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This term we have enjoyed a 
feast of music and drama with 
Made in Dagenham and Rock 
Bottom.



 

The Greyhound Interviews…
Ms Campbell, Modern Foreign 
Languages 
How long have you been teaching?
Fourteen years now, and the last eleven of those have been 
at Solihull. I worked in legal recruitment for two years before 
training as a teacher, and before that I was a graduate trainee 
in the aerospace industry. Those jobs gave me valuable life 
experience before starting teaching.

What do you like most about teaching?
I love that every day is different, and the variety of activities 
that we as teachers can get involved in. It’s certainly never 
dull! And I love to see pupils using their languages; when it all 
clicks and they start to be able to really communicate, that’s a 
very rewarding moment.

Which foreign language do you most enjoy 
speaking and why?
I get asked this a lot! I always reply that I can’t choose. Of my 
two main languages, I love French because it reminds me of 
the forests and mountains of France, and Spanish because 
it reminds me of the sun, pueblos blancos and horses of 
Andalucía, my favourite part of Spain. But I also love speaking 
German, even though I only studied it to GCSE. A lot of 
people think it is a harsh language, but I think that’s unfair. I 
find it really melodic when you hear it spoken properly.

Our J4 pupils have been learning all about the Victorians in history, and got to experience their 
own ‘Victorian morning’ in school. Pupils learned how to use a pen and ink and write on slate. 
(2 January)

Over the holidays our Christmas hamper was delivered to Solihull Hospital’s Minor Injury 
Unit, which was sponsored through our Shell Form Smarties September campaign. Thank 
you to everyone who donated! (8 January)

Development and Alumni Relations   

Oxbridge Dinner 
In January, Oxbridge former pupils and staff came together 
for dinner at the Caledonian Club in London. The Headmaster 
welcomed guests who had an age range of over fifty years. 
They listened to an excellent presentation from Daniele 
Harford-Fox about Curriculum 2020 and Ben Perry, a patron 
of our bursary campaign, reminisced about his own school 
days and spoke about his commitment to The Silhillian Fund. 

Opening of the Graham Hughes Room
We were delighted to open The Graham Hughes Room 
in honour of one of the school’s lifelong champions and 
benefactors. Graham joined the school as a pupil in 1954.  
He was President of the OSA in 1993 and served as 
Chairman of Governors for five years. Graham unveiled the 
plaque in front of his family, friends and school associates.  
The school is delighted that Graham’s generosity and 
dedication is now recognised in this way.

Birmingham Event
Former pupils from across Birmingham came together with 
staff to meet at Primitivo Bar & Eatery on Thursday 3 March, 
for the biannual Birmingham Business Drinks. Alumni enjoyed 
networking with old friends and making new connections 
while having the opportunity to catch up on the latest news 
from school.

What do you enjoy doing outside of school?
Lots! I have a horse that I compete in dressage, and I play 
badminton in the Coventry and Leamington leagues. I like 
going to the gym, I run, and I have recently taken up cycling. 
A group of staff are cycling to the school cottage in May, in 
memory of Mr Garner, and I’m really enjoying building up my 
bike fitness. I also have a very handsome two-year-old yellow 
Labrador called Monty, whom I enjoy training. He was third in 
his class at Crufts recently, and he’s gorgeous. He has quite 
a fan club as he’s a real character too. I also love films and TV 
boxsets; I’m currently addicted to about three Spanish series 
on Netflix! 

What’s your favourite film of all time?
That’s another question I find impossible to answer; there are 
just too many! If I had to choose five: The Fellowship of the 
Ring, The English Patient, Reservoir Dogs, Moulin Rouge, and 
Gladiator. I have quite diverse tastes!

In our last assembly before the holidays the Headmaster urged pupils and staff to donate 
unwanted belongings to charity for Christmas. Well done to those who did! (11 January)

Well done to the U11 boys’ hockey team who played very well at Bilton Grange’s Vartan & Veit 
Tournament over the weekend. (15 January)

Reunion of the Class of 1984
It was a pleasure to welcome back the Class of 1984 on 
Saturday 9 March, many of whom had not been back to 
school since the day they collected their A-Level results. They 
relished reminiscing about old times and being conducted 
on a tour of the campus, led by Sean Morgan. Much had 
changed after 35 years but they admired the view from 
the top of The Cooper Building while enjoying a splendid 
afternoon tea. 



Huge congratulations to Lower Fifth pupil Ziying He, who has achieved her second Diploma 
(the LTCL) on the piano. (15 January)

Well done to our fabulous Aerobics Club who performed in Junior School assembly 
yesterday. (15 January)

Extended Project Qualification 
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) continues to 
be a popular option for our Lower Sixth students as they 
investigate a topic that really interests them personally. It is 
almost entirely self-driven and this year’s cohort of students 
chose a wide variety of issues to investigate with filmmaking, 
gender discrimination, historical debate, fashion design 
and nutrition being just a small selection of the ideas being 
explored. Our annual EPQ presentation events in March were 
a great success with students explaining their research and 
conclusions to parents, staff and fellow students with great 
confidence. Throughout the process they have developed 
many skills that will be invaluable to them no matter what they 
do in the future. Engineering Club

Thanks to the school’s Parents’ Association and their funding 
allocation, the Engineering Club at Solihull now has eight new 
Technical Lego kits that they have started working on over the 
last couple of weeks.  Students have arranged themselves 
into groups of two and three and have begun work 
constructing their new models.  We have all been surprised at 
the technical complexities of their projects.  The students at 
the club are only able to complete these projects because of 
the hard work that is done by the PA to raise such funds for 
the school.

