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P E R S E V E R A N T I A

A M B I T I O N  -  O P P O R T U N I T Y  -  C O M M U N I T Y

This term, we enjoyed fantastic performances of Nell Gwynn and welcomed our new Head of School  
Jack Arrowsmith, along with his deputies Abi Kaur-Bennett and Georgina Hart.



 

The Greyhound Interviews…
Mrs Black, Modern Foreign Languages
How long have you been teaching?
I have been teaching for 20 years! Eek! I trained in and around 
Leeds as I did my PGCE at Leeds University after graduating 
from Warwick University. My first job was at Reading Blue 
Coat School.

What do you like most about teaching?
I love it when you really know you have made a difference, 
be it big or small. Either in the classroom when something 
suddenly ‘clicks’ or when helping a student with something 
more personal. It could be one act or some help over a longer 
period of time, which really makes a difference to them. Also, 
having the privilege of working with students over a number 
of years (especially the ‘non-conformists’!) and seeing them 
leave the school as confident and happy people is fantastic.

Where’s your favourite place in France?
I have visited many places in France from north to south and 
I lived in the Champagne region for a year, but my favourite 
place is still Paris. There are many different ‘quartiers’ and 
each have their own different feel and identity.

What would be your ideal holiday destination?
A cross between a beautiful old city where I can sit outside a 
café with my morning coffee people watching, and then be 
able to head to a beach in the afternoon and swim in clear 
blue sea. 

This year’s recipients of our Academic Award, given to pupils who achieved 8 or more Grade 
8/9s in their recent GCSEs, were recognised in our Assembly today. (4 September)

Today we were delighted to unveil The Bench 2019, appointed to carry out prefect duties and 
represent the School throughout the year. (4 September)

25-Year Service
The Headmaster presented two long-serving members of 
staff with a commemorative piece of glass from the world-
renowned Isle of Wight Studio Glass, hand-blown by master 
glassmaker Timothy Harris and engraved with the School’s 
crest. Mrs Roll and Mr Leonard both celebrate 25 years at 
Solihull. Congratulations to both and thank you for your loyalty 
and commitment.

What was the first film you saw at the cinema?
E.T – My childhood memories are not great but this cinema 
trip is one that has stuck in my mind and I still love this film.

Who would be at your fantasy dinner party?
Albert Camus – I read several of his books whilst studying 
French at school and university so it would be great to see 
what he thought of my analysis!

My old French teacher – literally my inspiration.

Jane Sixsmith – my hockey idol whilst playing as a teenager! 
She won Olympic Bronze in Barcelona just as I left the Sixth 
Form. I can’t believe I now work with her!

Princess Diana – the people’s champion.

Madonna – I grew up listening to her songs – a fabulous 
woman who has constantly reinvented herself.

Bradley Cooper – say no more!

Fourth Former Alex Townsend went through a rigorous selection process to gain a place in 
the squad for the UK U13 Girls’ Regional Hockey Championships. (7 September)

Well done to the Solihull sailors who made the trip to Draycote Water this morning -  
a positive start to the season! (7 September)

New Refectory
Solihull School recently opened its new state-of-the-art 
refectory, which caters for around 100 breakfasts, 200 tuck 
shop visitors and over 1100 lunches per day.  The catering 
team also serve a range of hospitality activities from sports 
match teas to canapés at Speeches. 

The food operation at school is a significant one and used 
by just about all of the school community. The kitchen and 
dining room was last updated in a significant way in the late 
1960s. With recent increases in pupil numbers and a growing 
realisation that healthy eating was a vital component of the 
school day, a major reshaping of the facility was required.  



Our Junior School Megathlon made the front page of Independent Schools Magazine.  
(10 September)

Good luck to former pupil Ethan Brookes who is making his First Class debut today for 
Warwickshire CCC v Essex at Edgbaston. (10 September)

Remembrance
Our guest of honour at this year’s Remembrance 
Commemorations was former pupil, 2nd Lieutenant Alexandra 
Capewell of the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.  

First session of the British Maths Olympiad Group today and what a start!  
Keep it up everyone! (13 September)

Every month the Headmaster invites pupils and staff to a celebratory birthday gathering - last week 
he was joined by those born in August and September, so it was a full house! (17 September)

Holocaust Education Event
Eva Schloss MBE, Auschwitz survivor and stepsister of Anne 
Frank, was the guest of honour at our Holocaust Education 
event in September, centred around a play based on her life 
and an exhibition about her brother Heinz. The internationally 
renowned speaker watched three performances, over three 
days, of And Then They Came for Me and engaged with 
combined audiences of over 1000 during Q&A sessions after 
each performance. The play relives the time when Eva’s family 
was forced into hiding in Holland after the Nazi invasion, 
before they were betrayed, arrested and sent to concentration 
camps, where her father and brother perished.

Eva was also on hand to speak to guests as they viewed The 
Promise, an exhibition telling the story of Eva’s brother Heinz 
Geiringer and the artistic talents he cultivated whilst in hiding 
for almost two years during the war.The Promisefeatures 
reproductions of Heinz’s astonishing paintings, which were 
salvaged from obscurity by his sister and mother after his 
death. During the event, a bench dedicated to Heinz’s 
memory was unveiled in the school’s grounds, next to a 
sapling taken from the tree that Anne Frank could see from 
her hiding place in Amsterdam.

Solihull Speaks –  
Holocaust Symposium
As part of the Holocaust Education event in September, we 
hosted a ground-breaking ‘Solihull Speaks’ symposium for 
teachers entitled ‘Tackling Prejudice and Discrimination in a 
Digital Age: what can schools do?’ The event was attended 
by more than 60 school leaders and educators from all over 
the UK, all looking for inspiration and ideas to help combat 
discrimination in their own schools. As well as watching a 
performance of And Then They Came for Me and engaging in 
a Q&A with Eva Schloss MBE, delegates listened to atrocity 
survivors Mindu Hornick and Ahmad Nawaz, University of 
Birmingham Professor Sara Jones talking about the future 
of Holocaust Education, and workshops led by a number 
of Holocaust charities as well as our own Ms Harford-Fox 
speaking about unconscious discrimination. The next Solihull 
Speaks event for teachers will be entitled ‘Filling the Void: 
Mental Health and Wellbeing in Education’.



