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Ex-England rugby union captain and coach and World Cup winner Martin Johnson visited the School this term to run a coaching session with the Senior squads. 

We welcome this year’s new Heads of School: Tom Griesbach and  
Lauren Buchan and their deputies Harry Morgan and Charlotte Beesley.

This term we welcomed Darren Maddy, ex-Warwickshire, 
Leicestershire and England cricketer, to the School. As the new 
Master of Cricket, he replaces Mr D Hemp who is sadly leaving the 
School for Melbourne, Australia at the end of this term. 



The Greyhound Interviews…
Miss Roberts, Classics

How long have you been teaching?

I have been teaching now for nearly 4 years –nearly 5 if you count 
some part-time teaching I did whilst I undertook a Masters degree.

What do you most enjoy about your job?

I love getting to talk about Classics every day! It’s something I’ve 
been fascinated in since I was very young. I have travelled to many 
ancient sites including Pompeii, Herculaneum, Ostia, Rome, Istanbul, 
Ephesus, Crete, Athens, Delphi – and many more places! I get to 
show off my holiday snaps of these sites in lessons, too! 

Why do you like teaching Classics?

The diversity of the subject is fantastic – it covers literature, art, 
architecture, religion, language, philosophy, history and even ancient 
magic! Whether the literature I teach is in English translation or 
in its original Latin, there is something everyone can gain from 
studying Classics; it is such a fun subject to teach.

What would you be if you weren’t a teacher?

I’ve always been fascinated with languages – I’d probably do 
something to do with etymology!

Who’s your favourite Classical God and why?

Juno – she is just so mad at everyone and everything, so wreaks 
havoc wherever she can!

What would be your ideal last meal and why?

I love cheese – so a good English cheeseboard!

The Astronomy Club has been using their new telescope, kindly paid for by the Solihull School 
Parents’ Association. (9 September)

We have a whole School photograph on Monday 16 September. Pupils look your smartest! (12 
September)

Hockey: The Senior Boys’ Hockey teams have made a great start to the session winning all three 
matches on Wednesday against Queen Mary’s Grammar School. (6 September)

 

The Third Form arrived safely at Woodlands Camp and we are looking forward to a fun-packed 
day; the weather is being very kind to us. (5 September)

Staff Achievements

Congratulations to:

Mr D Reardon  who hosted and spoke at the National Firefly 
Users Conference, held in our very own Bushell Hall. The Virtual 
Learning Environment Conference was attended by over 200 
delegates from both the UK and overseas.

Miss E Campbell who plays for Ernesford Grange Badminton 
Club, has recently been selected to play for Warwickshire for 
their county-level fixtures.

Mr Kevin Hunton who has led and directed several 
performances undertaken by a group of young people with 
learning disabilities at the Palace Youth Theatre, Redditch. The 
group performed ‘The Elevator’ earlier this year and will perform 
their new show ‘O2’ early next year.

Miss Sally Walton who was part of the England Hockey 
team that recently won Bronze at the World League Finals in 
Argentina. Sally scored the winning penalty to beat the host 
nation in the Bronze medal match.

A visit to the Mayor

Pupils were delighted to be given the opportunity to visit 
Solihull Council Chamber this term. A party of Junior School 
pupils and representatives from the Senior School Councils 
were given a warm welcome to the Council House by the Mayor 
of Solihull, Mr Joe Tildesley. 

We had an opportunity to take a seat in the Council Chamber 
itself. To sit in the very seats used by our elected Members 
of the Council was a privilege - a role that may become a 
reality for some of us in years to come! The Mayor spent time 
explaining the role of Solihull Council in the wider Borough and 
asked us questions about the different political parties. He also 
championed Solihull Youth Council as a vehicle for young people 
to get involved in politics at a local level.

We were invited to visit the Mayor’s Parlour, which is where 
he meets and greets invited guests. The clerk to the Mayor 
showed us the Mayor’s ceremonial robes and a photograph of 
the Mayoress, Mrs Joan Tildesley. We were then presented 
with one of the new and rare five pound coins which have 
been produced to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. This was a 
wonderful opportunity and it was made all the more special 
because of the Mayor’s generosity.

Jessica Browne

Development and Alumni Relations

School Reunion Day 2014
On Saturday 22 March 2014 the School will open its doors to 
all former pupils, former parents and former staff members, 
regardless of when they left School or how long the passage 
of time since their last visit. The day’s events will begin with 
Girls’ Netball and Boys’ Hockey (former pupils from the past 
three years versus current pupils) for those who wish to watch 
or participate, leading us into lunch in the Refectory for everyone 
at 1pm. This will be an opportunity to relive old School lunch 
days! After lunch a whole host of activities will begin, taking 
us through the afternoon, including the annual Rugby match, 
with a presentation by former pupil and former England Rugby 
coach Martin Green, an Evensong performance with the Former 
Choristers’ Association and other keen singers, tours of the 
School to relive those old memories, and activities run by School 
departments. 

In the evening, those who wish to will retire to the Old Silhillians 
Clubhouse for dinner, drinks and dancing!

London Alumni Group
In October 2013 we held our first Solihull School and OSA Alumni 
social event. It was a wonderful opportunity to catch up with old 
friends, make new friends and relax with a drink or two.

The London Group organises regular social events, as well as the 
Annual London Dinner, and is led by former pupils Tim Farazmand 
(Windsor 1972 - 79) and Phil Pinto (Fetherston 1970 - 79). 

Supporting Careers 
A new Alumni Careers Network has been launched to encourage 
former pupils to support Careers. The particular focus at the 
moment is Careers and University Mentoring, although alumni 
are invited to support in many ways, including offering work 
experience and work place visits, helping with CV and interview 
preparation, and speaking to pupils.     