This week every pupil in J2 represented Solihull in sport. Our girls played netball against 
Eversfield School and our boys played football against Blue Coat School. (17 January)

Congratulations to Upper Fifth pupil Jack Rootkin-Gray who represented Team GB in the 
International Junior (U18) Track Cycling competition in Holland. (17 January)

Engineering Education Scheme 
Workshop  
A group of 12 Lower Sixth students are currently completing 
two Engineering projects in collaboration with Jaguar Land 
Rover. They are looking at ground level spoiler design and 
parking systems used by the company in the production of 
their vehicles.

These students recently attended a one-night residential 
workshop at Loughborough University, making full use of the 
facilities in order to realise their design work, with both teams 
making significant progress with the practical side of their 
project work as well as having a very enjoyable time at the 
University.

Public Speaking
This year we have been ably represented in the public 
speaking arena by two of our Lower Fifth pupils, Emma 
Gahan and Ciara Savage, working alongside Jacob Perry 
from the Fourth Form. This young team made it through to the 
third round of this year’s English Speaking Union’s Churchill 
Public Speaking Competition, successfully winning their 
place against peers who exceeded them in both age and 
experience. Along the way, they discussed issues including 
the mental health of young people and the dangers of internet 
anonymity. Special mention must be made of Emma’s 
success, having being declared winning chair in two out of the 
three rounds. A successful year! 

Debating  
This term has been a fantastic one for Debating, with strong 
results in competitions and the successful conclusion of 
the House Debating competition. Of particular note were 
Madeeha Saher and Rhea Deshpande reaching the Novice 
Final at Nottingham Schools and Georgina-May Hart and 
Jack Arrowsmith being one of two teams we had reach 
Oxford finals day. On the day, Georgina placed 17th out of 
252 speakers and Jack placed 2nd novice speaker in the 
competition. We have also progressed through the public 
speaking and ESU tournaments and attended the Durham 
Schools competition, with strong performances in all. Overall, 
it has been a really pleasing term and one which bodes well 
for next year.



Our Fourth Form Classics pupils had a brilliant time this week in Bath. They spent the day 
exploring the museum and baths, and translating the Latin they found on their way. (19 January)

Trainers and shoes that were donated to the school during Charity Week in October have just 
arrived in northern Sri Lanka. Thank you for all our donations. (23 January)

Classics Society
This term, the Classics Society has continued to explore the 
Ancient World. In January, the Fourth Form Latinists visited 
Aquae Sulis, and found out about how the Romans took 
over the province of Britannia and the religious practices that 
they brought with them and adapted. In February, the Shell 
Form Latinists spent the day at Cirencester, learning about 
what everyday life in Roman Britain was like. We also heard 
an excellent lecture from Dr Hannah Cornwell (Birmingham) 
about violence in the Roman Civil Wars, and our Sixth 
Form Classicists took part in the annual Texts and Topics 
Conference, where they heard from a variety of academics 
on the material they are studying for A-Level. A very busy and 
productive term!

Moon Rocks! 
This term we were lucky enough to have some rocks from 
outer space in school. In Physics, our pupils were able to get 
up close and personal with part of a meteorite and rocks from 
the moon.

We hope all of the Junior School grandparents who joined us for the dress rehearsal of the J4 
musical and afternoon tea enjoyed the show; it was great to see you! (24 January)

Holocaust survivor Tomi Reichental has visited the school 3 times now and has educated a 
combined total of 2800 people on his experiences in Bergen-Belsen. We are eternally grateful to 

Tomi, who was presented with full School Colours. (26 January)

Computing Live!
The Computing Department’s first residential overseas trip 
took place in February. 82 Computing pupils from the Shell 
Form to the Upper Fifth arrived at Disneyland Paris to attend 
the Computing Live! conference. The talks gave our pupils 
lots to think about and were inspired by the careers advice 
shared. The talks were followed by a question and answer 
session where Frankie Deehan was selected to ask his brilliant 
question about female and ethnic group representation in the 
tech world.

The rest of the time was spent in the park, enjoying the rides, 
parades and fireworks with a focus on the tech required to 
operate such a park. In summary, the pupils and staff had 
an amazing time and I am delighted and proud to say that 
the first residential Computing Department’s trip was a huge 
success.  

Chemistry Olympiad
The Chemistry Olympiad is the leading Chemistry competition 
for A-Level students and is organised by the Royal Society 
of Chemistry. This is a very difficult exam which goes 
significantly beyond the specification. Dr R Jennings and Dr 
A Jennings ran weekly sessions during the Christmas term 
to help prepare four students for this exam. Congratulations 
go to Max Dormon for achieving a Gold award and to Aman 
Boparai, Mehar Singh and Alice Yip for achieving Bronze 
awards. Preparations are now underway for the Lower Sixth 
Chemistry Challenge which takes place in June.

Team Maths Challenge Success
Tuesday 5 March saw a group of Lower School pupils travel 
to Rugby High School to take part in the UK Mathematics 
Trust Team Maths Challenge Regional Final. There were 18 
schools represented from across the West Midlands. The 
competition consisted of four rounds requiring pupils to solve 
challenging mathematical problems by working as a team. 
Our pupils demonstrated excellent mathematical dexterity, 
teamwork and communication skills, resulting in them finishing 
the competition in first place. As a result, the team progresses 
to the National Final which takes place in London on Monday 
17 June. Good Luck!