Tomorrow, pupils from our partner school in Germany arrive. We very much look forward to 
seeing them. (18 September)

Some super teamwork led to a fantastic creation in our ‘building bridges’ themed STEM Club 
in Junior School this week. (18 September)

Public Speaking Shield 
Recent leaver Zack Bhalla (Fetherston, 2016 - 18) has 
generously donated a shield for The Highest Achiever in Public 
Speaking Examinations. The shield will be presented for the 
first time at Speeches 2020. Zack was very pleased to have 
a chance to present the shield to Dr Hart and Mr Gledhill who 
had always been so supportive of him during his debating 
career at school. 

Anti-Bullying Week –  
‘Change starts with us’
We were proud to celebrate Anti-Bullying Week, which 
included Odd Socks Day to highlight our diversity. Pupils 
across the school took part in form tutor sessions exploring 
the topic aligned to this year’s theme of ‘Change starts with 
us’. Sectional assemblies addressed the topic with pupil voice 
feedback collated and delivered through council settings. 

Apprentice of the Year!
Congratulations to Mr Scott, winner of the ‘Outstanding 
Apprentice of the Year’ category at the Solihull Chamber 
of Commerce Annual Dinner & Awards 2019. A fantastic 
achievement, well done! 

Our Sixth Formers showed support for today’s climate change campaign. (20 September)

Thank you for joining us at our Senior and Sixth Form Open Morning today. (21 September)

Super Council
The whole school ‘Super Council’ has been busy shaping the 
decision making of the school this term. Expertly chaired by 
Tiegan Pound, they have discussed a range of agenda items 
including road safety, anti-bullying and merger matters.

School Election
In parallel with the national election, pupils have been running 
their own school election campaigns. The Conservative, 
Labour, Liberal Democrat, Green and Brexit parties have put 
up posters around school, canvassed during form periods, 
presented to the Lower, Middle and Sixth Form assemblies, 
and the leaders have faced the public in a Question Time 
event. The election is on 12 December: a recent survey of 
pupil voting intentions suggests the Liberal Democrats are on 
track to win – will the polls prove to be accurate? 

As part of the school election we invited Julian Knight, MP 
for Solihull, and Nicholas Stephens (Labour), Ade Adeyemo 
(Liberal Democrat) and Dr Rosemary Sexton (Green) to come 
to the school for a Question Time event. After meeting their 
representatives from the pupil campaigns, they spent an hour 
in the Bushell Hall answering questions from our Sixth Form, 
and also pupils from Saint Martin’s and Solihull Sixth Form 
College. The pupils’ searching questions and engagement 
with the responses made a strong case for votes for 16 and 
17-year-olds!

Debating Society 
The Debating Society has had a very successful term with 
notable achievements in the ESU Mace Competition – where 
Jack Arrowsmith, Rhea Deshpande and Georgina Hart 
qualified for the next round – and the Birmingham Schools 
Competition where Freddie Albrighton and Isaac Miller broke 
to the finals alongside St Paul’s Girls and Eton College. 
Another highlight was our success in the inaugural Trent 
College Competition where the team of Orissa Mistry and 
Queta Taylor won overall, and Hannah Greenwood won first 
place for individual speaker. Solihull has also competed at 
the Warwick Schools Competition and the Solihull Rotary 
Competition, and we are looking forward to competing in 
Oxford, Nottingham and Durham next term. 



Tonight saw the first performance of ‘And Then They Came for Me’, followed by a Q&A with 
the inspirational Eva Schloss and a viewing of ‘The Promise’ exhibition. (23 September)

Our U14B boys’ hockey team came back from 0-2 down to win 4-3 against Loughborough 
GS yesterday afternoon. (27 September)

Community Relations
The Junior School made an incredible effort again this term 
during their annual Charity Week, raising almost £9000 to help 
purchase a minibus for La Future Leaders School in Ghana. 
Both students and staff threw themselves into an array of 
activities which ranged from Ghanaian bead bracelet making 
to sports competitions and a talent show – to name but a 
few. Ms Tooley, one of the Charity’s trustees, was presented 
with the cheque in assembly and said she was ‘overwhelmed 
by the commitment of Solihull students to the cause’ and 
that ‘the minibus would enable students from the most 
deprived area of the city to access a primary level education’. 
Congratulations Junior School!

However, not to be outdone, a new group of community 
outreach ambassadors has recently been appointed in the 
Senior School and they have helped to run the school’s 
Reverse Advent Calendar project which has involved 
collecting toys for Reynalds Cross, selection boxes for the 
children in the wards of Solihull Hospital and decorating 
a Christmas tree to donate to St Basils. The project also 
asked students to carry out acts of kindness in the run-up 
to Christmas and to think about those who might be feeling 
lonely or down at this time of the year.

Solihull staff are enjoying their annual Big Coffee Morning in aid of Macmillan  
Cancer Support. (27 September)

We were very proud to deliver a training day to the pupil Heads and Deputies of schools 
across the region today. (27 September)

Marathon Superstar! 
Singing teacher Miss Bovill has joined an elite group of 
runners who have successfully completed an impressive 
global sports challenge – the World Marathon Majors 6 Star 
Award. Miss Bovill is one of only 200 women in the UK to 
achieve the feat, which involves finishing marathons in Boston, 
Berlin, Chicago, London, New York and Tokyo. 
An excellent time in the New York Marathon ensured she was 
eligible to compete in Boston, which she ran in 2015. In 2018, 
she took on Chicago, followed by Tokyo in March before 
finishing the challenge triumphantly in Berlin on 29 September. 
Miss Bovill said, ‘My love of running started when I moved to 
Solihull. The World Marathon Majors is a huge achievement, 
an absolute dream’.

Engineering Education Scheme 
A group of 11 Lower Sixth students from Solihull visited the 
Chetwynd Army Barracks in Nottingham in October as part 
of their EES (Engineering Education Scheme) programme. 
The students completed a series of teamwork and project 
management tasks, and met the mentors from JLR with 
whom they will be working over the next few months.