Remembrance Anniversary

This year’s Remembrance Day ceremony was a particularly special 
occasion as it marked the 60th anniversary of the dedication of the 
War Memorial. 

On Friday 6 December, the J1s visited St Alphege Church to find out 
more about what happened on the night Jesus was born. Together 
they went on a ‘Journey to the Stable’, meeting shepherds, kings, 
a very grumpy Innkeeper, Mary , Joseph and, of course, the Baby 
Jesus!

New Head of Careers

We welcome Julia Skan to the School as our new Head of Careers. 
Julia arrives with a wealth of experience working in business, 
corporate finance and recruitment. She will be involved in a 
number of roles, with a primary focus on careers advice, university 
mentoring, interview techniques and building leadership skills. 

Speeches Evening
 
Our Guest of Honour at this year’s Speeches Evening was Nigel 
Botterill, a successful local businessman with three children at the 
School. He handed out prizes to pupils in the Upper and Middle 
School and spoke passionately to the Bushell Hall audience about 
how to achieve success in life. 



Charity: Well done to all pupils for supporting Jeans for Genes Day. The School raised £1781.00. 
(25 September)

Charity: A new record was set at break time. We sold 1100 Krispy Kreme doughnuts in 9 minutes 
13 seconds. All funds go to Macmillan Cancer Support. (27 September)

Visit the School Facebook page to see photographs of the fantastic Charity Jazz evening with 
Jeremy Sassoon and his 11 piece band. (17 September)

Cricket: The 1st XI are U19 County Cup winners. They beat Bablake by 4 wickets in the 20/20 final at 
Leamington Cricket Club. (23 September)

Bencher Weekend

The Middle School Bench enjoyed team-building activities, 
including a high ropes course on their annual visit to Snowdonia. 

Society of Biology - Annual Charter Lecture

On 12 November Mrs Wild, Mr Bate and Miss Gummery took 
28 Lower Sixth students to Birmingham University to attend the 
Society of Biology: West Midlands branch Annual Charter Lecture.  
The lecture given by Professor Steve Jones was entitled ‘Is Man 
just another animal?’  The lecture looked at the beliefs and works 
of Alfred Wallace and asked the audience to consider whether we 
are just diminished chimpanzees.

Aim Higher Biology Conference
 
On 25 September nine Upper Fifth pupils attended an Aim Higher 
Biology Conference held at Aston University.  Solihull School joined 
schools from across the country to listen to lectures aimed at gifted 
and talented students.  Our first lecture by Professor Antony Hilton 
entitled ‘An unwanted guest for dinner’ involved the history of 
microbiology and food hygiene. Our Solihull star Archie Clay was 
selected for demonstrations.  The afternoon lecture given by Dr Alice 
Rothnie involved interactive DNA quizzes and genetic code breakers.  
The highlight of the day was the practical session run by Dr Russell 
Collighan where pupils worked individually on DNA extraction from 
kiwis in full scale science laboratories. The day was a great success 
and proved to be thought-provoking for our able scientists.

The Classics Society, The Birmingham and 
Midlands Autumn Lecture 2013

On 26 September, the Classics Society visited Birmingham 
University to hear a lecture from Professor Ray Laurence. The title 
of the talk was ‘Pompeii: a view from the street’ and it explored 
many of the questions that we are faced with when looking at 
archaeological sites. 

The focus of the lecture was the streetscape, and we learned 
why the streets were so straight, why there were wheel ruts in 
the road and how the people used them. We also found out that 
the people of Pompeii who had houses that opened out on the 
street raised the pavement to allow for a grand entrance when 
they left their front door – our equivalent to a porch!  This was 
especially relevant to those students who went on the Rome and 
Pompeii trip earlier in the year as it added to their understanding 
of what life was like in the Roman town before the eruption in 
AD79. 

Look out for further trips and visits on the School’s Classics 
Society twitter feed - @solclassics. 

Classics Walking Tour of Birmingham

On Saturday 9 November the Classics Society ventured out 
into Birmingham to experience the influence that the Classical 
world has had on the buildings in our city. Led by local architect 
James Bavin, we visited St Martin’s Church and the Bullring 
before taking in the Doric column temple style of the Town Hall, 
and the Museum and Art Gallery, where the internal metalwork 
demonstrates an influence of the Industrial Revolution. We also 
visited the incredible new Library of Birmingham, Brindleyplace 
and Millennium Point.

Overall it was a really enjoyable trip and we would like to thank 
all the members of staff that took part!  

Third Form ‘Paul Horton’ Exhibition Visit

Following on from their successful exhibition at Castle Galleries, 
Solihull in December 2012, the Third Form pupils recently took 
local artist Paul Horton up on his invitation to join him at his new 
‘Love & Hope’ exhibition at the Waterhall Gallery in Birmingham. 
The pupils participated in a series of activities centred around 
Paul’s paintings, which culminated in a tour around the exhibition, 
with Paul himself giving the pupils a personal insight into his life 
and work and what has inspired him to be the artist he is today. It 
was a fantastic opportunity to be able to view Paul’s work in such 
close proximity and meet the artist himself.

Poet Laureate

This term, Megan Lloyd succeeded Becky Took as the School’s 
official Poet Laureate. Below are two of her poems. The first was 
read out at the Remembrance Service in the School Chapel and the 
second appears in this year’s Headmaster’s Christmas card.

Lament for the Lost

War, a cold, bitter fiend.
Its shadow steals men away  
then watches as they don
the shroud of bitter torment
and stitch it to their skin. 
To be worn always.

