,
enthusiasm and a sense of pride in their work.

The Dancers have shown versatility with this challenging and
varied choreography, which are sought after characteristics in
the Dance and Arts industry. It's hard to pick one number that
really stands out as my favourite as they all bring something
quite different to the show and | see the 'Hard work' that has
gone in previously to get it to the stage, so | always end up
naming them all for one reason or another.

It has been such fun sharing this experience with such a
dedicated and creative cast and crew. | hope they have really
enjoyed this experience and have made some wonderful
memories and | really hope you enjoy the show as much as |
have enjoyed being involved.

Abi Rudge
Head of Dance




71*

bﬁﬁmﬁl‘"’

SOLIHULL

Solihull School Past Musicals:
1976  HM.S. Pinafore

1978 The Beggar's Opera

1979  Salad Days

1980  Orpheus In The Underworld
1981 La Bella Helene

1982  Free As Air

1983  The Magic Flute

1984  Pink Champagne

1985  Orpheus In The Underworld
1986  Kiss Me Kate

1987 The Mikado

1988 The Merry Widow

1989 La Belle Helene

1990 The Pirates Of Penzance
1991  Pink Champagne

1992  Fiddler On The Roof

1993 My Fair Lady

1994  Annie Get Your Gun

1995 South Pacific

1996 Kiss Me Kate

1997 Oklahoma

1998  Guys And Dolls

1999 Crazy For You

2000 West Side Story

2001 Cabaret

2003 Oliver

2004 Joseph And The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
2005 Les Misérables

2006 Barnum

2007 The Sound Of Music

2008 The Scarlet Pimpernel
2009 My Fair Lady

2010  South Pacific

2011 Grease

2012  Fiddler On The Roof

2013  Phantom Of The Opera

2014 Spamalot

2015  Les Misérables

2016  Carousel

2017 Tommy

2018  Joseph And The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
2019  Made In Dagenham

2020 Twelfth Night (Unable to perform)
2021  Little Shop Of Horrors

Saint Martin's School Past Productions:
2013  Bugsy Malone

2014 Little Shop Of Horrors

2015 Blood Brothers

2016  The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe
2017  Peter Pan

2018 Beauty & The Beast

2019 Legally Blonde

2020 The Wizard Of 0z