Brain Day
Upper Sixth Psychology students enjoyed a fascinating day 
at Nottingham High School for the annual ‘Brain Day’ event 
with neuroscientist Dr Guy Sutton. They examined a range 
of topics concerned with the biology of the brain and had 
the opportunity to get ‘hands-on’ with an interactive brain 
dissection. They consolidated their knowledge from the 
classroom as they learnt about the complex components of 
the human brain whilst considering issues such as mental 
illness, drug use and the impact of early experiences on brain 
development. They also explored the issue of accountability 
in criminals with brain deficits and were captivated by the 
exciting future of cognitive neuroscience.



Last week saw ‘House sorting’ for our Junior School. Each pupil was placed in a House – 
Fetherston, Jago, Pole, Shenstone or Windsor – and will remain in that House throughout 
their Solihull School career. (30 September)

Super slime-making skills demonstrated in our STEM session earlier this week. (2 October)

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Twenty-seven Sixth Formers completed their assessed Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award expedition over half-term following a 
route which traversed the Lake District from west to east. This 
followed on from the practice in Snowdonia last Easter. We 
were very lucky with the weather but the wilderness camps, 
steep climbs and very long days meant that by the end of day 
four pupils would sleep very soundly indeed. All four teams 
were magnificent and showed real grit to overcome the great 
physical and psychological challenges that such an expedition 
conjure up. Cooking and taking down tents in the dark prior to 
dawn to maximise daylight hours, and walking for four days in 
a row really does take some doing. A really big well done to all 
involved and hopefully they will all complete the other sections 
of their Gold Award very soon.... see you at the Palace in 
2020 hopefully!

Snowdonia School
Snowdonia School is back underway, and group 334 had a 
fantastic time in October. All 10 students (and 3 staff) made 
it to the top of Snowdon via Rhyd Ddu. We had great views 
on the way up but it was cloudy at the summit. Some of the 
group were very excited to learn that this was what the inside 
of a cloud looked like!

Next week we host @dotbschools, the organisation at the forefront of mindfulness teaching  
in schools. (3 October)

Yesterday we welcomed Gendered Intelligence back to school for an informative session 
with our Sixth Form students. (4 October)

Martyn Garner Building  
for Outdoor Education
On 8 September we welcomed Martyn Garner’s family, friends 
and colleagues to school for the official opening of The Martyn 
Garner Building for Outdoor Education - a small tribute to 
remember a remarkable man.

We were delighted that Helen, Tom and Evie were able to join 
us and mark the occasion with a ribbon cutting.

Third Form trip to Woodlands
At the start of term, all of our Third Form took part in an 
outdoor education day as part of their learning and to build 
teamwork and resilience through ‘Perseverantia’.

Pupils undertook a series of activities in glorious sunshine 
from scavenger hunts to zip wires, archery to climbing and 
orienteering to walking the wobbly planks. Plenty of fun, sun 
and memories made!



Chapel ready for tonight’s Harvest Evensong. Thank you all for your generous donations.  
(6 October)

Last Friday saw the first meeting of the Senior School Council, chaired by Upper Sixth 
student Tiegan Pound. (7 October)

Trebuchet Competition 
The 2019 History Department Trebuchet Competition was a 
great success. Pupils designed and built trebuchets during the 
half-term break to fire squash balls across the Clovelly Pitch. 
The winning trebuchet was built by William Cowley and Luca 
Romano in the Third Form who fired a ball over a distance of 
43.7 metres!

Schools Challenge 
The Schools Challenge teams competed in the regional 
rounds of the competition. Both teams played very well, but 
were up against some schools who were superfast on the 
buzzers! The teams enjoyed the quizzing, and showed great 
perseverantia!

Young Enterprise Recipe Book
Members of the Young Enterprise Team visited the printers 
to oversee final production of the ‘Let’s Cook with Solihull 
School’ recipe book. The Upper Fifth pupils – Kade 
Quakenbush, Joshua Woodman, Alex Horne, Hassan Janjua 
and Huw Foster – devised a business plan, secured funding 
from The Peter Jones Foundation ‘Tycoon in Schools’ 
programme and took full responsibility for the delivery of the 
book. This included developing the initial idea, collecting 
content, and working on design and layout, budgets and 
deadlines. Well done on a fantastic team effort! 

Third Form Latin drama 
Once again, a group of Third Formers was engaged this term 
in creating a scintillating courtroom drama with the fiend, 
Hermogenes, the Greek merchant, who steals Caecilius’s 
money. Each group created their own storyboard and 
screenplay and showed immense creativity in their adaptation 
of the story, ‘In Basilica’. Fun was had with costumes, with 
Latin pronunciation (salwe NOT salve!) and with Latin prose 
composition (without Google translate!). 

We had a real treat at tonight’s Senior School Informal Concert - Ziying He performed a piece 
on the erhu, a traditional Chinese string instrument. (7 October)

We’re incredibly proud of Solihull pupils Myles Harris, Charlotte Rigg and Josh Golsby-Taylor 
who represented Warwickshire at the Swim England National County Team Championships in 

Sheffield last weekend. (8 October)

Speeches Evening 
In September we enjoyed our annual Speeches and 
Presentation of the Sixth Form and Middle School Prizes 
event. This year’s Guest of Honour was Ian MacGregor, Old 
Silhillian (Jago 1970-1980), former editor of The Sunday 
Telegraph and The Metro and deputy editor of The Daily 
Telegraph and The Evening Standard. It was a fantastic 
evening celebrating success.

Birmingham University Girls  
in STEM Day 
A group of Fourth Form pupils visited The University of 
Birmingham for a day aimed at encouraging more girls to 
enter STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 
related subjects at A-Level and beyond. The students 
participated in workshops which included infection control in 
a hospital, as well as seeing demonstrations of robotics and 
machine-based learning. The day concluded with a tour of the 
University campus.

ParAgility Success 
Head of Strings Helen Roberts and her dog Popsie won a 
place on the IMCA & PAWC (International and Mixed Breed 
Championship and ParAgility World Championship) team to 
represent the UK in Spain.
 