The successful team: Hannah Greenwood (Sh),  
Amber Huckfield (Sh), Anton Deineka (IV), Conor Collins (IV)



Our U14 netball squad competed brilliantly at the regional finals on a cold and blustery day 
yesterday. We missed out on a place at the national finals after losing in the semis to the 
eventual winners Bromsgrove. (28 January)

This week our Music School hosted renowned pianist Graeme Humphrey who gave 
masterclasses to our Grade 8 and Diploma level pianists. (31 January)

Solihull Speaks
One of the country’s most distinguished experts in 
neuroscience and neuroimaging was among a number of 
speakers this January at a Solihull School conference focusing 
on gender equality in education. Professor Georgina Rippon, 
Emeritus Professor of Cognitive Neuroimaging at Aston 
University’s Brain Centre, led the inaugural Solihull Speaks 
lecture event, which attracted education sector delegates 
from across the UK. 

Focusing on a wide range of issues, from promoting mental 
health openness in boys to how to encourage risk-taking 
and boldness in girls, six speakers took part in the innovative 
discussion day, which featured a number of expert lectures 
and workshops, followed by a champagne buffet supper and 
panel discussion. The next event takes place in June and will 
focus on mental health and wellbeing in education, with expert 
lectures, practical workshops and pupil role-plays. We hope 
that these events will continue to grow in popularity, as we 
tackle some of the biggest and most important issues facing 
young people today.

The Big Bang Science Fair
On Friday 15 March, a group of 36 students from Solihull 
attended The Big Bang UK Young Scientists & Engineers Fair 
at the NEC.  This event is the largest celebration of science, 
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) for young people 
in the UK.  The Fair is a combination of exciting theatre shows, 
interactive workshops and exhibits and careers information 
from STEM professionals.  The students who attended had a 
great day looking at how the STEM subjects they study in the 
classroom are relevant to many different education and career 
opportunities outside of school.

Tree of Encouragement
Flowers have started to blossom on our Tree of 
Encouragement for Mental Health. During our 11+ Information 
Evening some pupils wrote their own messages which will be 
waiting for them when they join in September.

HIV/AIDS Study Day
At the beginning of March, 14 Lower Sixth students attended 
an HIV/AIDs study day at the Wellcome Collection in London. 
We had the pleasure of working with Paul Steinberg (Public 
Health Lead) and his team, who were able to share a wealth 
of knowledge with our pupils. The students reviewed how 
public health campaigns have changed over time as our 
understanding of HIV has improved, with an aim to reduce 
discrimination. Paul explained the rationale of the London HIV 
Prevention Programme, for which he was Lead Commissioner. 
The students finished the day by creating their own campaign 
to ensure protection and awareness, which they hope to roll 
out later this year. Watch this space!

At lunchtime today our Christingle Factory was in full swing ready for our Christingle Service 
on Sunday. (1 February)

On Tuesday, pianist Kathryn Page spent the day with some of our younger musicians, guiding their 
practice and inspiring them to play at a higher level. (1 February)

House Pancake Race
The inaugural House Pancake Race around the Quad was a 
competitive affair, with all five Houses neck and neck after the 
first three legs (run by the Lower School).  Smooth change-
over technique gave Fetherston the edge in the middle part 
of the race, and House Captain Liam Duffy had clearly been 
practising his flipping technique, taking victory after a flawless 
final lap to put Fetherston in a commanding position in the 
overall House rankings.  

Red Nose Day Netball
Our senior netball team played staff in a match for Comic 
Relief: Red Nose Day. Thank you to all of the pupils who 
came to support and more importantly donated, as we raised 
£122.04!

Hats off for Charity!
Following sales of our OddBalls hats, we were delighted to 
present a cheque of £1010 to the St Giles Hospice. The 
hospice supports cancer patients and their families in and 
around our local area.



Ahead of Chinese New Year, J1L led an exciting and informative class assembly, explaining 
the stories and traditions behind the celebration. (3 February)

Our Lower Sixth students are completing two engineering projects in collaboration with JLR, 
which focus on ground level spoiler design & parking systems. (4 February)

Budding Barristers 
This year saw Solihull enter two teams into the prestigious 
Independent Schools Bar Mock Trial competition, held at 
Birmingham Crown Court on 26 January in front of serving 
Crown Court judges. Solihull were the only school able to 
field two teams, given the number of pupils participating in 
the Lower Sixth law course. Teams prepared fictitious criminal 
cases on possession of an imitation firearm and an assault 
charge. Some great advocacy from the barristers and role 
play as witnesses, court clerks and ushers was on display 
with impressive feedback from the judges. 

Oxford University  
Mathematics Lecture 
On Wednesday 9 January, Solihull hosted Oxford University’s 
inaugural Mathematics Midlands Public Lecture. This was the 
first time the Oxford University Mathematics Department had 
ventured outside of Oxford or London to present a lecture 
and the event was a great success.  With topics ranging 
from prime numbers to the lottery, from lemmings to bending 
balls like Beckham, Professor Marcus du Sautoy provided an 
entertaining and, perhaps, unexpected approach to explain 
how mathematics can be used to predict the future. Professor 
du Sautoy (OBE FRS) is a British mathematician, author, and 
a well-known promoter of science and mathematics and we 
were delighted to have him deliver such a fantastic lecture to a 
packed Bushell Hall.