Their pockets heavy
With gifts of steel.
Never allowed to ask
If problems might be better solved
Not by bullets
But by tongues.

For some, solace lies
In Death’s sweet embrace,
Whilst others trudge home.
Their eyes, once clouded
By the delusions of youth
Now clouded only by tears.

As the years run on, still 
We weep, mourn, lament
The spaces they left.
Yet our sorrow is powerless to
Undo the horrors 
Wrought by man.          
   
Our power is in our remembering.
The promise to never forget
The weight of the cross they bore
In the name of peace.

Christmas Night

From the dark velvet night hangs a golden star
Proclaiming glad tidings as angels foretold,  
To men as they sleep in countries far,
The word that was writ in the scriptures of old.
Of a virgin born was a baby boy
Whose infant tears will wash away the sins of man.
Jesus our redeemer, bringer of great joy,
His deliverance part of God’s majestic plan.
His love asks no questions, for he loves us all the same.
When we’re lost he’s there to guide us, and set us on our way
Asking naught but that we praise his father’s name
For the gift he gave us one December day.
Earth slumbers on, bathed in celestial light,
It’s a saviour born on Christmas night.

Debating Society

The Christmas term is always a busy one for the Debating Society. 
Clubs and training continue to be popular across all levels of the 
School, with lots of new faces turning up each week. We have 
already participated in two major debating competitions this term, 
Birmingham and Warwick. At Warwick, two Solihull teams were 
ranked in the top 10, beaten only by Westminster, Eton and St 
Paul’s. Particular congratulations must go to George Diwaker and 
Caroline Camm, who broke to finals at Birmingham, and to Oliver 
Rooney and Phoebe Harland, and Adam Wolwark and Joanna 
O’Sullivan who all broke to the Warwick novice final. Debating 
Society continues to enjoy weird and wonderful mace motions such 
as ‘THBT Harry Potter is better than Lord of the Rings’, which bring 
in large and enthusiastic crowds. Alongside this we have seen some 
more serious and contentious issues being debated in the British 
Parliamentary format, such as ‘THBT the British Government should 
pay housewives and househusbands a salary’. In the first round of 
the Cambridge University debating competition, held here at School, 
Alex Lavery, Richard Bradley, Megan Lloyd and Zershaaneh Qureshi 
all broke to the regional rounds. This term has set a positive and 
exciting precedent for the rest of the year which promises to be very 
successful.

Madeleine Lavery, Debate President. 



Oxbridge Retreat

Mr Anderton and Ms Harford took eight potential Oxbridge 
students to the Mountain Cottage for the weekend in order to 
prepare for their upcoming interviews. Discussions ranged from 
the angle needed to shoot a falling monkey out of a tree to 
whether Shakespeare could be considered a rebel (interplayed 
with obsessive if unsuccessful rounds of wink murder). It was 
a great weekend: good luck to all of the students for their 
interviews next week!

Follow the Headmaster on his blog at http://www.solschheadmaster.blogspot.co.uk/ (4 October) Physics: On Friday, engineers Rob Halbert and Khumbu Mlotshwa from Jaguar Land Rover gave a 
talk on engineering to a group of Upper Fifth and Sixth Formers. (4 October)

Third Form pupil Mark Kimber achieved a 3rd place finish in the last round of the British Karting 
Championship at Shennington over the weekend. Congratulations Mark. (30 September)

RS: On Tuesday and Thursday this week the Shell Form visited the Shri Venkateswara Hindu 
Temple in Oldbury. Pupils got to see Hindu worship rituals up close. (3 October)

Macbeth

This year’s Senior School Play was Shakespeare’s Macbeth. 
Our Macbeth was to be set against a backdrop of civil rioting 
and gang warfare; Duncan became a gang leader and Macbeth 
and Banquo his two ‘generals’. The Witches evolved as 
underworld sirens, intent on creating chaos by seducing them 
to their downfall. The entire cast and crew were fantastic, and 
special mention must go to the lead roles. Callum Fisher was 
astounding in the title role and he was more than ably supported 
by his Lady Macbeth, Charlotte Beesley. Thank you to everyone 
for helping to stage a wonderful play.

Exchange Visit to Colegio Oleza  
(Orihuela, Alicante)

On Saturday 19th October 2013, seventeen Middle School pupils, 
accompanied by Mr P Morgan and Mrs Rossay-Gilson, travelled to 
the town of Orihuela in the Spanish province of Alicante in order to 
visit their Spanish exchange partners. It was a packed week, full of 
cultural delights, learning Spanish and fun!

The Head of the Physical Education Department at Colegio Oleza 
led a fascinating ascent of Cruz de la Muela, the mountain that at 
over 600m towers over Orihuela. The views from the summit were 
breathtaking, taking in the surrounding towns and landscape and 
extending as far as the Mediterranean. 

On Tuesday, Solihull pupils were taken on an historical walking tour 
of Orihuela, encompassing local churches, museums and places 
of interest, followed by a day spent in school with their exchange 
partners and at home with their host families. 

The rest of the week was taken up with playing football, spending 
a day on a beautiful beach on the Costa Blanca, shopping at a new 
retail complex and helping in lessons at the school.