The competition is combined with a para-agility event where 
the handlers have a range of disabilities from terminal illness 
to brain injuries. Helen was part of the winning team, bringing 
home a Gold Medal for Team UK! 



The full cast of Twelfth Night had their first company meeting today receiving scripts and rehearsal 
schedules. We cannot wait to start! (8 October)

Snowdonia School 344’s adventure continued with a visit to Rhiwbach Mine, near Conway 
Falls yesterday. (8 October)

Lower School Diploma Evening 
Over 30 Fourth Form pupils presented their Diploma work to 
a packed George Hill Social Area recently. Parents, teachers 
and governors were enthralled by the sheer range of different 
interpretations of the project, which included aspects of 
leadership, charity, co-curricular and academic contributions 
and the core values of Solihull. Pupils spoke with such 
passion and confidence about their various contributions and 
had kept detailed portfolios of their work; wonderful to see 
from Lower School pupils as part of their development of core 
soft skills. An excellent evening all round! 

Pi Club 
Pi Club has been extremely popular throughout the Christmas 
Term. It has been great to see many of our new Third 
Form mathematicians attending on a regular basis. They 
have enjoyed working on a wide range of mathematical 
challenges and puzzles and have demonstrated some 
incredible problem-solving skills. We were also joined by some 
amazing young mathematicians from the Junior School in 
November. We look forward to putting together our Lower 
School Mathematics Team for the upcoming UKMT Team 
Challenge where we hope to repeat our success from last 
year. You can follow our Mathematics Department on Twitter 
@SolSchMaths.

Maths Cake Club
1. The first rule of Maths Cake Club is…  
 bake something very tasty.   

2. The second rule of Maths Cake Club is…  
 bake a cake that has a deep, mathematical meaning.  

Well, the Upper Sixth Further Maths group have given it 
a really good go this term and produced some genuine 
showstoppers!  More to come next term.

Yesterday our Solihull golf squad defeated Bromsgrove 3 - 1 at Blackwell Golf Club. (9 October)

Congratulations to the winners of our Mental Health Awareness Poster Competition. Judged 
by the Headmaster, the chosen concepts will be produced into glossy posters for display 

after half-term. (10 October)

Chemistry Department
Sixth Form students had the opportunity to attend an evening 
lecture on ‘Discovering New Medicines’ at the University of 
Birmingham in October as well as the Chemistry in Action day 
at the University of Warwick in November. The latter involved a 
series of lectures, which included topics such as personalised 
cancer treatments, poisons, amazing water and the 
environment, how chemistry can save you in an apocalypse 
as well as tips on exam success. It was a very informative and 
enjoyable day! 

Regional Maths Champions!
On Thursday 14 November, the Senior Maths Team of 
George Sunderland, Joseph Morgan, Kiarn Turner and Conor 
Collins travelled to Warwick University to take on some of the 
strongest schools around in the Regional Finals of the UKMT 
Maths Challenge.  They performed brilliantly and fought off 
tough opposition to storm through in the final round and 
secure first place. They move on to compete in the National 
Final in London next year.  Well done to the team and to Mr 
Macarthur for mentoring and preparation.

The English Society 
This has been an exciting term for the English Society, 
which has welcomed three external speakers. In September, 
Professor Michael Hulse from the University of Warwick 
engaged students with a talk on Philip Larkin and Carol Ann 
Duffy, and in November, Dr John Fagg from the University 
of Birmingham returned to deliver an informative talk to the 
Lower Sixth on ‘Surface and Depth in The Great Gatsby’. 
The Society closed the term by welcoming the University of 
Warwick’s Professor Carol Chillington Rutter to speak about 
Hamlet. 
 

English Department Theatre Trips 
This term, the Lower Fifth enjoyed a trip to the Birmingham 
REP to see An Inspector Calls, while our A-Level students 
attended a sell-out production of A Streetcar Named Desire at 
the Crescent Theatre. 



Our Junior School Girls & Boys Cross-Country teams both won the Solihull Borough  
Cross-Country event on Tuesday, competing against more than 500 runners from 24 schools!  
(10 October)

Yesterday over 140 pupils took part in the House One Mile Run. A huge well done to all who 
turned out to run & support their House. (11 October)

Creative Writing Competition
Congratulations to the winners of the J3 Environmental Poetry 
Competition. The competition was launched and judged by 
the Lower Sixth Creative Writing Enrichment group (India 
Armstrong, Olivia Hass, Mia Gilson, Tommy Simmons, Edward 
Roe, and Zarine Kumar) who were incredibly impressed by the 
standard of the entries. First prize went to Bella Frith, second 
to Macy Ranson and third prize to Joshua Grant-Pearce.

Law and Politics Trip to London 
Lower Sixth A-Level Politics students and ASPire Law 
students combined for a trip to London to the Executive, 
Judiciary and Legislature. Visiting Downing Street was a 
highlight, together with a talk about the functions of the 
Supreme Court including a private audience with Lord Kerr. 
Student Will said ‘Listening to Lord Kerr’s advice during this 
rare opportunity was a fascinating insight into law including his 
trajectory to becoming one of the 12 Lord Justices of the UK. 
A truly great experience!’  To top it all, visiting the Houses of 
Parliament and the Palace of Westminster was remarkable. 

Cyber Security Competition
Well done to our Cyber Security candidates who have all 
passed the first stage of the HM Cyber Security Competition 
and are working hard on solving challenging cyber problems 
to reach the third ‘elite’ round. The pupils are working through 
the competition in their own time and supporting each other. 
They are learning fantastic skills and getting an insight into the 
cyber security industry. Well done. 

Classics Society 
The Classics Society visited the University of Birmingham 
for the BMCA Autumn lecture. Prof Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones 
(Cardiff) was speaking on ‘Trouble in the Tehran multiplex: 
Iranian perceptions of the Heroic’, looking at the depiction 
of the Persians in ancient literature, art, and the 300 film 
franchise. Lloyd was a thoroughly entertaining and interesting 
speaker, and we all left with lots of things to think about – we 
will never trust Herodotus again! 