German Conference in Cambridge
The Upper Sixth German students spent a great day in 
Cambridge in February, taking part in the Undergraduate 
Conference in German Studies, organised by the Department 
of German and Dutch at Cambridge University. In the 
spectacular Gonville and Caius College, our students had 
the rare opportunity to attend university lectures on the topic 
of ‘migration’, studied this year for their A-Level course and 
delivered by young scholars as part of their most current 
research. They also enjoyed a lovely lunch in one of the 
college’s traditional dining halls. A highly interesting day spent 
in one of the most prestigious universities worldwide, offering 
a precious insight into university lectures and life.

Our U9 rugby team got very wet and muddy last week in an exciting and tense fixture against 
Hallfield. (5 February)

It was great to see Old Silhillian & international solo organist David Briggs back in school recently. 
During his visit David had time to give one of our organists, Upper Sixth student Max Dormon, a 

masterclass on the organ. (6 February)

Professor Cofone returns to Solihull
In January, Professor Al Cofone, friend of the school and 
lecturer at Suffolk Community College, Long Island, New York 
returned to deliver another series of eagerly anticipated talks 
to hundreds of our students. He again covered a wide range 
of topics and offered a fascinating and welcome perspective 
to one and all. Professor Cofone’s lecture series included:

J1 Comparison: America and Great Britain: Different but Alike
J2 Weather: The Big Brawl 
J3 North America: A comparison of New York and London 
J4 Natural Disasters: The Changing Face of the Earth
Sixth Form History students: The Election of JFK: Catholics, 
Mobsters and the Perfect Foil – a Brief History of a Campaign
Sixth Form Politics Students: Trumplandia 2020: Republicans, 
Democrats and the Fight for the Soul of the Common Man Languages Ambassadors trip  

to Brussels
In February, Mr Morgan and Ms Campbell took six of our 
Lower Fifth Languages Ambassadors to Brussels for the 
weekend. Whilst there, they spoke lots of French and got to 
know this fascinating multilingual city. We visited all the main 
sites, such as the Grand Place and the Mannequin Pis, but 
also spent some time looking around a fascinating Museum 
called ‘The Parliamentarium’ which tells the story of how our 
European institutions were built in order to foster peace and 
prosperity in the wake of two disastrous world wars. All the 
students impressed, both with their enthusiasm and their 
language skills during this very worthwhile visit.



Pi Club has now moved to a Tuesday lunchtime. Come along for some mathematical fun  
(and maybe chocolate). (6 February)

Those who completed the Headmaster’s Charity Bag Challenge were invited to the Tuck 
Shop on Friday for a treat of their choice. (8 February)

Finding Home 
Home was a country 
Hearth of your soul 
Birth of your culture
Be it the crescendo of a bubbling city 
Or the soft hum of distant hills and mountains 
It was safe at Home
Your country 
It was safe to be different. 
 
Then, Home was a house 
When all the world outside was cold 
- Threw fears, filth and fists 
When neighbours spat 
Home was four walls filled with familiar voices,
Their quiet, rumbling chatter 
- the only music  - 
Could not be taken away 
 
Until home was no place 
Until you were ripped
From warm embraces,
Herded 
to ovens, freezers, 
Voices silenced 
By the lash of waking nightmares 
Whipped by mortal monsters. 
Home was a box of memories in the mind,
A strong box,
Wherein Für Elise bounced wall to wall,
Wind danced with rays of sunlight 
Laughter echoed in crowed rooms...
 
Where was home after?
After pits were filled with final farewells, 
After the reaper abandoned his post on the horizon,
After hell slunk back into the crevices of human minds,
Home was in tentative smiles 
Shared with those you never knew,
Home was in a new born baby’s first mew,
Home 
Is in you. 

Sarah Spence

Holocaust Memorial Day 
The theme of this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day is ‘Torn 
from Home’. As we do every year, we encourage pupils to 
reflect on the reality of genocide through assemblies, lessons 
and special events. We make links to genocides elsewhere 
in the world, such as Rwanda in 1994 and Bosnia through 
our partnership with local charity Remembering Srebrenica. 
We held a special Chapel service on 27 January where Tom, 
Chrissie and Oliver, our Remembering Srebrenica Future 
Leaders, shared their thoughts about their experiences 
in Bosnia and the unsettling truth that the lessons of the 
Holocaust are still going unlearned in many parts of the world. 
Our school Poet Laureate, Sarah, read a powerful and moving 
poem she had written for the occasion.

On Wednesday four local primary schools joined us to sing in our Chapel.  Well done to our 
wonderful Solihull Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs who also sang, watched by parents and families of all 

the schools involved. (7 February)

Last week the U11 boys’ hockey team played their socks off at the IAPS Hockey Regional 
Championships, bringing home 3rd place medals in the plate competition. (11 February)

Kindertransport Legacy
We feel incredibly proud to have had Kindertransport survivor 
Walter Rabl attend the school in 1939, and even prouder to 
have Walter’s great grandson William in our Junior School 
today.

No Asylum
In January, Solihull School, in partnership with the Anne Frank 
Trust UK, welcomed three Holocaust survivors for a Q&A 
following the European schools’ premiere of No Asylum - The 
Untold Chapter of Anne Frank’s Story, to commemorate 
Holocaust Memorial Day. The film, which reveals new 
information about the Frank family’s struggle to obtain visas 
and flee the Nazis, was seen by over 1000 people across two 
screenings, including students from 12 schools across the 
Midlands and multi-faith representatives from a number of 
agencies nationwide. The film was the third Holocaust-related 
premiere screened at Solihull in four years.