Staff Coast to Coast Cycle Challenge
 
During the first week of the October half term, fifteen intrepid 
staff members and two supporters headed north to the Lake 
District to begin the Coast to Coast cycle. Amateurs and more 
experienced cyclers alike set off from Whitehaven in persistent 
drizzle, a portent for the weather to follow. Staying in Youth 
Hostels and bunkhouses along the way, the group soon found 
their ability levels, and while the elite pack headed off up hilly 
terrain at a pace, the less experienced pedalled slowly but 
surely towards their target destination. All fifteen completed the 
challenge despite encountering gales, torrential rain and rivers 
emerging from nowhere, and arrived at the beach in Tynemouth 
where the sun graced us with its presence. Supported all the 
way by our trusty D of E volunteers Viv Lord and Stuart Swan, 
the team completed not only a tremendous challenge, but also 
raised over £4200 for the Solihull Marie Curie Hospice.

Onatti Theatre Company 

This term we welcomed back Onatti Theatre, a French company who 
put on short plays to enrich the learning of French for young pupils. 
The Bushell Hall was filled with pupils from the Lower School and 
J4 and everyone enjoyed the performance, delivered entirely in 
French. At the end, pupils asked the actors questions, again, all in 
French!

Although we were sad to say goodbye to our friends from 
Orihuela, we did so in the knowledge that everyone concerned 
had learnt a great deal about the language and culture of 
Spain during a fascinating week and that moreover, bonds 
of friendship had been strengthened during the course of an 
unforgettable seven days.

We look forward now to March 2014 when our friends from 
Orihuela come to visit us here in Solihull.

¡Hasta la Vista!



Lower School Drama Productions

In the first half of the Christmas term, the Lower School 
presented two plays: ‘The Shoemaker’ by Gadfan Morris and 
‘The Ten O’ Clock Angel’ by Graham Walker.  These involved 
over 50 pupils from the Third, Shell and Fourth Forms, with 
backstage and technical support provided by Lower and Middle 
School pupils and Sixth Formers. Middle School pupils Eve 
Colyer and Gianni Baldi helped direct and choreograph ‘The 
Shoemaker’ and Sixth Formers Esther Domingo and Charlotte 
Taylor helped direct ‘The Ten 0’ Clock Angel.’ Both played for 
two nights and were well attended and well received.

In the U19 Solihull Netball Tournament, Solihull School 1st VII came 1st by winning all their games. (9 
October)

Sixth Form politics students are visiting the Lords Questions today, followed by meeting local 
MPs. (10 October)

Skiing: Congratulations to the Girls’ ski team who won the English Championship today by beating 
Surbiton and Reed’s School. (5 October)

Charity: Members of SoLO (Solihull Life Opportunities) received a cheque for £378 in assembly 
today from the sale of charity wrist bands. (9 October)

Bournville  Lunchtime  Concert

On 18 October four of our talented musicians represented the 
School by giving a combined lunchtime concert at Bournville Friends 
Meeting House. This is an ongoing series of concerts that they host 
and many of the performers throughout the year are professionals, 
so we were extremely honoured to be invited.

Our performers were Charlotte Sasse – violin (Lower Fifth), Benny 
Wu – piano (Fourth Form), Dominic Martens – cello (Upper Fifth) 
and Madeleine Lavery – voice (Upper Sixth), together with three 
accompanists: Stephen Perrins, Hanlie Martens and Pamela Davies.

Olivia’s Original Composition 

Sixth Former Olivia Harris has written an original composition 
and it was premiered at this term’s Saint Cecilia concert. It was 
written as part of her GCSE coursework last year and is scored 
for flute, clarinet, violin, piano and cello. The flowing quaver 
patterns that permeate throughout match perfectly the title of 
the piece, ‘Chant de la Riviere’. It was really pleasing to play and 
listen to and we hope that other students will be encouraged to 
submit live performances of their work in future concerts. 

Girls’ Choir visit to Lichfield Cathedral

On Wednesday 28 November the Girls’ Choir had the wonderful 
opportunity to sing Choral Evensong in Lichfield Cathedral. 
After looking around the glorious building, they held their 
rehearsal in the Quire and then sang the service of Evensong 
to a congregation which included many friends and family. 
The music included The Aviemore Service, a setting of the 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis composed for the choir by their 
choirmistress, Pamela Davies. For a group of such young 
singers, aged 9 – 14, they sang exceptionally well and were 
delighted to receive some lovely comments from the Chancellor 
who said he would be delighted to have them back to sing again 
in the future.

Gordonstoun School Visit

On 15 October, former pupil Jack Hoskins, now Director of Drama 
at Gordonstoun School in Elgin, Morayshire, visited the Drama 
Department with a group of Sixth Form Theatre Studies students. 
They performed an excellent devised piece which demonstrated the 
ideas of Artaud, Brecht and Stanislavski. Their audience, Solihull 
School GCSE Drama pupils, thoroughly enjoyed the performance and 
gained some valuable insights into the work of theatre practitioners. 
This was followed by a workshop where pupils from both schools 
worked together to explore different styles of theatre; pupils worked 
enthusiastically and produced some original and imaginative pieces. 
Thank you to Mr Hoskins and his pupils for a highly successful visit.

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

On 15 and 16 December the Chapel Choirs were on top form for 
their highlight of the year- the Christmas Carol Services! With the 
Chapel packed to the rafters on both nights, the combined Choirs 
performed a mixture of seasonal music, including Will Todd’s ‘My 
Lord has come’, Chilcott’s ‘Sussex Carol’ and Jonathan Dove’s 
riotous ‘Run shepherds, run!’ Marking the death in November of Sir 
John Tavener, his ‘The Lamb’ provided the musical centrepiece, a 
fitting tribute to the composer and the true meaning of this special 
time of year.