GCSE Greek
Following the success of the last two years’ candidates, 
there are now 19 pupils doing GCSE Greek with lessons after 
school on Wednesdays and Fridays. Much is being learned 
about English through the derivations of words and the 
grammar has its parallels in Latin. The enthusiasm displayed 
by all concerned is overwhelming and we look forward to 
seeing the classes go from strength to strength. To come will 
be readings of the Cyclops stories in Greek, Jason and the 
Argonauts in Greek and somewhere there will be green frogs 
and philosophers! 

A non-uniform day at school raised over £1,500 for Hazel Oak School’s minibus appeal.  
(11 October)

The latest issue of Marginal Gains, our student-led political publication, is now available on 
our website. (14 October)

Computing Club
We have launched a very exciting Junior School Computing 
Club, organised and led by an amazing group of Fourth Form 
pupils. The aim of the club is for Senior pupils to share some 
of their knowledge and expertise in all things computing. 
Currently, the Junior School pupils are learning how to use 
Pencil2D, a drawing and animation software. They have learnt 
how to animate emojis and are now working on a Christmas-
themed animation. The Senior pupils have been brilliant; 
they are hands-on and have really enjoyed working with the 
younger members of the school community. 

A-Level Spanish Film Study Day
On Friday 15 November, Mr Morgan and Miss Levey took 
our Upper Sixth Spanish students to the British Film Institute 
in London in order to attend a workshop dedicated to the 
film-making of the Spanish director Pedro Almodóvar. Having 
gained an invaluable insight into the major themes of his 
cinematography, we enjoyed a screening of Almodóvar’s 2006 
film Volver starring Penélope Cruz. Mr Morgan and Miss Levey 
would like to thank the students for their enthusiasm and 
good company during the day.

Amsterdam Careers Trip
During half-term, Mr and Mrs Chillcott accompanied three 
Lower Sixth students on a Careers trip to Amsterdam, to 
get an insight into studying and living in the Netherlands. 
Spending time at the VU University, both at the open day and 
at additional talks, the group met lecturers and students to 
find out more information about the available courses and 
life as an international student. The pupils also got a feel for 
everyday life in the Netherlands through visits to quaint towns, 
enjoying traditional Dutch food and going on a walking tour 
around Amsterdam, learning about how it has become one of 
the safest communities in the world.



Mrs Martens, Head of Keyboard, delivered a talk yesterday at the Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire on the topic of Mental Health and the musical benefits of duet playing.  
(14 October)

Junior School pupils bagged themselves some bargain books, on sale for Charity Week, 
during today’s morning break. (16 October)

French Exchange
This year’s French Exchange was filled with excitement, 
nerves and joy. Upon their arrival in England, the French 
students enjoyed a school lunch with us before learning about 
the school’s history and getting to know British customs. 
They then met our families and spent the weekend with their 
partners, partaking in a multitude of activities, such as laser 
questing, bowling and mini golf. In October, we then flew 
to France, happily greeted by our exchange partners and a 
variety of French food. During our visit, we saw many beautiful 
cities, including Annecy, Lyon, and the Swiss city of Geneva. 
During the weekend, the exchange partners also treated us to 
fun activities - paintballing, mountain climbing, and even a trip 
to the cinema…in French. On the last day, we experienced 
three French lessons, before sadly returning to England. 
Overall, it was an incredibly fun trip, and we’d like to thank the 
Lycée Lalande for welcoming us.

Spanish and Religious Studies  
Trip to Andalucía
During the October half-term holiday, Mr Morgan and Miss 
Rutherford accompanied  a very enthusiastic group of Lower 
Fifth, Upper Fifth and Lower Sixth students on an exciting trip 
to the cities of Málaga, Córdoba and Granada. During their 
time in the beautiful Spanish region of Andalucía, students 
practised their Spanish, learned about Spain’s fascinating 
religious heritage and visited some world-famous buildings 
and monuments such as the Catedral – Mezquita of Córdoba 
and the La Alhambra in Granada. We rounded off the trip 
with a visit to the beach and brought home some fantastic 
memories.

This afternoon every boy in J4 represented the school in football fixtures against  
Crescent School. (16 October)

As part of National Chocolate Week, this morning J2HM delivered a fabulous assembly on the 
theme of chocolate and Fairtrade. (16 October)

Iceland Trip
At the end of a busy October half-term, 37 GCSE Geography 
students were accompanied by four staff for a wonderful and 
awe-inspiring trip to Iceland. We visited plenty of spectacular 
waterfalls,  witnessed exploding geysirs, tasted some 
fermented shark (a real delicacy!) observed some lava tubes 
close up, walked on a glacier, stood on an active tectonic 
plate boundary, and of course, engaged in the local pastime 
of relaxing in Geothermal pools!



Congratulations to our first Junior School Gold Star Award winners of the 2019/20  
academic year. (6 November)

Sixth Form students have been selling poppies in school this week ahead of Remembrance 
Day on Monday. (8 November)

Nell Gwynn 
Towards the end of the term, members of the Upper Fifth and 
Sixth Form presented three energetic and raucous evenings 
of Nell Gwynn by Jessica Swale. The Bushell Hall auditorium 
was radically reconfigured in order to create an intimate 90 
seat, courtyard-style auditorium which aided the various 
instances of audience interaction and contributed to the 
convivial and joyous atmosphere. Special mention must go to 
Beth Miles, who played the title character with such vivacity, 
wit and charm that the audience were putty in her hands. 
Benedict Barker played the famous actor ‘Charles Hart’ with 
élan and charisma, whilst Harrison Kentish was unforgettable 
as a magnificent Charles II. Nell Gwynn is a bold comedy with 
moments of real tenderness and sentiment, and the talented 
cast and crew managed this balance with ambition and 
confidence.