Our experience as  
Anne Frank guides 
We were all very honoured to be chosen for this experience. 
We started the week gathering information about Anne Frank 
and her story from the staff at the Anne Frank Trust, and also 
from the panels that had been put in the George Hill social 
area. We then got assigned panels and we had to devise a 
speech to give from the information on the panels. We spent 
time building our public speaking skills and began presenting 
Anne’s story to other pupils and teachers; from the Junior 
School to the Shell Form. We also presented to our parents, 
the Headmaster, Heads of Section and a man who had fought 
in the war. It was a very moving presentation and we learnt so 
much.

India Koziol and Kitty O’Sullivan



Congratulations to the U15 netball squad for winning the semi-final of the Sisters in Sport 
national competition. A nail-biting game against The Grange going into extra time.  
Final score 51 - 50! (11 February)

This week our Third Formers have been raising money for LAFF (Latin American Foundation 
for the Future), including paying for a bag of sweets to give to another person in their form 
for Friendship Day. (14 February)

Snowdonia School
Muddy boots and wide grins characterised Snod School 334 
where we paddled lakes, scaled rock faces, scrambled river 
gorges, tobogganed through the damp forests, checked  
out the constellations on a night hike, tossed pancakes  
on Shrove Tuesday, ate scones the size of Moel  
Siabod and even spotted a red squirrel on Anglesey.  

German Exchange 
Once again, the annual German exchange with our partner 
school in Hofheim near Frankfurt was an absolute success. 
We hosted the German pupils in late September, and the 
Solihull pupils went over to Hofheim in March on the return 
visit. Spending a week with a German family, participating 
in lessons, seeing German daily life and culture first hand, 
and exploring the Rhein-Main region – the financial and 
business heart of Europe – make the exchange a really unique 
experience for our pupils.  

In terms of cultural visits and excursions, the Germans visited 
London, Stratford, Birmingham and Leicester when here in 
September. During out visit to Germany we were taken around 
the ZDF television studios in Mainz, to a local climbing centre 
in Kelkheim, and to the local spa town of Wiesbaden.  

Made in Dagenham
Made in Dagenham is a comic and joyous musical that 
explores the 1968 equal pay strike at Ford Dagenham, and it 
drove into the Bushell Hall at the end of March. The musical 
follows the efforts of Rita O’Grady, brilliantly and tenderly 
played by Christina Bate, and her awakening to the injustice 
of unequal pay. Featuring catchy tunes sung by well-known 
political figures such as Barbara Castle (a magnetic Helena 
Massoud), and big chorus numbers, Made in Dagenham 
delighted sold out audiences for four nights.

The new thrust stage was energetically filled with a colourful 
chorus of Ford workers who skilfully wove their way around 
an ambitious set in time to expertly realised music. Particular 
mention must be made of those of the departing Upper 
Sixth who played Rita’s inner circle with such colour and life, 
including Tabitha Botterill as Sandra and Marisa Veloso as 
Beryl. Such talent was also evident in the Lower Sixth and we 
look forward to future productions with eager anticipation. 

Flowers have started to blossom on our Tree of Encouragement for Mental Health. (16 February)

Last week every boy in J3 played in an U10 football fixture against the Blue Coat School.  
All 4 games were very close and competitive - well done boys! (18 February)



Every girl in J2 played in a netball match against Hallfield School last week. All teams played 
superbly and have made a great amount of progress since September. (21 February)

Before half term our new Anne Frank Trust Ambassadors began working on their social media 
campaigns, which aim to raise awareness on different forms of prejudice. (23 February)

Dance Show
More than 50 pupils across the whole school took part in the 
annual school Dance Show in February, which raised £450 for 
the Future Leaders Underprivileged Children’s Centre (UCC) 
in Ghana. The evening was a fantastic celebration of all kinds 
of dance including ballroom, ballet, gymnastics, Bollywood, 
contemporary and Irish dance! Almost all of the routines 
were choreographed by the pupils and ranged from dramatic 
solo performances to fabulous dance troupes. Two highlight 
performances were from the Junior School and Senior School 
Dance Club. The money raised will go towards a new minibus 
for the Future Leaders UCC.

Theatre Trips
This term, Drama students went on a number of fascinating 
theatre trips, the highlight probably being a visit to the Vault 
Festival under the arches of Waterloo Station in London. In 
this unusual location, our A-Level students saw ‘Counting 
Sheep’, an immersive theatre experience about the 2014 
Ukrainian Revolution, which put them right at the centre of the 
action.  

House Drama
House Drama resumed this term and was often closely 
fought. In the Lower School, the competition came down to 
Fetherston (directed by Alex Duckworth and Beth Miles) and 
Pole (directed by Eden Lupoli) with Fetherston’s extract from 
‘Second Person Narrative’ proving the winner, and gaining 
the honour of being performed in Senior School Assembly. In 
the Middle School, things were even closer, with Fetherston’s 
Olivia Featherstone and Olivia Hass sharing the prize with 
Windsor’s Courtney Holland and Freddie Truman. Hopefully, 
next year will see this competition continue to grow and 
develop, and it can occupy its rightful place as a vital part of 
the dramatic calendar. 

A fantastic set of results in the UK Maths Trust Intermediate Maths Challenge. 29 Gold,  
33 Silver and 33 Bronze with many qualifying for the subsequent rounds. (25 February)

Our J4s have been learning about WWII in History and have made their very own edible 
Anderson Shelters. Yum! (27 February)

Junior School Eco Council 
Our Junior School Eco Council have spent the first half of the 
year focusing on monitoring electricity wastage in classrooms 
and plastic usage in school. We delivered an assembly to the 
Junior School to encourage them to think about their plastic 
usage, with some pupils entering a National Geographic 
Kids competition as a result of our assembly. Our aim for the 
remainder of the Easter term is to look at how we can improve 
our plastic consumption in school. 