Keyboard Concert

On 15 October the Music Department held its first Keyboard 
Concert, with fifteen pupils demonstrating a wide range of musical 
styles. The evening started in the Chapel, with a dazzling display 
from the School’s organists. Philip Blenkinsop, the Organ Scholar, 
deserves a particular mention for his performance of Philip Moore’s 
rhythmically tricky ‘Paean’. During the second half, members of the 
new Piano Duet Club played pieces for four and six hands (on one 
keyboard!), as well as some very impressive solo repertoire. The 
evening ended memorably with four teachers playing one piano: 
quite a squeeze! 

Cello Recital given by Dominic Martens

On the evening of 14 November, Dominic Martens became the first 
ever pupil from the Upper Fifth to perform a solo recital. This privilege 
is usually only granted to outstanding Sixth Form Music Scholars.

Dominic presented an hour long programme of cello repertoire 
that would challenge even an experienced professional soloist. 
He performed throughout with astonishing technical bravura and 
accuracy, showing both outstanding musical commitment and an 
impressive maturity in his interpretation of the music.

Informal Concert on 10 October

The Music Department’s year of concerts started with an exceptional 
Informal Concert in the David Turnbull Music School. All instrumental 
groups were represented in the concert and also several vocal 
soloists participated. Pupils from both Junior and Senior Schools 
performed their carefully prepared pieces to an enthusiastic, full-
capacity audience and whether a beginner or an advanced Grade 8 
player, all communicated their love for, and enjoyment of music.

Jazz Masterclass with Jeremy Sassoon

As a young jazz pianist who loves the world of improvisation and 
looks up to the likes of Stevie Wonder, Ray Charles and Oscar 
Peterson, Tuesday 17th September 2013 was as excitable as 
Christmas Day. Dr Jeremy Sassoon – an extremely talented singer 
and pianist – and his big band (cleverly named ‘The Jazz Prescription’) 
paid an enormously anticipated visit to the Bushell Hall for the 
School’s first ever Jazz Masterclass. Starting with an outstanding 
yet completely improvised performance of C Jam blues, Jeremy and 
his band members then taught us eager students how to bend the 
traditional rules of classical music and really take a ‘relaxed’ view 
on jazz, with his first comment being: ‘there is no such thing as a 
wrong note’. The afternoon was spent jamming and improvising with 
the whole band, ending with an incredible Big Band Concert in the 
evening. Various Ray Charles covers were played and enjoyed, and 
Charlotte Beesley and Jon Altham even got to play along on the alto 
saxophone in one of the songs!

Tom Griesbach



Percussion Masterclass

On September 19th the Music Department hosted a Workshop 
for 14 pupils ranging from the Junior School to the Sixth Form. It 
was led by Malcolm Garrett, a member of faculty at Birmingham 
Conservatoire and a much respected teacher and recording 
artist.

Pupils were instantly captivated by his skill and his ability to 
inspire. The session was about the ‘Moeller Technique’ which 
Malcolm was keen to pass on to these aspiring percussion 
players. All pupils thoroughly enjoyed the evening and agreed 
that they had learnt a great deal.

Ben Smith in the Junior School competed in the West Midlands Regional Biathlon Championships 
(involving a 400m run and 50m Swim) on Sunday at Tudor Grange, finishing 3rd overall. (16 October)

Lower School: In assembly today PID UK received a cheque for £868 from Own Clothes Day 
earlier this term. (18 October)

German: Today, Lower Fifth pupils were at Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre with their exchange 
partners from Hofheim. (13 October)

Rugby: Solihull School 1st XV are shortlisted for Team of the Month on rugby website 
fifteenrugby.com (14 October)

Saxophony

On Saturday 23 November we were invited to perform again at John 
Lewis in Solihull. Ten members of Saxophony turned out in their 
best festive attire and gave spirited performances of such Christmas 
favourites as ‘Sleigh Ride’, ‘Silent Night’ and ‘Santa Baby’ as well 
as their signature tunes of Glenn Miller and Abba. Shoppers really 
appreciated the seasonal music as it wafted across the store. 
Saxophony thoroughly enjoyed the experience too!

Strings Workshop presented by  
Carolyn Sparey- Fox

We were fortunate to have an inspiring hour’s workshop with the 
distinguished viola player Carolyn Sparey-Fox on 13 November. String 
players from J3 to the Sixth Form attended and Mrs Fox was very 
impressed with their attentiveness and enthusiasm.

She performed an unaccompanied Bach movement on her viola before 
talking about her life from her childhood in a musical family to her 
years travelling the world as a professional orchestral musician.
The presentation concluded with Mrs Fox playing an exciting 
composition of her own, depicting skateboarders in Paris in which she 
deployed several unusual technical effects such as tapping the wood 
of the viola and left hand pizzicato!

Musical Successes

Congratulations to the following pupils who achieved success in 
recent Music Festivals:

Solihull Music Festival
Jon Abram: commendations for viola and piano classes
Anna Higgins: 1st place - Vocal Solo age 11-13; 3rd place - 
Vocal Solo (Show Songs) age 11-13
Annabelle Barker: 2nd place - Vocal Solo (Show Songs) age 
11-13
Madeleine Lavery: 1st place - Vocal Solo age 14-17; 2nd place - 
Young Singer Open Recital Class
Chris Bevins: first place - Vocal Solo (Show Songs) age 14-17; 
2nd place - Vocal Solo age 14-17
Fleur Street: 3rd place - Vocal Solo age 11-13
Joseph Wright: 2nd place - Vocal Solo (Show Songs) age 14-17; 
3rd place - Vocal Solo age 14-17
Katie Williams: 3rd place - Vocal Solo (Show Songs) age 14-17

Lichfield Music Festival
Hannah Shakeshaft: 2nd place - Opera Class age 16-18
Elizabeth Ajao: 1st place - Group strings Open Class; 2nd place - 
Open strings Class; 2nd place - Open Strings Class age 13-15
Charlotte Sasse: 1st place - Group Strings Open Class; 1st place 
- Concerto Open Class; 2nd place- Strings Open Class

Northfield Music Festival
Hannah Shakeshaft: 1st place - Vocal Duet Class age 15 and 
over

Congratulations to Hannah Shakeshaft on gaining a place with 
the CBSO Youth Choir.