Red 
Our first show of the year was Red by Somalia Seaton, a 
startling contemporary piece about the friendship between 
a group of teenage girls, and how this friendship is affected 
when one of their number goes missing. Director Alexandra 
Duckworth, in the Upper Sixth, staged the piece in an 
ambitious immersive style, with the audience sitting around 
the space on deckchairs and beanbags and the performers 
performing around them. The piece included a number of 
powerful and visceral performances, perhaps most notably 
the core friendship depicted by Annabel Bagshaw and Anna 
Whitmarsh, who perfectly captured the fragility and the 
intensity of their characters.    

Our U13 Wales rugby tour boys observed the Remembrance Sunday two-minute silence with 
the Aberdare Rugby Club team before this morning’s match. (10 November)

A poignant service and wreath laying ceremony for Remembrance Day at Solihull this morning.  
(11 November)

Theatre Trips
This term has seen a wider variety of theatre visits than 
ever before. In October, a large group of Lower School 
pupils, alongside some Drama students, visited the Curve 
Theatre, Leicester to see the National Theatre’s legendary 
adaptation of Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse. Just before 
the Christmas holidays, thirty-five Third Formers paid a visit 
to the Birmingham Repertory Theatre to watch a radically 
reimagined Peter Pan, thrillingly updated to contemporary 
Birmingham. Drama students also visited a host of theatres 
throughout the term, from the Young Vic and the Donmar 
Warehouse in London, to the Birmingham Rep and the RSC 
closer to home.

Art Department
It has been an incredibly busy term in the Art Department. 
In September, the Lower Sixth artists enjoyed a portrait-
drawing workshop with local artist Nick Logan. They spent 
the day working with a life model and experimenting with the 
value method of portrait drawing. In October, we welcomed 
Reynalds Cross School for their annual silk-painting 
workshop. The pupils were supported by our Sixth Form 
students and the children created some wonderful poppy 
designs to take back for their own Remembrance service.

In November, the Lower Sixth Photographers enjoyed a very 
productive day with London photographer Lucy Williams. 
They learnt about lighting techniques, environment and how 
to direct a model to get the best shot. The model for the 
day was an artist, with a ‘hidden’ disability and the students 
gained a great deal from working with her. The Upper Sixth 
Artists and Photographers attended Warwick University to 
hear from four professionals. The speakers shared the secrets 
of their creative inspirations and how they developed their 
work and careers. It was an insightful day which saw one 
of our students trying on a hat made by the milliner Piers 
Atkinson.

We welcomed 32 Year 5 pupils from surrounding junior 
schools for two art workshops in mid-November. The children 
created silk paintings and mono prints with the support 
of our Lower Sixth Artists and had a wonderful time. Nick 
Logan came back at the end of November to tutor our artists 
in the ‘alla prima’ painting technique. This time the theme 
was architecture and the students created some wonderful 
atmospheric paintings on the day.



Lower School history students made poppies as a mark of remembrance. The display in  
the George Hill Building includes dedications and names of Old Silhillians who died in WWI. 
(11 November)

Last week our J3s and J4s took part in the Solihull Schools Biathlon - swim and run. Our girls 
came 1st and our boys finished 3rd. Well done to all! (12 November)

Dentist Visit 
All children from J2 enjoyed a talk about teeth, kindly delivered 
by Orthodontic Excellence. They learnt how important it is 
to brush their teeth twice a day and what types of food they 
should and shouldn’t eat to keep their teeth healthy. They 
were amazed to learn that 1.5 litres of flavoured water has the 
equivalent of 16.5 sugar cubes in. The children asked lots of 
questions and enjoyed seeing the effects of disclosing tablets 
on two brave pupils.

Journey to the Stable 
J1 took their annual trip to St Alphege Church for a ‘Journey 
to the Stable’. Lovely local volunteers wonderfully acted 
out the nativity story, sharing with the children extensive 
knowledge about the important Christmas story. The J1s 
loved hearing from the shepherds, innkeeper, Mary and 
Joseph and even got to sing a lullaby to baby Jesus! A festive 
morning was enjoyed by all, recognising the real meaning of 
Christmas.

Roald Dahl Day 
We celebrated Roald Dahl Day in the Junior School and had 
a wonderful time, as always. We took part in a special quiz in 
assembly and engaged in many swishwifflingly good and fun 
activities in our year groups. As if that wasn’t enough fun to 
be had, we also wore a splash of yellow (as that was Roald 
Dahl’s favourite colour) as well as an item of clothing inside 
out because he used to write in his shed, wearing his jumper 
inside out too! 

Congratulations to our U16 netball squad for coming 2nd in the county netball tournament 
this evening. This gains them a place in the West Midlands Regional tournament to be played 

in January. (13 November)

The Penney family recently spent a week in Sri Lanka with Assist RR. The trip included a visit 
to families who share the Solihull School boat, funded by our school community. Their lives 

have changed since the boat arrived. (14 November)

Junior School Spanish Club 
The Junior School Spanish Club is a great opportunity for 
the pupils to practise some of the materials they’re learning 
in their lessons, but in a fun and interactive way. In the club 
the  pupils enjoy using iPads to play games where the use of 
Spanish words is the main objective. The club finishes with an 
activity, where everyone participates in teams which is a great 
way to meet and make new friends. 

Junior School Sport – Girls
It has been a busy start to the school year for Junior School 
Girls’ Sport. There have been numerous successful hockey 
and netball fixtures for the U11s and U10s and all the U9s 
have enjoyed taking part in their first hockey festival against 
KHPS. The J1 girls have shown great improvement in their 
netball skills and we look forward to seeing their future 
progress. 

On the field, the J4 and J3 girls’ cross-country team showed 
great determination winning the Borough Competition with a 
special mention going to Mollie Beeton and Connie Watkiss 
who placed 1st and 2nd overall; a fantastic achievement. The 
girls continue to shine within the borough, winning the biathlon 
and the first two U11 football matches of the season. 

In dance and gymnastics, the girls have been working hard to 
perfect their routines and work on their musical interpretation. 
The girls have qualified to perform their dance routine of ‘A 
Touch of Friendship’ in the West Midlands round of the Great 
Big Dance Off at the Alexander Theatre next academic term. 
We look forward to hearing about their successes. 