Science Week
Almost 150 Junior School pupils entered the Science Week 
competition to create an innovative vehicle for land and 
water. The 12 finalists were grilled by a panel of judges in 
assembly. The worthy winners were Dylan Gittens ( J1L), 
Charlotte Hattersley (J2CM), Rufus Warrington and Max Evans 
(J3P), and Theo Smith (J4H). Well done to all entries for their 
wonderful creations. 

Junior School Council 
The Junior School Council, with the assistance of Head Girl 
and deputies, recently visited the Solihull Council Chambers 
for a very important meeting with the mayor. The purpose 
of the trip was to experience what it would be like to be a 
member of the Council House. We all had the privilege of 
having a proper meeting there. The Head of the Junior School 
Council sat in the mayor’s chair and the deputies sat beside 
him. Everybody had a chance to speak through microphones 
and have an input. Overall, it was a great experience and all 
the members enjoyed it.

Harry Griffiths-Pointon, Isabella Skinner and Jessica Bond



What a day of 7s Rugby today! We’d like to thank all the teams involved for providing such 
high-level competition. (27 February)

Huge congratulations to our U11A netball team who won the regional round of the IAPS 
netball tournament and are progressing to the national finals in a few weeks’ time. (4 March)

Christingle!
On Sunday 3 February, the annual Christingle service took 
place in Chapel. Many of the Junior School pupils had spent 
their lunchtimes in the preceding week in the ‘Christingle 
Factory’ in the Junior School Art Room, attending to the 
creation of 160 sweet-laden treats for the congregation 
to enjoy. In addition, the two Junior School choirs, Scuffle 
Singers and Junior Singers treated everyone to some 
beautiful, harmonious singing. At the end of the service, a 
special cheque was presented to the Children’s Society.

J4 Anne Frank Workshop:  
Switch Off Prejudice  
As part of the ‘Switch Off Prejudice’ campaign, J4 took part 
in an insightful workshop led by the Anne Frank Trust UK, 
learning about the life and times of Anne Frank. Different types 
of prejudice and discrimination were explored, focusing on 
the experiences of Anne Frank, right through to modern day 
issues, including online dangers. It was a very informative and 
moving experience for J4 pupils, particularly following on from 
their talk with Bergen-Belsen survivor Tomi Reichental. 

Bhangra Dancing!
The J1s learnt how to dance in the style of Bhangra, when 
In2Cultures came to visit. They listened to a traditional story, 
learnt how to put on the traditional dress that Bhangra 
dancers wear and then learnt a step-by-step traditional dance 
routine. The J1s had a fantastic time dancing and Myra was 
inspired to perform her own Indian dance routine to the rest of 
the year group.

Junior School Spring Concert
This year’s Junior School Spring Concert took place 
on Wednesday 27 February. The audiences enjoyed 
performances of an exceptionally high quality, including 
soloists and small groups from J1 to J4. The Concert 
concluded with a joyful performance from the Scuffle Singers. 
Overall, it was a wonderful evening of music-making, and we 
eagerly await the Summer Concert in June. 

Our pupils flipped their way around the Quad in the House Pancake Race today! (5 March)

We held our Junior School Spring Concert last week. A fabulous evening of excellent music 
from some of our youngest musicians. Well done to all those involved. (6 March)

World Book Day
On Thursday 7 March, the Junior School celebrated World 
Book Day. The school’s theme for the day was ‘Share a 
Bedtime Story’, so the children were invited to spend the day 
in their pyjamas. Many also brought in their favourite teddy 
bear and of course, all children brought in a special book 
from home that they either currently enjoy reading at the end 
of each day, or enjoyed listening to when they were younger. 
The highlight of the day was when the older children in J3 and 
J4 shared books with the younger children in J1 and J2. It 
was delightful to see the children reading together and being 
introduced to authors they hadn’t yet discovered.

J2 Gurdwara Visit
In Religious Studies lessons, J2 have looked at what it means 
to be part of a community. On Tuesday 19 March, we visited 
the Gurdwara in Handsworth. We enjoyed learning about 
the Sikh religion and finding out more about the Gurdwara. 
When we went into the Gurdwara, we needed to remove our 
shoes and wear a hat or scarf to cover our head as a sign 
of respect. We had a tour of the Gurdwara and got to try 
parshad, a sweet tasting food which has been blessed. We 
learnt a lot and were made to feel very welcome.



Thank you so much to Old Silhillian Isabelle Kent who came back to school to talk to our 
students about apprenticeships. (7 March)

J1W did a fantastic assembly this morning on International Women’s Day, telling stories of inspiring 
women like Rosa Parks, Billie Jean King and Malala to the rest of the Junior School. (8 March)

JS Spelling Bee Competition  
One of the most nerve-racking competitions in the Junior 
School calendar took place this term, with pupils from each 
year group battling it out to become House Spelling Bee 
champions. After individual rounds, where competitors from 
each House were required to spell some tricky words out loud 
in an assembly, the final round was a knock-out competition, 
where the top two teams after the first round battled it out 
until one team spelt one more word correctly than the other. 
This year’s J1 and J2 winners were Fetherston, with Pole 
victorious in J3 and J4. Congratulations to all those pupils 
who took part and put themselves in the hot seat!

J4 Pizza Hut Trip
To celebrate the completion of 11+ work and exams, all of J4 
went to Pizza Hut for a special treat. Large amounts of pizza 
were consumed and surprisingly, there was even room for the 
ice cream factory! All children and teachers had a great time 
and went home feeling extremely well fed. Well done on all 
your hard work for the 11+, J4. 