Come and Sing Fauré’s ‘Requiem’

On 24 November members of the Former Choristers’ Association 
joined the full Chapel Choir, a brave group of parents and members 
of the community for a performance of Fauré’s sublime ‘Requiem’. 
After a lunch for former choristers, the adults warmed up and 
rehearsed in Chapel all afternoon, later joined by the Chapel Choir 
and instrumentalists. Featuring over 200 singers, the performance 
itself was both incredibly loud and extremely moving for all who 
took part. A peaceful moment of reflection was provided by Dominic 
and Hanlie Martens with Fauré’s Elegie for cello and piano. 

Senior Clarinet Quartet

The Senior Clarinet Quartet sat their Primary Ensemble exam this 
term following in the footsteps of the Senior Saxophone Quartet 
who achieved top marks in their Intermediate Exam. They also 
achieved the top grade having performed a demanding programme 
of 12 minutes in length which has inspired them to market 
themselves as a Clarinet version of Saxophony. Bookings now being 
taken!

Saint Cecilia Concert

On Thursday 28th November School musicians  played to a 
packed Bushell Hall in the annual Saint Cecilia Concert.  As 
well as stirring performances from many of the instrumental 
and vocal ensembles, there were dazzling solo performances 
from Max Dormon, Abi Smith and Charlotte Sasse. The concert 
featured a complete performance of Benjamin Britten’s ‘A 
Ceremony of Carols’  by the Chamber Choir in this the centenary 
year of the composer’s birth (almost to the day). There was also 
the world premiere of Olivia Harris’s composition entitled ‘Chant 
de la Riviere’ with performers Muskan Shrivastava, David 
Clarke, Amy Parry, Dominic Martens and Mr Phillips. Further 
performances included a Telemann guitar concerto by the Senior 
Guitar Ensemble, the ‘Serenade for Strings’ by the English 
composer Michael Short, played by the String Ensemble, and 
a visit from 007 himself in the guise of the Intermediate Wind 
Band playing ‘Skyfall’. The concert was brought to a rousing 
conclusion with two jazz classics from the Big Band.

High Sheriff’s Judicial Service

On 14 November, the Chamber Choir was honoured to be asked to 
provide the music for the High Sheriff of Warwickshire’s annual 
Judicial Service in St Mary’s Church, Warwick. This is a significant 
event to mark the start of the legal year, attended by Her Majesty’s 
judges, barristers, magistrates and other representatives of the 
legal world, as well as the Lord Lieutenant of Warwickshire and 
Bishop of Coventry. The Choir sang Handel’s ‘Zadok the Priest’, 
MacMillan’s ‘Give me justice’ and Benjamin Britten’s arrangement 
of the National Anthem. A big thank you to Mr Irving for playing the 
organ so spectacularly. 



Junior School Charity Week 2013

An amazing week of fund-raising began with the children 
collecting an abundance of copper coins and then taking part 
in, or supporting, the annual ‘Monitors v Staff’ football match 
(the staff won...again!). This was followed by the notorious 
‘Great Big Junior School Tuck Shop’ when the entire Junior 
School transformed the Refectory into possibly the busiest 
tuck shop in the world! An exciting week was rounded off by 
the Junior School Talent Contest, where children shone in an 
entertainment extravaganza. 

With the support of the Senior School in a fund-raising non-
uniform day, along with the introduction of a Junior School 
Charity Cinema, the money raised during the week received 
a considerable boost and, as a result, all previous records 
were broken. I am delighted to say that a mammoth total of 
£6,400 was raised for this year’s designated charity, ‘Assist 
Resettlement & Renaissance’ (Assist RR) which was set up 
with the aim of relieving the poverty of innocent victims in 
war-ravaged areas of Sri Lanka by assisting and enhancing their 
livelihood.

Thank you to all of those who supported this year’s events, with 
a special mention to the Sixth Form benchers and helpers, the 
Maintenance Staff, Mrs Round and the kitchen staff and, of 
course, all the Junior School children and staff that continue to 
make this event so successful. Everyone can feel proud of what 
was an amazing achievement.

Congratulations to the winners of our Junior School Children in Need raffle, who take home a much 
coveted Pudsey Bear each! (15 November)

Anti-Bullying Week: This year it is 18 - 22 November and the theme is ‘The Future is Ours. Safe, 
Fun and Connected’ (18 November)

French Film Club: On Thursday at 4:20, the French Department is showing Joyeux Noël, a film based on 
the Christmas Day truce in the trenches of the First World War. (11 November)

An article in a national newspaper today announced that Solihull is the best place to live in the 
UK! (14 November)

Fire Service visits the School

The Red Watch from West Midlands Fire Service visited J3 on 25 
November to discuss fire safety. The children had fun learning about 
safe escapes routes and hazards around the home. Mrs Middleton 
dressed up as a fire fighter and the children found it highly amusing 
when Mrs Morgan and Mrs Middleton were evacuated from the 
classroom after being given a fireman’s lift. 

Henry’s memory is simply capital! 