BEBRAS Computing Challenge 
All of J2 and J4 took part in the University of Oxford BEBRAS 
Computing Challenge, competing against pupils from over 40 
different countries. The competition is designed to challenge 
the pupils’ computational thinking and get children all over the 
world excited about computing. 

There was definitely a buzz around the Junior School when 
we found out that 10 of our J4s had been invited to take part 
in a further University of Oxford computing challenge! 

We are also extremely proud of our 28 J2s and J4s who were 
awarded a ‘distinction’ and the 34 who were awarded ‘merit’.

Junior School Sport – Boys
The boys of the Junior School have had a very fun and 
successful start to the 2019-20 season, training hard to 
improve their skills in rugby, hockey and football. Our U8 boys 
played excellently in their first ever Solihull School fixtures 
against Balsall Common and Blue Coat, whilst our U9s had 
extremely close encounters on the rugby pitch against Blue 
Coat, Bablake and King Henry’s. 

An U10 season highlight so far has been their rugby match 
against Bablake, where they showed great strength in tackling 
and a very positive attitude. The U11 boys have been very 
busy with football, rugby and hockey matches; this half-term, 
every boy in J4 played in competitive matches against Blue 
Coat. Well done, to all JS boys!  



The U11 and U13 gymnasts competed in the Milano Team Gymnastics West Midlands 
regional heats at the weekend. All teams were placed in the top three and three teams 
qualified for the National Finals. (2 December)

A wonderful evening of music making by many of our Senior School musicians in two informal 
concerts! Well done to everyone who performed. (2 December)

CBSO Youth Orchestra  
Following auditions, three pupils – Lauren Raybould and Anika 
Vairavaraja (violin) and Katy Baker (clarinet) – gained places in 
the highly acclaimed CBSO Youth Orchestra. They rehearsed 
intensively over half-term and performed in a concert in 
Symphony Hall. The programme included the seminal and 
very challenging early 20th century work The Rite of Spring by 
Stravinsky. Bravo to all three of them.

Staff Chamber Music Recital  
On Sunday 8 December, some of our music staff presented a 
fabulous 40-minute recital of music ranging from Schumann 
and Brahms to Piazolla, and a composition by our very own 
Mr Phillips to a packed audience in the David Turnbull Music 
School. After mulled wine and mince pies, most in attendance 
then went to the Chapel to hear the service of Compline sung 
by the Chamber Choir. We are blessed with such strong 
performing musicians amongst our staff, so do look out for 
other recitals later in the year.

St Cecilia Concert
On 22 November musicians celebrate the life of St Cecilia – 
the patron saint of musicians – and so our St Cecilia Concert 
always falls very close to that date. The concert brought 
together nearly 125 pupils playing and singing in eleven 
different ensembles. The programme, as usual, featured a 
wonderful breadth of musical periods, styles and genres 
ranging from music by Byrd (Earle of Oxford’s March) and 
Mozart (Clarinet Concerto), through Jewish Klezmer music 
and jazz music from the mid-20th century to music from film 
(Toy Story) and pop (an ABBA medley).

These were presented by Chamber Orchestra, String 
Orchestra, Concert Band, Big Band, Saxophony, Brass 
Ensemble, Flute Choir, the specially formed ‘Klezmer Band’, 
‘Jazz 793’, L. S. C (Love Singing Chorally) and ‘The Twelve’ 
(Sixth Form close harmony group). In addition, Katy Baker 
took on the solo clarinet role with Chamber Orchestra in the 
slow movement of Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto. She played 
with great skill and musicianship, as did Chamber Orchestra in 
accompanying her. 

Throughout the concert not only were all the performers 
fabulously committed, effective and wonderfully musical on 
stage, they were all tremendous listeners – really supporting 
each other throughout. It is always a privilege to see such joy 
in all the performances; huge congratulations to all concerned.

Third Form pupils have been busy making cell cakes and models. Some fantastic,  
very imaginative creations, great work all! (3 December)

It’s Question Time today! Ask the candidates about their policies and decide who to vote for -  
only three days to go! (9 December)

Solihull Sings!
This term’s choral outreach programme has involved children 
from Greswold Primary School combining with our pupils in 
J2A & J2HM in song, involving some 90 children. Mr Rice 
has led weekly sessions at Greswold over the term as well as 
with our J2s, with the eight-week programme culminating in a 
splendid celebratory get-together and concert in the Chapel. It 
is always so uplifting to see all the children united in song and 
deriving so much pleasure from making music together.

‘The King’s Singers’ came to town
Just before half-term the school worked together with the 
Armonico Consort to perform alongside The King’s Singers in 
a huge event in the Bushell Hall. This a cappella vocal group 
is internationally renowned and right at the top of their game 
in this field of music. As well as The King’s Singers performing 
some of their own repertoire, the Armonico Consort had 
commissioned a new work for children’s choirs and The King’s 
Singers told the story of the plight of refugees on their journey 
leaving home to new, unfamiliar lands. Singers in our three 
Chapel Choirs sang alongside choirs from various other local 
schools, and the whole event was conducted by Old Silhillian, 
Christopher Monks. All the children came away buzzing from 
the experience of having listened to and sung alongside The 
King’s Singers.

Chapel Choirs
The Chapel Choirs have had a busy term, as usual, with the 
Boys’, Girls’ and Chamber Choirs all involved. In addition 
to the usual weekly Sunday evening services, they sang 
magnificently at the Remembrance Requiem Mass and, 
towards the end of term, the usual Advent Procession and 
Nine Lessons and Carols services, preparing our way for 
the Christmas season. Well done to all our singers for their 
continued commitment both to their singing and to the life of 
the Chapel.

Music Festival Successes
As ever, our musicians have been out and about performing 
in various local music festivals. Singers have been particularly 
busy at the Lichfield Festival. The number of our pupils 
gaining 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes awarded has been particularly 
impressive this year, so huge congratulations to them all, 
both for their successes and for their courage in performing 
in an event where their performances will be critiqued by an 
adjudicator. Special mention goes to Benedict and Jacques 
Barker and to Eleanor Gooderidge for gaining at least one 1st 
or 2nd prize each. Congratulations also go to Hannah Smith 
for having won 1st prize in the age 11-13 vocal class at the 
Solihull Music Festival.