Rock Bottom
Prehistoric cave folk caused Neolithic naughtiness in our 
J4 play ‘Rock Bottom.’ They were joined by scientists, 
timekeepers, three Mexican amigos, a group of miners, and 
our very own Stone Age celebrity Lady Lava and her hilarious 
sidekick Gravel. Let’s not forget the flock of prehistoric birds, 
a vacuum-cleaning mammoth and a sabre-tooth tiger called 
Tiddles! The J4s worked together to put on a fantastic 
performance and should be proud of all they achieved.  

Snowdonia School 334 had a fantastic time last week despite the gales.  They even made 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday! (11 March)

Congratulations to our U13 7s team who were victorious at the Nottingham High School Sevens 
Tournament! Well done to all the boys for such an incredible performance. (12 March)

U11 Netball Team
The U11 netball team achieved a first this term by winning the 
IAPS Regional Netball Finals and therefore qualifying for the 
National Netball Finals. The squad of 11 girls was outstanding 
in coming through the regional tournament undefeated, 
dismissing some very strong opposition in formidable style. 
With matches against schools we had never heard of, the girls 
put their hearts and souls into the matches. They achieved 
two mighty wins, a draw and some hard-fought, nail-bitingly 
close losses. They battled through injury and physical 
encounters to come out 6th in their group but winners in my 
eyes. No, not actual winners on the day of the tournament, 
but they’ve grown as individuals and as a squad and will 
hopefully take the experiences they’ve shared together 
forward with them into the Senior School and beyond. They 
did themselves, us as coaches, and Solihull School proud.

Junior School Boys’ Games
Every boy in the Junior School has proudly represented 
the school this term in either hockey, rugby or football. 
The U11 boys have been travelling all over the Midlands, 
attending multiple hockey tournaments, coming 3rd overall 
in the County Cup. The U10 boys were undefeated at the 
Foremarke Hall Hockey Tournament, making it to the final - an 
epic battle against Belper Hockey Club. Our U9 boys have 
dominated the rugby pitch this term, with mighty clashes 
against Hallfield, Blue Coat and The Crescent. Finally, the 
U8s, our J1 boys, with their 3 exciting football fixtures against 
Bablake, Blue Coat and Eversfield, improved their skills 
immensely in each consecutive game. Well done to all JS 
boys!    

Junior School Sport
This term, JS Sport has showcased an excellent balance of 
competition and participation. In January our Gymnastics 
Squad competed at the WMSGA Floor & Vault Competition 
with one U11 team coming 3rd overall, narrowly missing 
out on a place at the National Finals. Every boy and girl in 
the Junior School took part in our House Swimming Galas, 
competing for their house in at least two races each. Sport 
in the Junior School continues to grow, with increased 
participation across all sports, well-matched and hard-fought 
fixtures, and lots of smiles on red faces!



Last week we hosted an Able, Gifted & Talented Computer Programming workshop for Year 
5 pupils in the local area, including our own Junior School. Thank you so much to those who 
visited us. (13 March)

Well done to our fantastic Lower School House Drama competition winners, Fetherston, who 
performed in assembly last week. (13 March)

Impressive Music Exam Successes
Huge congratulations to all those pupils who took instrumental 
exams at the very end of last term. In addition to their 
individual successes, the combined set of results was one of 
the best we have ever had: 33% were distinctions and 83% 
were either merit or distinction. All that practice must have 
paid off. Keep up the good work!

European Piano Teachers’ 
Association Competition  
Once again, EPTA selected Solihull School as the Midlands 
venue for this year’s first and regional final rounds of their 
annual Piano Competition. The standard of the pianists 
competing was extremely high and the participating pianists 
from Solihull (Oliver Francis and Claire Delaney) performed 
extremely well. Special congratulations go to Oliver for 
progressing to the National Finals, which will take place on 6 
April in London’s Royal Academy of Music. Good luck, Oliver!

Diploma success for Ziying
Congratulations are due to Ziying He in the Lower Fifth 
who has now gained her second Performer’s Diploma. The 
Diploma is a qualification post-grade 8, and for a pupil to 
have gained two by the age of 14 is outstanding – usually this 
would be the domain of students in higher education at Music 
Conservatoire. Ziying has also now become part of the CBSO 
Youth Orchestra as their orchestral pianist.

Piano Masterclass and  
Warwick Group Piano Day
We were thrilled to welcome back two eminent pianists to 
work with pupils across all age ranges in masterclasses held 
over two days. Kathryn Page worked in her characteristically 
vibrant and humorous way with pupils in the Junior, Lower 
and Middle Schools, and Graeme Humphrey worked with our 
more advanced Sixth Form pianists. All acquitted themselves 
tremendously and learned a great deal in the process, not just 
from their own playing but also by listening to each other. A 
week later, Mrs Martens took five advanced pupils to Warwick 
School to take part in a non-competitive piano day for pupils 
from the Warwick Group of schools. On this occasion all the 
pianists worked with teachers from other schools and then 
gave an impressive concert in the evening. 

Rising Stars Concert
Following in the footsteps of recent pupils, Ziqi Ding in J3 
has been invited to play two movements of Haydn’s Piano 
Concerto with the Solihull Symphony Orchestra in the ‘Rising 
Stars’ Concert at Shirley Methodist Church. Well done, Ziqi.