From Bujumbra in Burundi to Niamey in Niger, Henry Close will not be 
beaten when it comes to naming the world’s capital cities.
The J1 pupil is constantly being tested by his friends and teachers but 
not even the obscurest of places have caught him out.
Now he wants to take on all-comers to test his claim to being able to 
name all 220 country and territory capitals.

History Videoconferencing 

History was brought to life again in the Junior School this term, 
with both J3 and J4 experiencing separate video conferences 
with the National Archives Museum in London. They explored 
a multitude of primary sources, including Henry VIII’s signature 
and authentic photographs of the Suffragettes, as well as 
maps of London after the Great Fire. All children used these 
newfound source skills in their lessons afterwards, resulting in 
some excellent work! The presenter at the Museum was most 
impressed with the children’s existing knowledge and their 
impeccable behaviour.  

Gold Star Award

These happy Junior School pupils are the first ever recipients of 
the new Head of the Junior School Gold Star Award, and were 
presented with their certificates by Mr Penney during an assembly 
in the Bushell Hall. They (and Claudia Reda, who was absent on 
the day) were also presented with a much coveted gold star badge 
which they had the privilege of wearing on their blazers for a full 
half term. Recipients of an award are chosen by their Form Tutors 
in recognition of special qualities or behaviours they consistently 
exude and exemplify around School.

Art Enrichment- Ian Cook

On Tuesday 24 September, the Junior School welcomed world-
renowned local contemporary artist, Ian Cook, into School for the 
day. Working under the name Popbangcolour!  Ian specialises 
in painting colourful car designs using radio-controlled cars and 
car components to create his masterpieces. Ian lead an inspiring 
assembly in the Bushell Hall for all the Junior School pupils and 
those from the Third Form, where he started to produce the School 
crest in his own unique style. The J4 pupils were then involved in an 
innovative workshop with Ian where they participated in an exciting 
carousel of activities. The whole day encouraged the pupils to think 
more creatively and we are very much looking forward to seeing 
Ian’s completed School crest hanging proudly in our School as a 
permanent reminder of his visit.

Junior School Sport Report

Sport for both boys and girls has flourished this term. The girls have 
recorded some excellent victories so far with the U9 netball team 
recently posting a 5-0 win over Eversfield School. The U10 hockey 
team, with a blend of talent and determination, has made huge 
improvements since the start of term helping them win 3 out of 4 
games so far and the U11s have had a gruelling netball schedule but 
have more than risen to the occasion with only 1 loss in 7 games! 

The boys have also contested some box office-worthy fixtures with 
the U8 tag rugby team exacting revenge on King Henry VIII for an 
early season loss in a thrilling 7-6 victory: a decider looms! Football 
across the age groups has impressed with 6 wins, 1 draw and only 
2 losses. Boys’ rugby has really come on leaps and bounds, even 
after an impressive season last year. Only 1 loss from 9 fixtures is an 
exemplary record, topped off by a ferocious performance from the 
U11 team against Bablake, coming out 9-0 winners!

Well done to all pupils who have taken part in fixtures this term, and 
a huge thank you to all catering and grounds staff for their support. 
Thank you also to parents for braving the weather at times and of 
course to teaching staff for giving up their time.



John Jammes is giving a talk and presentation today about his experiences in the French 
Resistance, during the German Occupation of France. (5 December)

Careers Lunch: Today at 12.50 in the Pavilion, Mr Maddy will talk about his career as a 
professional sportsman. (12 December)

On Saturday 22 March 2014 the School will open its doors to all former pupils, former parents and 
former staff members and we would love to see you there! (21 November)

Careers Lunch: the first in a series of Careers lunches is starting today at 12.50 in the Conference 
Room; today for those considering Law. (25 November)

Rugby

St Joseph’s Festival
The squad of 24 players travelled to St Joseph’s in the Aston 
Villa Team Coach for two days of brutal rugby.  Our first game 
was against two-time winners of the Daily Mail National Cup, 
Dulwich College. Winning 3-0 with a minute to go, we sadly lost 
7-3. The squad pulled together and then went on to beat Belfast 
Royal Academy and Portsmouth Grammar School. Having won 
both, the XV qualified for the cup in day 2. Our new group was 
Bedford School, Millfield and RGS High Wycombe. The XV beat 
Bedford handsomely but narrowly lost 5-3 to Millfield in a game 
that saw several injuries. A depleted side then lost the final 
game to RGS High Wycombe. It was a noble effort by all players 
and an experience that certainly put Solihull School RFC on the 
map.

The XV also have an outstanding National Ranking in the Daily 
Mail National League of 5th, with one game left to play. The top 
4 are Woodhouse Grove, Sedbergh, Millfield and Epsom College. 
This league is played over the weekends in the Christmas term. 
It is a huge achievement for a co-educational day school. 

Our standings in the Midlands are: 

1st XV - 1st 
2nd XV - 2nd 
U15 - 6th 
U14 - 14th 
U13 - 16th 
U12 - 9th

This is by far the best start to a season across the board and 
with the hardest fixture card in the Club’s history.

Langley Festival
The U15s enjoyed a weekend at the inaugural Langley School 
Festival, competing against top schools such as RGS Newcastle, 
Belfast Royal Academy, Bedford School and Eton College. 
Victories over RGS and Bedford put us third in our group, and 
into the Bowl Final against Pocklington, where we achieved a 
thrilling 8 - 7 win. 

International Netball

On Friday 27 September a group of pupils from School went to 
Worcester to watch England take on South Africa in an international 
netball match. It was an amazing evening, with England winning 53 
- 41 and therefore sealing a 3 – 0 victory in the test series.