Further afield, Katy Baker had the exciting opportunity to 
travel to Vienna to perform alongside other musicians aged 
13-15 from all over the world in the finals of an international 
Virtuoso Music Competition – which she won. Wow!



It was a busy weekend for the rugby teams at Monmouth School. (9 December)

Fantastic festive cakes for today’s Solihull House Bake Off competition, raising funds for  
St Basils. Thanks to all for getting involved in creating and purchasing. So many delicious 
treats for Monday break! (9 December)

ISA Inter-schools Climbing 
Competition
Despite a couple of last minute withdrawals and late ‘stand-
ins’ joining the team, seven pupils from the Lower Fifth to 
the Upper Sixth acquitted themselves magnificently at a 
competition held at Redpoint Worcester in late November. 
This was the first time the school has fielded a team for such 
an event.

Twenty-eight ISA schools from all over the country and 
collectively 160 pupils were involved and Solihull managed 
four podium finishes! Well done to all involved and especially 
to the two winners – Emma Gahan and Andrew Gach.

Triple Jump Success
Upper Sixth student Sean Mhende participated in the Youth 
Development League (YDL) finals as part of the Birchfield 
Harriers U20 Men’s Triple Jump. An amazing new personal 
best of 13.96m saw Sean win gold and become one of the 
top 20 triple jumpers in the country.

Netherlands Hockey Tour
During the October half-term break, a touring party of 40 
boys and 29 girls took part in this year’s hockey tour to The 
Netherlands. Following different itineraries, the boys and 
girls separated upon arrival at Schiphol Airport with both 
parties enjoying five days of sightseeing, activities and, most 
importantly of all, playing plenty of hockey. Highlights of the 
week included visits to Amsterdam, the Johan Cruyff Arena, 
the Tikibad Water Park, and a trampolining park.

The standard of hockey was excellent and it was clear that all 
of the children showed great progress throughout the duration 
of the trip. Thank you to all accompanying staff and to the 
children for representing the school with pride, both on and off 
the hockey pitch.

Support Solihull Mind and make someone’s day with our Elf Delivery Service! Staff & pupils 
are invited to send a positive mental boost to a friend, classmate, colleague or teacher in our 

Solihull Reverse Advent Calendar. (10 December)

Tonight our school bands will be presenting a short concert of songs they have been working 
on this term. Join The Carpet Lids and The Pink Stripes in the Recital Room for some 

Christmas hits! (11 December)

Swimming Success
Upper Fifth pupil Josh Golsby-Taylor recently competed in the 
Midlands Short Course Championships in Nottingham. He 
won the 100m backstroke for the junior category - swimming 
a personal best and going under 60 seconds for the first 
time - and is now the Midlands champion! Josh also achieved 
a silver in the 200m backstroke and a bronze in the 50m 
backstroke. 

Fishing Club
The cold and wet didn’t stop our students enjoying two days 
by the river at Packington with Mr Groom this half-term.

U14 Midlands Finalists
Congratulations to the U14 Girls’ Hockey team who were 
unbeaten throughout the tournament to be crowned 
Warwickshire County Champions. This victory enabled 
them to progress through to the Midlands Regional round. 
They faced Loughborough High and lost 3-1, and then beat 
Oundle 1-0 in what could only be described as horrendous 
conditions! They finished 2nd in their pool and progressed 
through to the Midlands Finals. At the Midlands Finals 
we were in a pool with Trent, Uppingham and Denstone 
and finished 3rd which was a great achievement. Huge 
congratulations must go to the squad on the progress they 
have made in the last 12 months.

U13 Rugby Tour to South Wales
During the first weekend after half-term, the U13 rugby A 
and B squads decamped to South Wales to experience 
a different brand of rugby and develop their wider skills of 
self-organisation in a tour setting. Playing more adult rules 
was an exciting experience for the boys, including line-outs 
and kicking conversions! Games against Mountain Ash 
and Aberdare RFC were a great spectacle with our hosts 
commenting on the positive behaviour of the squads on and 
off the pitch. This included bowling, swimming and dining 
locally as a squad. We look forward to welcoming our Welsh 
counterparts in return one day!  
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Christmas Term Teams of the Week
Grey Dog Theatre Company  
Edinburgh Fringe 2019   
Twenty excellent performances of drama,  
music & puppetry

U13 Girls’ Hockey Team   
Fantastic team effort in the Foremarke Hall 
Tournament 

European Languages Day Ambassadors  
A superb team effort 

U14B Boys’ Hockey Team   
Excellent victory versus Loughborough  
Grammar School 

Young Enterprise Team   
Wonderful teamwork, determination & 
organisation in producing a school recipe 
book 

Golf Squad    
Excellent victory versus Bromsgrove School

Shell Wn Form  
Generosity & kindness fundraising for  
The Albaraca School, The Gambia

DofE Gold ExpeditionTeam   
Completion of the Gold Award:  
Lake District Expedition October 2019

U14 Girls’ Hockey Team  
Outstanding team effort showing great resilience, 
hard work and perseverantia 

Third Form Helpers 
Fantastic support and fundraising at the 
Christmas Fair

The Catering Team  
Tremendous work in ensuring a smooth transition 
to our new Refectory

Community Outreach Ambassadors 
Superb work on the Reverse Advent Calendar

Ski Team
This term the Ski Team competed in the ESSKIA 
Championships. Both the senior boys’ and girls’ teams 
successfully qualified in the regional competition in Gloucester, 
to the English Finals in Norwich. In the English Finals, they 
navigated some very tricky conditions in torrential rain; at 
times it was unclear whether they were skiing or water skiing 
down the slope! Ella Giles was the second fastest girl overall. 

The boys’ team qualified for the British Finals in Stoke, where 
they competed against 25 of the fastest boys’ teams from 
England, Scotland and Wales. They placed 5th overall, which 
is an achievement to be proud of! On the back of their racing 
performance, four of our students (including one student from 
the Junior School) have been selected for an ESSKIA training 
squad where they have the opportunity to attend a camp in 
Norway or Holland.