Concerts and Recitals
This year’s Chamber Music concert – with representatives 
from all instrumental and vocal families – proved, once 
again, that our pupils are really enjoying this form of making 
music, and all rose to the challenge with confidence and 
musicianship. Bravo! Our pupils have many opportunities to 
perform as soloists, and this term has been no exception. The 
Informal Concerts provided wonderful experiences for pupils 
to perform solo items in public. They have become so popular 
that we now have to split the Junior and Senior concerts into 
two, meaning we had four concerts on the same day! 

Many of our Upper Sixth musicians performed in the final 
week of term, giving a recital in which each student performed 
a number of pieces, rather than just a single one. This 
provided them with the wonderful experience of giving a 
varied and balanced programme individually. 

Thirteen pupils were invited to give a Lunchtime Concert at 
Solihull Methodist Church in February. One member of the 
audience wrote an extremely complimentary review for the 
church’s monthly magazine, noting that the audience was so 
large it was hard to find a seat. The variety in the programme 
and the freshness and vibrancy of the performances clearly 
struck a chord, with ‘everyone being a winner, and the 
applause getting louder and louder’. This was our second visit 
to the Methodist Church and we hope to make this an annual 
event. 

Well done to the U12 netball team for winning the Solihull Borough Tournament last night and 
only conceding four goals in total. (15 March)

Snowdonia School #336 are getting ready for their first activity, rafting down the Menai 
Straits! (18 March)

Skiing
This term, our Solihull skiers completed the final races of 
the Winter Race league, where students from a variety of 
schools around the midlands compete. Olivia Southall came 
first overall in the U10 girls, Tommy Jones came first in the 
U10 boys, and James Shakeshaft won the U16 boys. In total, 
Solihull took nine podium spots across all age categories, 
a fantastic achievement! Our skiers also competed in the 
Midland Schools Ski Race in March, with our U19 team 
coming first overall, and our U16s and U12s coming second. 
An excellent end to the season!

St Paul’s Cathedral
The Chamber Choir were enormously excited to return to St 
Paul’s to sing, substituting for the professional Cathedral Choir 
on their day off. Before the rehearsal, many of us enjoyed the 
incredible view from the very top of the Cathedral’s dome. 
The choir then made light work of music by Sumsion and 
Rose, and Howells’s sublime ‘Like as the Hart desireth the 
waterbrooks’, which helped to mark the beginning of the 
season of Lent. Despite all the repertoire being new to us this 
year, the choir demonstrated outstanding musicianship and 
adaptability.

Trumpet Masterclass
This term, Solihull hosted a collaborative trumpet masterclass 
with four other schools and their respective trumpet teachers.  
Murray Greig, Senior Trumpet Tutor at the Royal Northern 
College of Music and Principal Trumpet with Opera North, 
came to work with students in their chamber groups that 
rehearse weekly at school – the Lower School Trumpet 
Quartet, the Solihull Trumpet Ensemble and the Advanced 
Trumpet Quartet.  The three groups presented an array of 
musical styles to Murray in their prepared pieces and he 
worked with the students on aspects of tuning, performance 
etiquette, sound, trumpet technique and listening skills as 
well as finer details of the music.  The day concluded with 
a concert which featured two mass pieces with nearly 50 
trumpet players on stage, conducted by Murray – what a sight 
and a sound!
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Easter Term Teams of the Week
U14 Boys’ Hockey Team  
Winners of the County Championships

Squash Team    
Excellent victory versus Kings Edward VI School, 
Stratford

Peer Tour Guides   
Excellent Presentation of the Anne Frank 
Exhibition

U13A Hockey Team   
Two fantastic wins against some tough 
opposition, showing great determination and 
team spirit

Dance Show Team  
A superb performance and excellent 
choreography throughout the show

Sixth Form First Aiders  
Showing commitment, focus and engagement 
during their three-hour First Aid Course

Maths Team  
Winners of the Regional Final of the UKMT Team 
Challenge

Lower Sixth Form Physicists  
Showing enthusiasm, expertise & kindness 
towards J3 pupils whilst leading a session on the 
Moon and Solar System

U13 7s Squad  
Fantastic performance in winning all 5 matches at 
the Rosslyn Park Tournament

U15 Netball Team  
Amazing series of victories to become National 
Champions in the Sisters in Sport Competition

Cast and Crew of Made in Dagenham  
Four fabulous nights of music and drama

U13 Warwickshire County 
Champions  
Congratulations to the U13 Girls’ Hockey team who were 
unbeaten throughout the tournament to be crowned 
Warwickshire County Champions. They were victorious 
against Bablake and Shipston in the pool section and then 
beat Princethorpe in the semi-final and King’s High Warwick 
in the final 2-0. They have now progressed through to the 
Midlands Finals. Congratulations must go to the squad on the 
progress they have made in the last twelve months.

National Netball Champions! 
Back in November 2018 the U15 netball squad entered the 
Sisters in Sport national knock out competition. In the first 
round we beat Bromsgrove School away, 32 – 18. In the next 
round we played Nottingham at home and won 60 – 27. It 
was a road trip for the next round to Hinchingbrooke School. 
The girls were incredible and took the win 66 – 19. This won 
them the Regional Champions title. An unbelievable semi-final 
against The Grange went into extra time. The supporters were 
amazing, and lifted us up. We dug deep to win 51 – 50.

The final was against St Swithun’s School and it was a close 
and hard-fought first half. In the third quarter, the girls were 
on fire, scoring 9 goals without reply. They then maintained 
the lead during the last quarter and finished strongly, winning 
42-31! Congratulations to an amazing team and a fantastic 
victory.