Kiante Lightbourne had the honour of holding the English flag during 
the national anthem and did a brilliant job!

Clay Pigeon Shooting 

The Millfield Invitation Clay Pigeon Shoot was held on 7 November 
at Brook Shooting ground, Cheddar, Somerset.  The team consisted 
of team captain Christos Wild, alongside Alex Browse, James 
Sutton, Bart Sands and Angus Young. The shoot is renowned for 
its high standard and fierce competition from schools across the 
country. This is the first year we have entered and out of the 5 
shooters, 4 had never shot in a competition before and 2 have 
only been shooting since September. The boys shot exceptionally 
well given the cold weather and the inevitable nerves of a first 
competition.  18 teams entered and we were placed joint 8th 
which was a tremendous result, beating experienced teams from 
Cheltenham and Wellington to name a couple.

The shooting team was out again on 1December in the Butler Cup 
against local schools such as Old Swinford Hospital, King’s High 
Warwick and Warwick School.  The competition was held at our 
host ground, Hereford & Worcester Shooting Ground. Solihull 
School came a very respectable 2nd place and the three novice girls 
shot brilliantly, coming close on the heels of Kings High Warwick 
who have significantly more experience than our three young ladies. 
The team was: Christos Wild (Captain), James Sutton, Bart Sands, 
Angus Young, Richard Beaty, Vini Vinod, Lauren Packham and Lydia 
Stephens. High Gun for Solihull Gentlemen was James Sutton, and 
High Gun for the Ladies was Lydia Stephens.

New Leadership Team in the Junior School

This term, Mr M Penney and Mr M Jones began their new roles 
as Head and Deputy Head of the Junior School respectively.

They have joined the School’s Director of Studies,  
Mrs J Humphreys, in the new Junior Leadership Team. 

Christmas Shoeboxes

The Junior School once again took part in Operation Christmas 
Child over the half term. Pupils produced a fantastic, record-
breaking 201 shoeboxes bursting with toys, stationery and fun 
games for children around the world who are less fortunate 
than us. Every child had the opportunity to create their box for 
a boy or a girl and chose the age range that they thought their 
shoebox was suitable for. It has been another successful effort 
made by the Junior School and we look forward to finding out 
where our shoeboxes went this year.

New Art Technician 

Laura Adkins has been appointed as the new Art Technician for 
the Junior School. Laura originally trained and worked as a graphic 
designer before becoming an exhibiting artist using mixed media 
and ceramics. She sells her work through galleries around the 
Midlands, including the Royal Birmingham Society of Artists. Laura 
also has an MA in illustration and is a published children’s author. 
She will be supporting the Junior School art department, creating 
displays, making props for drama productions, helping in art lessons 
and preparing for Open Mornings, among other duties.

Jaguar Land Rover Trip

The J2s spent an informative and fun-filled day at Jaguar Land 
Rover’s Solihull production site to support their Geography topic, 
‘Settlements and Land Use’. The pupils were mesmerised as 
they watched robots build bespoke Range Rover cars whilst the 
sparks produced in the plant were a source of great excitement! 
Pupils also took part in specially designed activities, including 
creating a Lego car, which helped them to appreciate some of 
the processes involved in car manufacturing. 



Christmas Term 
‘Teams of the Week’
Chilean Exchange Students      
Excellent assistance given to Chilean students

U15A XV Rugby Team   
Tremendous performance against Old Swinford Hospital School

U15 Girls’ XI Hockey Team  
Excellent victory over Royal Grammar School, Worcester

1st XI Cricket Team  
Superb performance in becoming Warwickshire U19 County 
Champions

1st XI Hockey Team  
Fantastic victory over Repton

Girls’ Ski Team 
English Dry Slope Ski Champions

U19 1st Netball Squad 
Excellent performance in winning Solihull School Tournament

Senior Shooting Team    
Tremendous performance at the Millfield Invitational Shoot

Coast to Coast Cycle Team   
A wonderful charitable effort!

CCF Team  
Representing the School in excellent fashion during 
Remembrance

U12 Swim Team  
Excellent performance in the Warwick 50’s Meet

U12B Rugby Team  
A brilliant victory over Nottingham High School

Cast and crew of Macbeth  
Three superb nights of Shakespearean Drama

Chapel Choirs  
Two wonderful services of Nine Lessons and Carols

Follow Solihull School on twitter: @solsch1560. 
facebook: www.facebook.com/SolihullSchool

Solihull School, Warwick Road, Solihull West Midlands B91 3DJ
Telephone Numbers: School Office: 0121 705 0958 Admissions Secretary: 0121 705 4273 Bursar: 0121 705 0883

Fax: 0121 711 4439 Email: admin@solsch.org.uk Web: www.solsch.org.uk

Sport: Representative Honours 

Rugby
C Morgan U16 Midlands Trialist;  
C Morgan, B Osborne, B Fowles,  
N Empson, W Davies all  
Warwickshire U16 XV;  
S Kandola, B Watson,  
H Manek-Robinson, O Blundell all  
Warwickshire U15 XV.

U18 Midlands Independent Schools’  
Barbarians XV - L Finch, J Allen,  
T J Regan

U18 Irish Clubs XV - K Joyce

Hockey
England Hockey Programme - Laura Daglish

Skiing Success

The Ski Team has had a packed term with both indoor and outdoor 
races.  Like the British Cycling team, our skiers are only happy with 
podium finishes. The girls became English Champions and for the 
third time represented England at the British Championships, finishing 
third overall. Individually, four members of the team have been 
chosen to train with the English Schools’ Ski Team. We are pleased 
with the progress of our boys’ team who have a great future ahead of 
them.  


